



2S 


er, 
of 
a 
Of 
e- 


el. 

ve 

the 
00 
me 
ey 
lof 


srs. 
ble 
im- 
Dar. 
e, 
Illi. 
ary 
em- 
il to 
heir 
ted, 


yote 


ers, 
ons 
acle 
ould 


ting 
‘ices 
547 
h, of 
spe- 


S$ Te 
were 
seks, 
tion, 
bout 
nses 


phia, 


that 
-ount 
000,- 
ined, 
Out 
of it, 
shape 
ment 
ed of 
nf the 
on in 
veins 


leave 


truck 
1, and 


w Or- 
mn the 
g, and 
—part 


ind at 
d was 
g, and 
bg the 


rought 
3 since. 
ye Ldih 


N. Or- 


e most 


)099 at 
he ship 
here on 


Jrleans 
iber, 1S 
Bp since 


Havre, 
pieces, 


standing 
78. 89. 


| veteran General Sale and his wife and daughter is 


| Portau Prince. 











STER. 














jrrH sertes.—No. 20.—Vor. XIII-] 


_ NILES’ NATIONAL REGI 


BALTIMORE, JANUARY 14, 1843, 


[Vor. LXIII.—Wnuote No. 1,633. 





OE TS 


THE PAST—-THE PRESENT—-FOR THE FUTURE. 





PRINTED AND PUBLISHED, EVERY SATURDAY, BY JEREMIAH HUGHES, EDITOR AND PROPRIETOR, AT FIVE DOLLARS PER ANNUM, PAYABLE IN ADVANCE. 
































= te 








ee 


“CONTENTS OF NO. 20, VOL. 13. 


FoREIGN AFFAIRS. 
NATIONAL AFFAIRS. 
SraTES OF THE — 
INANCES, &c. 
Geoanat Jackson’s FinE—letters of A. Jackson, and 
Judge Breckenridge, and Mr. Adams’s speech. 
MESSAGE OF THE GOVERNOR OF MARYLAND. 
CONGRESSIONAL PROCEEDINGS. 


CHRONICLE. 


FOREIGN ARTICLES. 
“WPRANS-ATLANTIC. The latest news from Europe 
is by the packet ship England from Liverpool, bring- 
ingdates to Dec. Sth, five days later than last advi- 
ces. The news in England from Bombay was to 
Nov. Ist. ; Ee 

“The hon. the governor in council is pleased to an- 
nounce for general information, that the ratifivation 
of the treaty by the emperor of China was received 
by her majesty’s plenipotentiary, and forwarded 
from Nankin to England on the 16th of Sept. by the 
hon. company’s steam frigate Auckland.” 

The proceedings of the British armies in the 
neighborhood of Cabul have been eminently success- 
ful. The whole of the British prisoners have been 
liberated from the hands of the Affghans. Their 
number was 31 officers, 9 ladies and 12 children, 
with 51 European soldiers, 2 clerks and 4 women, 
making in all 109 persons, who had suffered the hor- 
rorsof captivity from the 10th of January to the 
st and 27th of Sept. The meeting between the 





described as highly affecting. Akbar Khan is now a 
fugitive in Kohistan. Captain Bygrave is liberated. 
The process of destroying all the Affghan strong- 
holds was being accomplished. On the 29th Sept., 
Istaliff was demolished. After destroying the post 
of Chareekar, the army of Pollock and Nott, 18,000 
men, would abandon Cabul and return to the Indus. 


CUBA AND HAYTI. 

The correspondent of the New Orleans Bee writes 
as follows from Havana, under date of 24th ult:— 

The Spanish vessels captured by the blacks of St. 
Domingo,have been released by president Boyer, and 
arrived in our port a few days since. They consist- 
ed of the polacre Golondrina, capt. Fabregas, and the 
barque Carmen. The facts in relation to this strange 
afair are these: The Spanish vessels were sailing at 
a short distance from the coast, when they were 
hailed by a Haytien covette, and ordered to lay to, 
atthe same time a blank cartridge being fired at 
them. On the refusal of the Spaniards to obey this 
order, they were attacked with shotted cannon.— 
Being without the means of resistance, and at the 
mercy of the Haytiens, they Jay to, and were imme- 
diately boarded by the St. Domingo corvette, their 
oficers and crews taken on board the latter vessel, 
and the pojacre and bark carried by the negroes into 


On their arrival, the news was immediately des- 
patched to president Boyer, who manifested great 
displeasure at the conduct of his navy, and ordered 
the commander of the corvette to be put in irons. In 
the absence of the Spanish consul, the representative 
of France offered his mediation. Through his ef- 
forts, the captains of the Spanish vessels were set at 
liberty, their vessels restored to them, and the sum 
of $2,000 awarded as an indemnity for 50 ounces of 
gold stolen by the negroes—reserving to the Spanish 
government to demand such reparation as the insult 
loher flag might call for. President Boyer has ad- 
dressed a very long despatch to governor Valdez, 
full of protestations of regret for this untimely affair 
‘suring him that he entirely condemns the conduct 
of the negro captain, and that he will neglect nothing 
lo testify his friendship and respect for the Spanish 
government. ‘The expedition from Havana and St. 
Jago is still hovering near the coast of St. Domingo, 
tid we are uninformed of the instructions given to 
the commander. 

TEXAS. 


Dates from Houston to the 24th ult. state that Mr. 

amayel, minister from France to the republic of 

€xas, had arrived at Galveston on his way to the 
“at of government. 

Mr, Riley, late minister to the U. States, reached 





®seat of government on the 17th ult. 


‘ 
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mation abrogating, after the 15th February next, a 
former proclamation exempting from duty French 
wines imported into the country. 

The congress had transacted no business of impor- 
tance. The senate had passed a bill repealing the 
duties on sundry articles of merchandise, such as 
iron, steel, salt, sugar, coffee, and provisions gene- 
rally. The house of representatives had reconsider- 
ed its vote by which a bill was passed abolishing the 
tariff of duties and declaring the ports of Texas free, 
and postponed the further consideration of the sub- 
ject to the 30th December. It was supposed that the 
bill could not pass. The house, by resolution, had 
again instructed its committee on foreign relations to 
inguire into the expediency of annexing the republic to 
the United States. Orders had also been introduced 
to inquire into the expediency of confiscating the es- 
tates of traitors and enemies to the government, 
and to establish a Sabbath or day of rest throughout 
the republic. 

On the 18th ult. a messenger arrived at Washing- 
ton from the Wacoe village with news that the re- 
presentatives of twenty-one tribes of Indians had ar- 
rived at that place, where they were awaiting the 
arrival of commissioners to conelude a treaty of 
peace. 

The army, numbering eight hundred effective men, 
had marched for Mexico; and, when last heard from, 
were within a few miles of Laredo, which town they 
hoped to surprise, as it contained but twenty or thir- 
ty Mexican soldiers. 

A party of volunteers from Victoria, under the 
command of capt. Owen, had destroyed the Mexican 
settlement of New Bahia, better known as Carlos’ 
Rancho, ineonsequence of the settlers having repeat- 
edly manifested hostility to the Texian people resid- 
ing its vicinity. 

Many planters were turning their attention to the 
culture of sugar and cotton, with good promise of 
success. | 

MEXICO. 

News is to the 19th Deé. General Guitiarez of 
the department of St. Louis, and General Canalizo, 
of Puebla, have declared for the dissolution of the 
congress, and the garrisonof Vera Cruz is expected 
to follow suite, for the purpose of carrying into exe- 
cution the intrigues of Santa Anna to concentrate 
all power in himself. The expedition to Campeachy 
has accomplished nothing decisive as yet and is suf- 
fering with repulses and sickness. Reinforcements 
are on their way. 

News has arrived at Vera Cruz, from the west, of 
the occupation of Monterey, a town in California, 
by commodore Jones, of the frigate United States 
and corvette Cyane. He held the town abouttwo 
days and then gave it up, declaring that he took the 
town in consequence of a report that war was de- 
clared by the United States against Mexico. 

The Mexican general in command gave informa- 
tion of a body of 3,000 Texians marching towards 
Rio Grande. Campeachy still holds out against the 
government of Mexico. The garrison of this city 
(Vera Cruz) is momentarily expected to declare in 
favor of the revolution against congress. 

Mr. W. E. Dryden, with seven other Americans, 
who had been confiued nearly twelve months in Chi- 
huahua, have been liberated by the Mexican govern- 
ment through the interposition of the U. Siates mi- 
nister. 

[G. S. Curson, esq., bearer of despatches from our 
minister at Mexico to the secretary of state, arrived 
at New York on Sunday last, and procceded to 
Washington. j 





NATIONAL AFFAIRS. _ 


APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT. 
By and with the advice and consent of the senate. 
Thomas W. Wyman, to be captain in the navy; 
John S. Nicholas, commander; Samuel F. Dupont, 
do; Wm. L. Hudson, do; Simon F. Blunt, lieutenant; 
William Taylor Smith,do; William May,do; Henr 
H. Lewis, do; Joseph P. Sanford, do; George 
Harrison, do. 








CONSUL. The president of the United States 
has recognised A. Ort, of Indiana, as consul of Swit- 
zerland for the states of Indiana, Ohio, Illinois, Ken- 
tucky and Michigan, and the territories of Wisconsin 


se Pete of. the republic had issued a procla- | and lowa. 
ol. : 





SUPREME COURT OF THE U. STATES, 
Monpay, January 9, 1842. The Supreme court of 
the United States met at the capitol, agreeably to 
law. There were present Roger B. Taney, chief 
justice; Smith Thompson, John McLean, Henry 
Baldwin and John Catron, associate judges. 

John M. Krum, Esq. of Missouri, John Hogan and 
John Lorimer Graham, Esqs. were admitted attorneys 
and counsellors of this court. 





PARDON. The president of the United States 
has pardoned James Sanderlin, convicted last spring 
in the United States district court, of abstracting 
money from the mail, and sentenced to fifteen years 
imprisonment. . 

THE NAVY. 

We learn from the Norfolk papers that orders have 
been received to fit out immediately the United States 
frigate Macedonian and sloops of war Warren and 
St. Louis, now lying at the Gosport navy yard; and 
that the officers and crew of the Constitution are to be 
transferred to the Brandywine, destined for the West 
India station. 

Orders have been received at the navy yard, 
Brooklyn, to fitthe new frigate Savannah for service 
inimediately—destination not known. 

The sloop of war Falmouth, at Pensacola, has re 
ceived orders to return immediately to Vera Cruz. 
The brig of war Dolphin, also at Pensacola, has re- 
ceived sailing orders for Campeachy. The sloop of 
war Ontario, also at Pensacola, is about to sail for 
New Orleans, where she will remain for some time 
as a receiving ship. 

The National Intelligencer says: “The U. States 
steamer Union made the first trial of her propellers 
on Wednesday afternoon, in a short run dowr. the 
river. We understand that Lieut. Hunter (her com- 
mander and the inventor of her peculiar propelling 


power) has expressed himself highly gratified with 
the result.” 


Mediterranean squadron. The ship Alkmar, Capt. 
Eustis, arrived at Norfolk on Tuesday in 56 days 
from Port Mahon, and 37 days from Gibraltar. Capt. 
Eustis states that the Farfield sailed from Port Ma- 
hon about ten days, and the Columbus 74, frigate 
Congress, and sloop of war Preble, two days previous 
to his sailing, destination unknown. It was supposed 
they were bound for Genoa, thence to Spezzia, 
where they would winter; the officers and crew all 
well. Doctor John O’Conner Barclay, from the Pre- 
ble, Midshipmen Duvall and Oakley, from the Co- 
lumbus, Brown from the Congress, and Baldwin from 
the Preble, and a detachment of seamen and marines, 
came passengers. 


The naval court of inquiry in the case of the Somers 
is yet engaged in hearing the testimony of witnesses 
on the subject of the mutiny. The following trans- 
lation of the contents of the paper which was written 
in Greek characters, and found in Mr. Spencer’s 
locker. It is contained in the testimony of Mr. Rod- 
gers, by whom it was translated, and who identified 
the original papers as presented to the court: 


Translation of the paper. 


Certain. P. Spencer, E. Andrews, McKinley, 
Wales. 
DovustruL. Wilson,}| MeKee.t Warner,} Green,t 


Godfrey, Van Velsor, Sullivan, Howard, Gallia.t 


To be kept, nolens volens. 

Sibley, Scott, Van Brunt, Smith, Whitmore, Dick- 
inson, the doctor, Gannabrantz, Strammer, Rodman, 
Clark, Nevers, Velsor, Corning. . 

Wheel—McKee. 

Arm chest—McKinley. 

Cabin—Spencer, Small, Wilson. 

Ward room—Spencer. 

Steerage—Spencer, Small, Wilson. 

There were also the following explanatory notes: 

“Those on the list of doubtful who are marked 
with a cross will probably be induced to join before 
the project is carried into execution. The remainder 


.| will probably join when the thing is done—if not, 


they must be forced. : 

“If any not marked down wish to join after it is 
done, we will pick out the best, and dispose of the 
rest.” 

All of the names except E. Andrews were of per- 
sons on board the Somers—there was no one bearing 





that name on board. 
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STATES OF THE UNION. | 


MAINE. | 
Leeistature. This body met at Augusta, on | 


Wednesday, and was organized by the hon. Edward | 





Kavanagh, as president of the senate, and of David 


Dunn, as speaker-of the house. ‘The speech of Mr. 
Dunn, upon taking the speaker’s chair, is admirable. 
Gentlemen of the house of representatives: 


I thank you kindly for this election of speaker, and | 


it shall be my constant endeavor faithfully to dis- 
charge the duties assigned me. I hope, gentlemen, 
your session will be a profitable one and a short one. 


NEW HAMPSHIRE. 

THE LEGISLATURE adjourned on the 22d ultimo, 
after a session of fifty-nine days, in which nineteen 
acts and twenty-nine resolutions were passed. ‘The 
resolutions refuse to make congressional districts, as 
required by congress—reject the state’s share of the 
land money—forbid the circulation of small notes, 
except certain denominations, and denounce the ta- 
riff, bankrupt law, and distribution. 

Ware nomination. Col. Joseph Cilley, of Not- 
tingham, has been nominated by the whigs as their 
candidate for governor. 


—_—-- 


MASSACHUSETTS. 

THE LEGISLATURE. convened at Boston on the 4th 
inst. P. W. Leland, V. B. was chosen president of 
the senate, having received 12 votes out of 23. Of 
the remaining 11, 9 were for Josiah Quincy, jr.;— 
Lewis Josselyn, V. B. was elected clerk.—14 to 10. 

{n the house of representatives, Luther 8S. Cushing 
was chosen clerk, having received 176 votes, against 
173 for John A. Bowles. 

There was much difficulty in choosing a speaker, 
which was noteffected until the fourth ballot took 
place. The following was the result. The whole 
number of votes 351; necessary to a choice 176. 


Ist 2d 3d 4th 
Thos. Kinnicut, (W.) 173 174 175 
Seth J. Thomas, V.B.173) 175 = 175 3 
Lewis Williams, 4 2 172 
Daniel P. King. whig, 176 


Mr. King was conducted to the chair, and briefly 
returned his thanks. Mr. King represents the town 
of Danvers and was president of the senate for two 
or three years. 


VERMONT. 

Asyium ror THE Insane. The sixth annual re- 

ort at this institution represents it to have been high- 
y prosperous during the past year. During the six 
years of its existence, 424 insane persons have parta- 
ken of its advantages; of these, 311 have been dis- 
charged. Of those who have been discharged, 179 
have been restored to reason. No serious accident 
has occurred to any of the inmates, and no suicides 
have occurred. 

During the past year, 101 patients have been ad- 
mitted, and there were 95 inmates at the commence 
ment of the year, making 196 in all; of these 83 have 
been discharged, leaving 113 now in the Asylum. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Tue LeGisLature met at Harrisburg on the 3d 
inst. The senate organized by choosing Benjamin 
Crispin, (V. B.) for speaker, who received 17 votes; 
Mr. Heister, (whig), 13, and 2 scattering. 

The house of representatives chose H. B. Wright, 
(V. B.), speaker. He received 56 votes; J. Fore- 
man, (whig), 39; scattering 2. 

Mr. Wright, on taking his seat, made a few very 
appropriate remarks, alluding particularly to the 
present condition of the public credit, and calling 
upon the members to sustain the public faith, and 
frown down all attempts at repudiation. 

U. S. senator. ‘T'wenty-three gentlemen were 
nominated in the Pennsylvania legislature as candi- 
dates for U. S. senator. Mr. Buchanan headed the 
list, and was re-elected for six years from the 4th of 
March next, on the Ist ballot. The vote stood Bu- 
chanan 74, Banks 54. 

Impeacument OF Gov. Porrer. On Friday, a 
memorial was presented to the Pennsylvania house 
of representatives, praying for the impeachment 
and trial of his excellency the governor, for his 
course in relation to the banks, especially in regard 
to the 99,000 dollars said to have been received in 
the case of the U States bank. The memorial was 
signed by Andrew Miller, and others of Philadelphia, 
and citizens of the commonwealth, and was referred 
to a select committee consisting of Messrs. Elwell, 
McCaslin, Robinson, Kerr and Parke. 


MARYLAND. 
Annapouts AND Exrx Ripce Rai Roap compawy 
The fifth annual report of the company has been jaid 
before the legislature. The road has pow been 





twenty-one months in operation, though not yet com- 
pleted so as to communicate with navigable water at 


Annapolis, having halted at the ‘“‘town gate,” a quar- 
ter of a mile from the wharf, and thereby excluding 
itself from a material portion of trade which it 
might have derived if connected immediately with 
navigation. 

The directors take the worst half of the last year— 
that is from April to October, to exhibit their opera- 
tions from. 

During that period their recerprs have 


been $5,428 19 
Expenpirures—making road, re- 

pairs, wages, salaries, &c. 3.307 39 
Scrip, (included in the receipts 

above) burnt and cancelled 992 37 
Scrip of the company on hand 487 87 


| Cash paid treasurer western shore 512 U0 


5,299 64 
The scrip redeemed, added to the above payment 
to the state treasurer for interest, is equivalent to the 
interest accrued on the debts of the company for the 
six months, showing that even under present disad- 
vantages the road more than supports itself. 

But besides this:— 

Of the amount received from the travel of this 
road, the Baltimore and Ohio Rail Road, with which 
it connects, derives without any outlay scarcely on 
their part, as is shown in the last column of the fol- 
lowing statement of the travel on the road for the 
above six months, viz: 

Passengers. Way pas. 
Between Annapolis 

and Baltimore 1,222: 
Between Annapolis 

and Washington 





4 B.&O.R.R. 
719 at 1125 


410 119 at 1373 








$2,899 75 

Of these receipts. according to an act of the last 
session, seven-fifteenths, (amounting to $1,352 81,) are 
appropriated towards paying the debts of the company 
whieh were assumed by the state. 

The travel and receipts by the Baltimore and Ohio 
Rail Road company from the Annapolis road trom 
Ist January to Ist October 1842 was, 
9,146 passengers between A. & B. al 1 125 $5,789 ¢ 
1,226 do. do. A.& W. atl 37 8 





Total for the eight months $7.475 00 
Of which seven-fifteenths is $3,441 665 leaving 
over $4,000 to the Baltimore and Ohio Rail Road 


The whole amount of scrip outstanding on the Ist 
December, 1841, was $521,339 25, showing that the 
company have redeemed during the last twelye 
months the sum of $29,693 75, all of which has been 
destroyed and burnt. This amount has been received 
principally in payment of those portions of the to}]s 
which have not been required in current funds. Ty 
this may also be added the scrip for the lots anq 
warehouses sold in Georgetown, amounting to the 
sum of $8,790, which is now due and will be receiy. 
ed in the course of a few days. This will make the 
aggregate of scrip redeemed in the last year amount 
to the sum of $38,483 75 and the whole amount 
outstanding will then be $482,855 50. 

The report concludes with soliciting aid, in such 
form as may seem best, from the legislature, to com. 
plete the canal to Cumberland. 


Bartimore Inspections ror 1842. Number of 
beef, cattle, and hogs, weighed at the state scales jp 
1842, and their weight: 














Number. Weight. 
Beef cattle, 14,224 13,326,348 
Hogs, 10,309 2,119,451 
25,033 Ibs. 15,445,799 
Inspection of fish for 1842. 
bbls. hf. bbls. 
Shad 41,036 567 
Herrings 42,501 205 
53,537 772 
Inspection of flour for 1842. 
bbis. hf. bbls, 
Howard street 326,994 6,566 
City mills 193,358 20 396 
Susquehanna 24,449 
544,301 26,962 


desides the above there were inspected during the 
year 5,436 barrels and 34 half barrels rye flour. and 
715 hogsheads, 7,772 barrels and 437 half barrels 
corn meal. 

We subjoin the inspections of flour for the last 
twelve years: 





company for eight months operation. 


CHESAPEAKE AND Ouro canaL. The board of di- 
rectors of the Chesapeake and Ohio canal company, 
through the president of the company, haye made 
their annual report to the governor, to be laid before 
the general assembly. From it we learn that eigh- 
teen and three-tenths miles remain unfinished to com- 
plete the canal to Cumberland, and the estimated cost 
to complete it is one million five hundred and forty- 
five thousand dollars. All work on the canal has 
been suspended, and until provision be made for the 
purpose, no further progress can be made in the 
work, however favorable the circumstances of the 
times may be to its prosecution. The following were 
the liabilities of the company on the Ist Deccmber, 
1832: 

On account of scrip out- 
standing 

Interest thereon 

On account of bonds of 
the company 


$491,645 50 
56,799 80 $548,445 30 


188,855 85 








Interest thereon 11,714 91 
200,570 76 
On ac’t. of acceptances 
of contractors’ drafts 144,490 76 
Interest thereon 15,830 39 
160,321 15 
Balance due to contractors 86,264 24 
For lands condemned (estimated) 43,000 U0 
From amount overdrawn in Chesapeake 
Bank of Baltimore 4,113 38 


Other outstanding claims for repairs, 


&c. (estimated ) 70,000 00 


| Sole leather and rough skirting 


Years. Barrels. Uf. barrels. Total in bbls. 
1830, 587,375 19,859 597,804 
1831, 544,373 21,537 555,141 
1832, 518,674 17,644 527.446 
1833, 524,620 18,072 533,656 
1834, 480,733 17,264 489.365 
1835, 516,600 21,333 527,266 
1836, 393,924 13 593 400,720 
| 1837, 391,676 14,777 499 064 
| 1838, 420,636 19,223 430,247 
1839, 550,982 19,786 560,875 
1840, 764,115 31 606 779,918 
1841, 613,016 31,716 628,974 
1842, 544,801 26,962 558,282 


Inspection of leather for 1842. ie 
242,256 sides 
Inspection of bulter and lard for 1842. 











Kegs. bbls. hf. bbls. Firkins. 
Butter 13,989 6 20 10 
Lard 26,657 1,314 484 
40.646 1,320 504 10 
Inspection of beef and pork for 1842. 
bbls. hf. bbls. qr. bbls. 
Beef 4,488 1,633 269 
Pork 9,343 217 
13,831 1,850 265 


Inspeetion of tobacco for 1842. 
Amount of tobacco remaining in the state 
warehouses in the city of Baltimore, on the hhds. 








$1,112,714 8 
For interest due the state of Maryland 
on two million dollars loan 405,000 





Total liabilities of the company on the 
Ist December, 1842 $1,517,714 83 
Retrenchment has been the order of the day, and 
in the compensation of the officers there has been 
a reduction last year of $11,867 50. The number 
of officers has been reduced as low as can be, con- 
sistent with the requirements of the charter and the 











wants ofthe company. The tolls on the finished por- 
tion of the work during the last year amounted to 
$54,000—an increase over former years, but failing 
short of the anticipations of the board. 


3) 
00 | 


Ist January, 1842 7.886 
Amount inspected during the year 1842 46,639 
54,505 

| Amount exported and consumed in 1842 44,846 
| Leaving on hand on the 31st Dec. 1842 9,659 


| The kinds inspected during the year were as fol- 


lows: 
hhds. 
Maryland 33,653 
Ohio 11,519 
Kentucky 983 
Virginia 333 
Missouri 120 
Indiana 16 
Pennsylvania 
North Carolina ~ 
46,630 





Inspections of whiskey for 1842. 
1,904 hogsheads. 9),254 barrels. 
Of which 642 hogsheads an@ft.372 barrels were re- 
ceived by the Tide water canal. 
















































































PorpyLATION 
umber of in 
» following 
nere are fre 

do. \ 


ree colored 1 
do. 1 


javes—males 
go. femal 


There are 4 
vee free per: 
‘ives from tt 
evalue of t 
i which add 
jlack and w 






































aiwe have tl 
her of 

lNsTITUTE F 
» Richmond 
wyeation of | 
wunton, in th 
oo, The pu; 
Biyancement il 
the manufac 
ake not ond) 
ry handsome 
oyed in cabir 
wk-binding, 1 


A SPECIAL E 
iby the deat! 
ited in favo 
er his oppon 
« Crawford’s 
The hon. Jo} 
m Georgia, 
vannah, in v 
Chatham cot 
neighbors, 
mstitutiona] 

meer be sacriff 
yof areply 


pislature. 


Uuirep Sra‘ 
wby was on 
t United Sta 
m of six yes 
present terr 
Sites or Un 
sident of th 
bs of the p 
ich were adi 
Huntsville ar 
% postponec 
bop. The 
Ns in some 
Mities, are se 
Inthe la 
Nons have | 
¥ to comm 
mold is for 
mM “rock yei 
Rthe rock in 
3dwts. per | 
'e confident 
Y plentiful | 
ReTRENC HON 
Nches of the 
ity of the g 
judges of 
“0 each, to 
“Sons; the s 
ors from $2 
‘it effected b 












Municipalit 
sumed on t 
house, in 
‘Second mur 








The Arkans 
embers, o 
iicians, 6 p 
Mi tanner, 
Wyers, 

he oldest n 
* Youngest 2 
Pungest 31, 
























—— 


: Ist 
. the 
elve 
€en 
ived 
tolls 
To 
and 
the 
‘eiy- 
: the 
ount 
jount 


such 
com- 


ar of 
es in 


t. 
348 
151 
199 
bbls. 


267 
205 


772 


. bbls, 
566 
396 


962 

ng the 
r. and 
yarrels 


he Jast 


n bbls, 
97 804 
05,141 
27.446 
33,656 
89.365 
27 266 
100.720 
199 064 
130,247 
60,875 
179,918 
528,974 
58,282 


ye 
5 sides 


‘irkins. 
19 


—- 


10 


bbls. 


69 
uty) 


hhds. 
7.886 
46,639 
54,505 
44,846 
9,659 
e as fol- 


ds. 
653 





























NILES’ NATIONAL REGISTER—JAN. 14, 1843—BANKS. 





307 





——— 








| VIRGINIA. 
PopyLATION. 
un 


nere are free white males, 
do. .do. females, 


ree colored males, 
do. females, 


sves—males, 
jo. females, 


There are 448,987 slaves. 


23,818 





From a tabular statement of the 
yer of inhabitants in each county in Virginia, 
following aggregates are deduced; 


371,223 
369,745 
740,968 


26,024 
228,661 
229,320 

448,987 


1,239,796 


49,842 


As five slaves count as 


ee free persons, in fixing the number of represen- 
ives from the state, it follows that the representa- 


e value of the slaves of Virginia, is 


269,391 


»which add the amount of free persons, 


black and white, 


her of 


uk-binding, with great success. 





GEORGIA. 


790,810 


iwe have the federal representative num- 


1,060,201 


jysrituTE FOR Dear anp Dums. We learn from 
» Richmond Compiler that the institution for the 
jyeation of the deaf and dumb, and the blind, at 
wunton, in that state, is in a most flourishing condi- 
», The pupils are said to have made successful 
Bivancement in their studies, and surprising progress 
the manufacture of different articles. 
ake not only strong and serviceable brushes, but 
ary handsome ones; and the deaf and dumb are em- 
pyed in cabinet making, cordwaining, printing and 


The blind 


A spECIAL ELECTION to fill the vacancy occasion- 
iby the death of Mr. Habersham, has no doubt re- 


er his opponent McDovuca.p. 


Meier be sacrificed in my person,” 
lature. 


———— 


ALABAMA. 


t United States for the state of 


ted in favor of the whig candidate Crawrorp, 
In thirty-two coun- 
sCrawford’s majority is over four thousand votes. 
The hon. John McPherson Berrien, U.S. senator 
mm Georgia, has written a letter to some friends at 
yannah, in Which he says, ‘1 ask ‘the whig party 
Chatham county’ to believe,—I entreat my ‘friends 
neighbors,’ to feel and to be assured, that the 
mstitutional rights of an American senator, shall 


This letter is by 


yof areply to the late resolutions of the Georgia 


(vireo STATES SENATOR RE-ELECTED. Hon. A. P. 
by was on the 19th ult. re-elected a senator of 
Alabama, for the 
mof six years from the 4th of March next, when 
present term of service will expire. 

‘ues or Unirep STaTEs LANDS POSTPONED. 
nident of the United States has directed that the 
is of the public lands in the state of Alabama, 
ich were advertised to take place at the land offices 
funtsville and Lebanon, in January and February, 
'¢ postponed until April and May next. 

bop. The East Alabamian says: The broken 


The 


Ms in some parts of Randolph and Tallapoosa 
unties, are said to abound with the precious mine- 


' Inthe latter county, a considerable number of 


Kons have recently made entries of land with a 
¥ to commence mining operations immediately, 















) plentiful in this vicinity. 
ReTRENCHMENT. 


| 
q 


_——— 


LOUISIANA. 





“Second municipality. 





ARKANSAS. 





T 









Sicians, 6 merchants, 
, { tanner, 
Wvers, 


The oldest member 
youngest 25. 
Pungest 3]. 


















mw gold is found, we are informed, in what miners 
mM “rock veins,” and a yield is obtained by crush- 
kthe rock in some rude wooden contrivance, of 2 
3dwts. per day to the hand. In a short time, we 
confident expectations, the pure bullion will be 


A bill has lately passed both 
iches of the legislature of Alabama reducing the 
ety of the governor from $3,500 to $2,500; that of 
‘Judges of the supreme court from $2,600 to 

each, to include the labor of reporting their 
‘ions; the salaries of the circuit judges and chan- 
“Ors from $2.000 to $1,500 each. ‘The retrench- 
‘tetfected by the bill is about $8,000. 


Municipality notes, amounting to $393,000, were 
“sumed on the 23d ult., at New Orleans, at the 
' louse, in presence of the finance committee of 


he Arkansas house of representatives comprise 
embers, of whom 37 are farmers, 14 lawyers, 6 
1 carpenter, 1 blacksmith, 
The senate comprise 16 farmers and 


of the house is 60 years of age, 
Oldest member of the senate 57, 
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MARYLAND. SALTIMORE BANKS’ STATEMENTS.— 
The following statement gives a condensed view 
of the condition of the eleven banks in this city, now 
in operation:— 








AeieoesstOn ° 
4 QQmsrecasom ¢ 
ost te oro1 ®@ 2S =z. esa 7 
po? 2®NngSoogos-s 5 o 
*|/ 3 ® n 2 o = Ss es eH 
lo ro Ss sseons= os @o 7 
5 Gg ME aa75s08 saa wo 
. om) ~ —xs SS ° 
a e235 : 3a” % 25s bbs 
° we Pe = “tan 
= p- = io = 
. oo US 
ae e as #¢ 
=: OO =] 
= SaaS a Ss 
° ~ wD - £5 ° 
° s~ Os > a | 
hay om @ on] sw 
ao) — oO 4 
fe: Sos wn = oo 
wo Sz ‘s “ nH 
S 225 0 
=) f: “ 
S @ ~ tS = 
7 9) Col] rwhraore OQUWoUD ws 
D ie) WDOAWSk ODS © = 
- = SM} PHRASE SSSONWS Tz 
Oh DP} wwoevourw~owneus. FF 
ae COL GOPaNIANCUNOYanw a2oe 
z loa) OlrwrSonwnocoocou <* 3 
= Fe mE 
S & aa — tm 2 SS on 
rr S Sf ee DOR WHE AROMAS SF 
@~ DD Sl PRONASYMANMMwWSSe 
2 © I! eobwuroumNowwns FF 
CO tn ml weKKSOHRSODEDBWORWS! 4 
wm w 1 DOBRO SHARORA’ SF 
vr — co ~~ 
sabi <> 2 
i DM) wwrawmcowweeon a2 
Ss lw Cl} CSowuewoeMwewor QE 
° ~ | BAO OCNMMON Ost 2 
Ne OO! CpmmatrO-Inteanw 34 
4 > wt CSS eee > = 
” os) — COWeK tr DwoOrvowWwN ~ 4 
n 4 
— 
8 oa 8 ans 
r $2 se" 
, Fe) ao) Wms WWwZS » 
i Yas) wero HertoeSrta®De sy, 
© | AA BHU SBAROS EF 
‘od DBeOoerowwwovoonlsa 
re 8) = BOoNSswaAo- Das s* 
or a WUIDDORBROSMENMRAS 
. Zz 
i = O53 
r ‘Ne — dD a et Pe) = wm 
oS Sl woo mtwmuweosd g* 
= | SPAN NEOlSS 
rt ~~ 2a) I OwWOwm-1DW sod 
wD Si SSSenSSsnegq § 
oO ~} Owwidoe ound SO = § 
Lavy 
SF - 
» AG) bs Z 
to] Oh mW WD DTS 
S os WMNQOWeAsSswwow ss 
_ r= pet eet CD SD ee SOD] SI 2 = 
“a tol MIO YDOeUNSWSO? =: 
oO — o Reeds ped epee tsp a = ts 
~] ~ ODD me I) WOO e e 
Banks iN Virornia. State oF THE Farmers 


BANK, INCLUDING THE BRANCHES, ON THR FIRST Mon- 
pay IN Dec. 1842. 
Debt outstanding 
Sterling bills 


44,196,598 08 
11,884 85 


Stocks 98,631 00 
Loan to the commonwealth of Virginia 119,000 00 
Specie 712,028 51 
Notes of other banks 187.674 68 
Real estate 216,225 47 
Bank notes stolen from office at Dan- 

ville, stamped, cancelled, and not sup- 

posed to be valid against the bank 72,135 00 





$5,544,177 59 





09 
»720,937 50 
59 
19 
36 


Capital stock 

Notes in circulation 
Individual deposites 
Due to other banks 123,957 
Contingent fund $39,901 31 2492. 430 
New surplus fund 202,529 05 hoon 


Profits of the institution 86,635 76 
In transitu between mother bank and 
branches 6,391 19 





$5,544,177 59 





[The foregoing statement is certified by five of the 
directors, and sworn to by the cashier. ] 


Ouro Banks. Twelve of the specie paying banks 
of Ohio, whose charters expired on the 31st ult. have 
ceased todo business. We learn from the Cincinnati 
Gazette that the legislature of Ohio has not only re- 
fused to extend their charters, for business purposes, 
but with a spirit of severity which itis difficult to ac- 
count for, have declined to continue the existence of 
the charters for the purpose of winding up only.— 
The effect of this (adds the Gazette) will be equally 
calamitous to the banks, to their debtors, and to the 
public—chiefly on account of the confusion and want 
of confidence it will occasion—for we doubt not that, 
so faras the collection of debts is concerned, the 
courts of equity will do substantial justice, in the end, 
though proceedings will be circuitous, expensive, 
and vexations. 

The aggregate capital of the twelve specie paying 





banks whose charters expired on the 3lst December, 





— . 


1842, is about four millions of dollars, and the capita! 
of ten remaining banks is aboutthe same. One half 
the banking capital of Ohio is thus withdrawu from 
active business, and the remainder will be rendered, 
to a great extent, inactive, by the adverse action of 
the legislature. 

Among the institutions thus competled to close is 
the Franklin bank of Cincinnati, the management of 
which is thus spoken of.: 

“The winding up the Franklin bank of this city, is 
a subject of pre: actly This institution has been 
managed with prudence and strict integrity, and has 
always maintained the highest credit. Its policy has 
been liberal and fair, and ithad the public confidence 
to an extent which a new institution could not gain 
for years. That such an institution shoud be blotted 
out of existence, against the wish of the whole business 
community, and nearly the entire population of the 
city, to gratify the ruffian spirit of a few demagogues, 
is strange indeed; it is one of the marvellous cvents 
which mark the spirit of the times, and which, afew 
years hence, will be looked back upon with wonder. 
No event could have been more disastrous to the busi- 
ness and prosperity of Cincinnati. Where the next 
blow at her industry wil} fall, no one can tell.” 


Strate Bank or Inp1ana. The condition of the 
state bank and branches, as compared with last year, 
is as follows. [ Indiananolis Sentinel. 


Oct. 1841. Oct. 1842. Decrease. 

| Loans 3,708,158 2,897,917 810,241 
Specie 1,127,518 799,047 328,471 
Circulation 2,940,414 1,732,518 1,207,896 
Deposits 251,996 181,248 70,748 


General exhibit of the condition of the state bank, Nov. 
19, 1842. 
RESOURCES. 
Discounted notes and bills of ex- 
change 


$2,460.506 91 
Suspended ciebt (not classed), 


315,904 35 








do. do. deemed doubtful 45,758 54 
do. do. « desperate 44,462 78 

Balances due from, and notes of, other 
banks 265,400 09 
Specie 811,234 40 
Other resources 1,320,975 34 
$5,264,239 41 

LIABILITIES. 


Notes in circulation 

Individual deposites 

Balances due other banks 

Other liabilities, except those for the 
stock and its profits 

Balance, being the amount of the re- 
sources of the bank above all her lia- 
bilities—except to stockholders—and 
which balance consists of the stock 
and its profits 


$1,760.051 00 
184,210 82 
64,929 47 


105,845 55 


3,149,202 57 





$5,264,239 41 
JAMES M. RAY, cashier. 

We further learn from the Cincinnati Gazette, 
that the State Bank of Indiana has made a report of 
its affairs to the legislature, which shows that institu- 
tion to be not only safe but strong, and exhibits the 
salutary effectof a prudent management of its af- 
fairs. 

Although a large amount of the capital of the 
bank is tied up, and rendered inactive and unproduc- 
tive by the indebtedness of the state to the several 
branches, the losses from the bad debts of indivi- 
duals are comparatively small. The sound capital 
and active means, are abundantly sufficient to meet 
all liabilties to the public, and entitle the notes of the 
bank to confidence. The circulation of the bank has 
been reduced, between the Ist of March last, and the 
Ist of November, from $2,736,125 to $1,732,518—a 
reduction of more than one million of dollars, while 
their specie has only been reduced, within the same 
period, $329,476. The report of Mr. Merrill, the 
president, isa sensible, business like paper, which 
will commend itself to candid minds, by its plain and 
clear statement of facts. It states that most of the 
branches have commenced discounting again, and 
would be able to do much to revive the business of 
the country, were it not for the impossibility of col- 
lecting debts by law. He exposes clearly the in- 
justice of such laws, and their fatal effects upon the 
credit of the state, and shows how utterly impracti- 
cable it is to revive credit, toestablish a currency, or 
to re-animate the dormant energies of the people, 
while the law willnot enforce the performance of 
contracts. 

The currency of Ohio, Kentucky, Indiana, and II- 
linois, has, within little more than a year past, been 
reduced from fifteen millions to five millions of dol- 
lars. A most astonishing reduction, and one that 
must have convulsed these states, had not their re- 
sources been great, beyond former belief. 
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This being the period of the year at which the banks of mést of the states are required _to make their 
annual reports of condition to the legislatures of the respective states in which the 


y are situated, we appro- | stocks. 


priate space for a condensed view of their affairs in this number so far as we have had recent. returns, | 


excluding of course those that we had previous 
este up on this topic, with more system than it ever yet has been. 
ensive ee we give weekly in the Chronicle or last page of each number, 


changes 


items—Stocks— 


reference. 


each year from 1834 to 1840, inclusive. 
resentatives, on the 3d. March, 1841. 


Rit 


y inserted. Hereafter we design to keep the Register 
We learn that the brief but compre- | 


y be conceived by those that have never been tasked | 
publication useful for the time being and 
We design in future to generalize from those items from time to time. 


Comparative view of the condition of all the banks of the United States, near the commencement of 
From treasury document, No. III, reported to the house of re- 


under the captions of Bank | bank at an important crisis of its 
and those of the principle staples of the country, Cotton—Flowr—Tobacco— Wheat | 
Sc. §c., are found to be exceedingly useful. The trouble and time which is required to collect from so many 
sources and condense into so small a space can hard] 


with such labor. Yet it contributes to make the valuable for | which was considerably above the 





Comparative view of the condition of all the banks of the United States, near the commencement 


1834 to 1840, inclusive. 


of each year, from 





















































According to returns nearest January 1. 
1831. 1835. 1836. |... [1837. 1838. 1839, 1840, 

Number of banks from 

which returns have 

been received, 406 515 559 632 663 662 661 
No. of branches from 

which returns have 

not been received, 14] 146 154 166 178 139 
Number of banks, the 

affairs of which have 

been estimated, for 

want of returns, 100 43 8 9 61 
Number of branches. 

the aflairs of which 

have been estimated, 

for want of returns, 5 40 
Whole no. of banks and 

branches in operation 506 704 713 788 399 840 991 
Capital paid in, 200,005,914) 231,250,337] 251,875,292] 290,772,091} 317,626,778| 327,132,512] 358,442,692 
Loans and discounts, | 324,119,499) 365,163,834] 457,506,080) 525,115,702] 485,631,687] 492,278,015] 462°896.523 
Stocks, 6,113,195) 9,210,579) 11,709,319) 12,407,112} 33,908,604] 36.128,464| 42°410.750 
Real estate, 10,850,090) 11,140,167} 14,194,375] 19,064.451|  19,075,731| 16,607,832) 29'181'919 
Other investments, 1,723,547) 4,642,124) 9,975,226) 10,423.630| 24,194,147 28,252,248} 24,592 580 
Due from other banks,| 27,329,645) 40,084,035) 51,876,955] 59,663,910] 55,195,153] 52,893,357 41,140,184 
Notes of other banks on 

hand, 22,154,919) 21,086,301] 32,115,138] 36,533,527] 24,964 257| 97,372.966| 20,797.892 
Specie funds, 26,641,753) 3,061,819) 4,800,076} 5,366,500 904,000) 3,612.567] 3,623,874 
Specie, | 43,937,625) 40.019,594] 37,915,340} 35 184.112] 45,139,673] 33:105,155 
Circulation, 94,839,570) 103,692 495) 140,301,038] 149,185,890! 116,138,910 135,170,995] 106,968,572 
Deposites, 75,666,906) 83,031,365) 115,104,440) 127,397,185) 84,691,184] 90,240,146) 75,696,857 
Due other banks, 26,602,293) 38,972 578) 50,402,369] 62,421,118] 61,005,690 53.130,50+|  44°159°615 
Other liabilities, | 19,320,475] 25,999,234 36,560,289] 59:995,674| 62,946,248] 43'275.183 
Aggregate of bank ac- Ree 7 

counts, 816,047,441) 974,643,887/1205,879,136| 1372,826,745|1321,535,910]1371,008,531|1286,292, 796 | 
Agg’e. of investments, | 

supposed to yield in-| ; oh | 

come, _ 342,806,331) 390,156,801) 493,335,000) 567,010,895} 561,760,349] 573,366,559] 559,082,772 | 
Excess of such invest-| | 

ments beyond am’t of| % ' | 

capital paid in, 142,800,337) 158,906,467} 241,409,703) 276,238,804 243,183,261) 246,234,047] 200,640,080 | 
Aggregate of deposites 

and circulation, 170,506,556) 186,773,860) 255,405,473] 276,533,075] 200,330,094] 225,411,141] 192,665,429 
Agoregate of deposites, 

circulation and sums | 

due other banks, _ | 197,108,849) 225,746,438] 305,807,847] 339,004,193] 261,815,680] 278,546,649! 226,999,044 | 
Agg’e of specie, specic 

funds, notes of other; 

banks, and sums due} 

by other banks, 76,126,317) 108,169,783) 128,811,763) 139,479,277) 119,247,425) 129,016,563] 98,667,105 
Excess of immediate |i 

abilities beyond im- ; | | 

mediate means, 120,982,530) 117,576,655) 176,996,034 199,524,916] 142,593,258] 149,530,080| 128,157,939 
Total of means of al! | 

kinds, 418,932,640) 493,326 537] 622,196,763, 705,490,172] 704,358,577| 702,383,122] 657,749,877 
Total of liabilities, ex- 

clusive of those to 

stockholders, 197,108,800} 245,066,913} 331,807,081) 376,564,482| 321,823,365] 341,492,897] 270,100,227 
Total of liabilities of the | 

banks toone another.) 76,086,857| 100,142,917/ 134,394,462) 158,618,555) 144,175,062| 133,406,841| 106,097,691 
Total of liabilities to al 

except other banks & 

stockholders, 121,121,990} 144,923 996] 231,404 712) 313,143,364] 260,825,773] 288,357.389| 270,100,227 
Nett cirenlation. 72 694 650] _82.606.194) 108,185.900|_ 112,652 363} 91,174,652] 107,798,029 86,170,680 





























UNITED STATES BANK LOANS IN EN- 
GLAND. The subject of the loan to the U. States 
bank, in 1839, by capitalists in London and Paris, 
yet excites a good deal of attention. Itappears that 
S. Jaudon, on behalf of the bank, borrowed nine 
hundred thousand pounds sterling, or about four and 
a half millions of dollars, at the rate of six per cent. 
per annum, payable one half on the Ist. of October, 
1841, and the other half the Ist. of October, 1842, for 
which he lodged in the hands of the Messrs. Roth- 
child, the following securities, viz: 

5 per cent Pennsylvania 


$1 325,906 16 
5 per cent Mississippi 


1,570,000 00 


5 per cent Indiana 316,000 00 
6 per cent Illinois 108,000 00 
5 per cent do 250,000 00 
6 per cent Michigan 1,431,000 00 





5,000,906 16 

In case of the failure to meet principal or interest, 
the holders were authorised to re-imburse themselves 
by sales. It appears that the amount pedged, exceeds 


the amount borrowed about half a million, the stocks 
then being in good credit, and the states paying their 
interest annually. These securities, it is stated, are 
all held by the parties, at the present time, who are 
compelled to look there only for their pay—the United 
States bank having failed. It is impossible to state 
what these stocks would bring on a forced sale possi- 
bly not much more than half a million of dollars, the 
largest item being bonds of the state offfMississippi, 
which state has repudiated their payment. 
[ Bicknell. 


BANK OF THE UNITED STATES. The an- 
nual meeting of the stockholders was held on Mon- 
day, 2d January, H. C. Corbit, in the chair, and Jos. 
R. Chandler, secretary. 

J. Robertson, president of the board of directors, 
‘submitted a report principally in regard to the fo- 
reign indebtedness of the bank, and the stocks pledg- 
ed for its security. Great forbearance has been ex- 
ercised by the foreign creditors, and a continuance 











ment shall take place in the value of the 
No sales have yet been made of th 
cept by one house in London: and in regard 
house, it has been stated, that the sales wer 
to reimburse itself for heavy advances mad 


————- = 
i _— ame ieee 


em, eX. 
to that 
© Made 
“ade to the 
affairs, and fy 
€viously given 
nd, to creuit the 
price named, and 
market price, 


which sales express authority was pr 
An offer from two houses in Engla 
bank with certain stocks, at a 


also been accepted. 
Through these operations, the follow 
the foreign indebtedness has been brou 
Foreign indebtedness Jan. 1842, 


ing change jg 
ght about: 
$15,866,141 


Do. do. Jan. 1843, 14,24) 395 « 
Reduction, $1,624,945 of 
Foreign securities, Jan. 1842, $23,451,479 
Do. do. Jan. 1843, 20,032,989 1 
Reduction, $3,418 499 9 
The following isa list of the securities disposed 
Cost. roduct. 
$1,000,000 00 Bonds of Ohio life 
& Trust Co. £104,807 3] 
100,000 00 Penn’a 6’s 14.949 9 
350,000 00 = do. 5’s 37,007 0] 
490,666 68 £110,400, Am. life 
& Trust Co. 11,787 3 
411,111 11 £92,500, Phila. & 
Reading R. R. Co. 51,007 16 
231,481 48 Hazleton coalcom. 15,672 9 
225,000 00 Farmers’ loan and 
Trust com. 18.810 15 
35,786 66 Remittances Com. 
bank Natchez, 8,052 
44,414 44 £10,000 Camden & } 
Amboy RR Co. 90.187 
490,600 00 £110,250 Phi. Wil. ¢ 291°? 10 
Balt. RR com. 
Interest recei’d on 
various stocks 16,462 5 





—. 


£368,763 18 





Par, $1,638,950 
96,637 
$1,665 588 
41,342 


40,000 00 Penn. 6’s 


Less expenses, 








45 


$3,418,490 37 $1,624 

The hon. R. H. Bayard stated, speaking in 
ference to the assignment of the 4th of Septembe 
for the information of the meeting, that the circu 
tion had been reduced $1,800,000. That the o 
standing notes of the bank, certificates of deposi 
&e. are now about $2,530,000. He added that 
trustees of the third assignment were about to file 
statement of their accounts, when it would be fou 
that they had made a net collection of $1,038,690, 
United States bank notes, and a net collection 
current funds of $32,981; and that there would be 
dividend to be made from these receipts of about 
per cent. upon judgments anterior to the trusts. 





¢ 


Al statement showing the ascendancy of party, from 18 
to 1836, in the several state legislatures, territorvs, § 



































of that forbearance is hoped for, till an improve-| 


1330 153 1832 1533 1584 | 
Maine, Jek’s (Jek’njJek’t (Tek: (ek fle 
N. Hampshire, do. | do. | do. | do. | do. | dt 
Vermont, aid. ja%-J. jai-J. ja’i-J. vied. ja] 
Massachusetts, do. | do. | do. | do. | do. | 
R. Island, Jck’n}| do. | do. | do. | do. jJck 
Connecticut, wi-J. \Jck’n|Ick’n| do. do. | do 
New York, Jck’n} do. | do. |Jck’n Jek i F 
Pennsyivania, do. | do. | do. | do. | Go. r 
New Jersey, do. | do. | do. ja’i-J.} do. ; 
Delaware, ai-J. ja’i-J. [a’i-J.| do. | do. dl 
Maryland, Jck’n| do. | do. | do. | do. i 
D. of Columbia, do, \Jek’n\Jck’n|Jck’n| do. rj 

Virginia, do. | do. | do. | do do. | 
N. Carolina, do. | do. | do. | do. | 00. |, 
S. Carolina, do. | do. [Cal’n |Caln (Cal)! 
Georgia, do. | do. \Jek’n|Jck’n|Jck d 
Florida, do. | do. | do. | do. | do. F 
Alabama, do. | do. | do. | do. | do. j 
Louisiana, do. | do. | do. | do. > 4 
Mississippi, do. | do. | ao. | do. oe. 4 
‘Tennessee, do. | do. | do. | do. af Li 
Kentucky, do. ja’i-J. la’i-J. ja’i-J- yey Je 
Missouri, do. |Jck’n|Jck’n|Jck nck U j 
Illinois, do. | do. | do. | do. | 007 | 5 
Indiana, do. ja’i-J. ja’i-J. | do. 9 ‘kn d 
Ohio, do. |Jck’n| do. | do. Wc 
Michigan, do. | do. |Jek’n! do. | do” 
Of above legislatures, 116 were Jackson and Van bu 
7 Calhoun. hi 

40 Anti-Jackson or 

Total, 162 
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gard to that 
were Made 
nade to the A 
IVS, and fy States — ? . wh us : 
itories. | “=, | Capital o & | Capital 
eee snd Terr a authorised. 33 authoris’d 
hamed, ond a a = 
*t price, 
be change jg 
't about: Maine. 41 | $3,480,000 
366,141 few Hampshire, 5 871,638 
5,241,895 sap Island, 9 1,500,000} 9 | 2,482,184 
— necticut, “ fe npn 9 
4 : | ork 2 oer > 
dct . bie Al 17 | 44,048,149 ‘ 
451.470 Gime Jerseys 8 | 5,453,000 13,539,605 
9) ryland, 3 4,554,900} 12 
032.939 Ee inia, ~ | 15140.000 
a ae 5 4,006,838 
3,418,490 eda, 8 | 9,725,000 
disposed g wisiana, Il 47,334,000 
Product. ississippl, 10 20,450,000 
jjabama, 1 13,815,466 
4807 3 } es NESSee, y 4.863 000 
4940) ois 2 | 2.300.000 
7,007 0] Michigan, 16 7,400,000 
phio, 12 6,245,614; 9 | 5,200,000 
- Arkausas, 2 3,500,000 
1,787 3 Ge Carolina, 3 4,332,408 
fermont, - - 9 | 1,767,375 
1,007 16 Gi yissachusetts, - - 71 {20,410,000 
5,672 0 Giienucky, - - 4 | 9,264,640 
Indiana, ? - 1 1,980,000 
Q 2) 
8,810 15 224 (205650 615| 124 |62.478 285 
8,052 0 RECAPITULATION. 
No.of banks increased by Jack- 
10.187 10 son legislatures, 924 
“ee Capital increased by ditto, $205 650,615 
No. of banks increased by whig 
legislatures, ; 2: j 
16,462 5 Capital increased by ditto, 62,478,825 
764. 18 Total increase, 3438  $268,129,440 
>, 10: 
ite Free BANKS OF New York. Governor Bouck in 
1,638,950 his message to the legislature of New York last week, 
26,637 ates that there are now fifty-two associations and 
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State stock. 
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idividual bankers in operation. 
The notes in circulation amount to 


Market value. 
1,000,000 00 
36,000 00 
113,000 00 
179,000 00 
158,906 00 
30,000 00 
24,000 00 
75,000 00 


6,707 85 









1,624 245 iN. York, $1,131,577 38 
king in Indiana, 170.000 00 
Septembe llinois, 565,000 00 
t the circu Arkansas, 590.000 00 
hat the olfmmlichigan, 529,000 00 
of deposi Alabama, 44.000 00 
ded that tEmmAentucky, = 31,000 00 
out to flame ine, 90,000 00 
uld be fou (ash interest 
1,038,600, fam “*Posite, =. 707 85 
collection 

sould be 
poe bond and mortgages 
e trusts. 


ty, from 18 ieficit in am’t of sec’ts 











$4,673,664 23 1,622,607 85 
$1,516,378 97 








$3,695,605 00 


$3,138.985 82 





$556,619 18 


Thus it seems, that, estimating the stocks pledged 








erritorees, § z 
' ittheir market value, and the bonds and mortgages 
3 cts 7 ttheir full amount, there is wanting $556,619 18 to 
a redeem all the notes in circulation. 
Law. hail A suit against the Phoenix bank of New York in- 
“| do. | dd tolving the forfeiture of its charter has been decided 
do. ick Wits favor. 
: Pe ¢ ReLier IssuES IN PENNSYLVANIA. We learn from 
1 do. | de ¢ Harrisburg Reporter, that the whole number of 
1 do. | d liese issues amounts to $2,186,650 68. Of which the 
_ | do. | a ést Branch bank has issued $25,000 
_ | do. ig rks county, 45,787 
"| do. He oyamensing, 62,500 
do. 4 ‘a Cownship, : 100,000 
, Cal Ii wanda—yet in circulation, 45,000 
ri lfektnlle in treasury, 61,547 
Vo. | ia, 106,547 
do. | dae", 300,000 
do. | eee 
| do. | ; Depreciated issues, $639 834 
| do. | @ ud of relief notes equivalent to specie, are those 
J. iJ. aE of the 
rales Je Bank of Northern Liberties, $70,000 
avid. fai Delaware county, 43,057 
\Jck’D| ( Farmers’ Bk. of Bucks county, 92.990 
"| do. He Germantown, 35,524 
ame ke 40,801 
son or W bi lation Sane County bank has withdrawn from cir- 


tts’ bank 





$90,000 of its relief issues, and the Farm- 
of Lancaster $23,000. In all $73,000. 


the people can get rid of about $700,000 of paper 
trash, he will be entitled to the name of a public 
benefactor. (Bicknell. 


Banks iv New Jersey. The people of Stewarts- 
ville, Warren county, New Jersey, are agitating the 
establishment of a bank at that place, wit! a capital 
of $100,000. That we consider decidedly contrary 
to the current of the day. | 


A.aBaMa BANKS. The following is the amount 
of circulation and specie of the mother bank of Tus- 
caloosa and each of the branches, on the Ist Novem- 
ber, 1842— 


Circulation. Specie. 
Tuscaloosa, 74,736 405,927 
Montgomery, 772,849 157,405 
Decatur, 914,562 297,416 
Mobile, 3,348,008 186,366 
Huntsville, 106,956 98,196 
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THE FINANCIAL STATE OF THE 
COUNTRY. 





We adventured an opinion in anticipation of the 
annual exhibit of the condition of the public finances 
of both the general and our own state government, 
that the period of the greatest financial embarrass 
ment and sufferings, which the course of policy pur- 
sued by the people and governments of this country 
for the Jast twelve years has precipitated us all into, 
had been endured,—or is now at its worst; that con- 
fidence, both at home and abroad, had sunk very far 
below what the real condition of things by any 
means justified; and that if the law which was en- 
acted at the last session of congress with a view of 
preventing in future any undue influx of foreign com- 
modities from inundating us and hereby creating an 
unfriendly inequality between our exports and our 
imports, draining the specie from our circulation, 
(to prevent which we hold to be an indispensa- 
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wouid be the consequence of taking the improper 
course which was taken, but the people would. re- 
gard none of their admonitions. The storm was 
engendered from dire moral, and physical, and poli- 
tical causes, and swept over the land, levelling in its 
course many a tall cedar and proud spire that had 
lifted their heads high over the earth. There have 
been truly “‘turnings,—and overturnings,—and over- 
turnings.” The loftiest have been brought down 
as if to fulfill the penalty of their pride;—the ar- 
dour of every enterprize has been arrested, as if to 
teach prudence as the first of lessons. 

But has not the cup of suffering been sufficiently 
drained? How much have we yet to apprehend? 

We suffered from expansion. We have now suffer- 
ed from contraction,—and that too, we think, nearly 
our full measure. The period of renewed confi- 
dence and of wholesome credit is again about to 
dawn upon us—provided the government adheres to its 
existing policy. We have taken, or have partly taken 
and partly been driven into a very slow and very 
severe process to arrive at the present point. But 
here we are, like Sampson with his hair once more 
incurl. Let us only keep off the scissors of Delilah, 
and we care for none of the Philistines. 

What is the ground of our confidence 1n this reno- 
vation? 

Look at the changing circumstances that surround 
us. Lattle over twelve months ago all the. banks of 
the union south and west of New York had suspend- 
ed specie payments, and it was thought by more than 
half of the community impossible for scarcely any 
of them to retrieve their credit. An inveterate hos- 
tility to their existence was widely manifested,—dis- 
trust was universal. 

Now look at their condition. Those that have 





ble duty of every government;)—if the American 
TanirF be left to its due operations—unrepealed nor 
virtually destroyed under the pretext of modifying 
it—_we repeat with renewed confidence from a 
careful view of many additional data, that the 
worst of this financial tornado has passed,—and that 
a wholesome and comparatively comfortable condi- 
tion of currency, trade and credit, and consequently of 
business in general, is gradually approaching; and 
approaching us too, not through the medium of any 
temporary expedients—either in the form of banks, 
fiscal agents, exchequers, or resort to an_ issue 
of national stocks for the payment of state and 
corporate debts,—upon no fictitious basis of any 
kind;—but upon the inherent energies and capaci- 
ties of the country,—energies and capacities, which 
are able of themselves, and in fact, which have of 
themselves, in spite of the folly of both governments 


the storm. Our people have suffered—our whole 
people, except salaried officers, have suffered ex- 
ceedingly in the process. Thousands of indviduiuls 
once wealthy, have been utterly ruined. Institu- 
tions that were doing well for themselves and for 
others, have been swept as with the besom of de- 
struction. The most active and enterprising men of 
the land have been the greatest sufferers. Some ex- 
pedients perhaps if adopted, might have averted 
much of the evil, but most of it was no doubt in- 
evitable. The people had become infatuated with 
the spirit of speculation, and, in this country, the 
people easily infuse their feelings into their govern- 
ments. 


no cure to be depended upon but suffering. Provi- 
dence has wisely ordained suffering as the price for 
undue self-indulgence in any form. Our whole peo- 
ple had sinned in this respect, and the endurance 
has no doubt been wisely proportioned. The whole 
people have suffered; both in circumstances, and cha- 
racter or credit, which is thesame thing. We were 





not without prophets who faithfully foretold what 


and communities, worked us through the worst of | 


Successful speculations infallibly engender | 
extravagance;—and for that disease, there is at last) 


been able to weather the storm, have not only re- 
sumed Specie payments, but most of them exhibit 
ample proofs that they have more specie in vaults 
than notes in circulation. Take Maryland banks as 
an instance—look at their statements which we pub- 
lish, abbreviated, in thisnumber. Statements made 
under oath and of the accuracy of which no doubts 
can reasonably be entertained. The war against 
| banks 1s no longer waged in Maryland. An exhibit 
‘of three million of specie for one and a quarter mil- 
| lion of circulation, has cured all cavil. How much 
have the people of Maryland suffered within three 
| years by a depreciated currency,—including bank 
notes, rail road orders, canal script, and individual 
Can any man tell? Yet they have endured 
it all. From further loss of that kind, there is at 
present no apprehension. Our Maryland currency 
is now as wholesome as any in the union. 

What we say of Maryland, will proportionably ap- 
ply to most of the other states. The war against 
banks has not ceased in all of the states—but the end 
of the war is manifestly at hand. Confidence is re- 
stored towards those banks that have survived—that 
is an important item—losses from depreciated notes 
have been tremendous upon the country. 

The domestic exchanges too, by which, business 
men have su exceedingly suffered,—and to cure the 
evils, of which, nothing but a national bank, fiscal 
agent, exchequer, or some such contrivance was by 
many supposed to be adequate, and which furnished 
the principal excuse for urging thelast, domestic ex- 
changes, have, by the natural process—the current of 
trade, so vastly improved within the last year, and are 
so certainly correeting themselves, that compara- 


tively, there is but little left on this score to com- 
plain of. Exchanges between the principal business 
places of the country,—Boston, New York, Phila- 
delphia, Baltimore, Charleston, Savannah, and New 
Orleans, are, if not absolutely at par, at this moment 
in no instance as high as one percent premium. St. 
Louis, Louisville, Cincinnati, Nashville, Raleigh 
are yet from two to three, but declining, manifest- 
‘ly. The influence of a national fiscal agent would 
‘no doubt have brought this about without so much 
inconvenience, but the result has proved that such an 
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institution was far from being indispensable to its ac- 
complishment. The fact 1s, that the national bank, 
though confessedly very useful in regulating ex- 


changes, has yet had vastly morecredit on that score | 


than it ever was entitled to. We remember very 
well that the mother bank was occasionally ob- 
liged to refuse to redeem the notes of her own 
branches,—and eventhe Farmers Bank of Maryland 
have repeatedly refused tu receive the notes of her 
Frederick and Easton branches as if each were an 
individual and local institution. The fact is, that 
the product of labor—and the soil, is the “Great 
REGULATOR”’—at last. 

Another item, is the turn in the scale of foreign 
exchange. Our tariff already demonstrates its bene- 
fits. Gold and silver instead of loading our outward 
bound shipping, is now homeward bound, seeking its 
level by replenishing those places whence it had been 
exhausted by extravagant importations or was driven 
from circulation by inferior currencies. 

Arother item is the ascertained adequacy of the 
revenue and resources of the general government to 
meet its estimated expenditures for the ensuing eigh- 
teen months. For several years past, ‘‘expedients”’ 
have been required, and loans at last resorted to, to 
meet current expenditures. Let us keep on in our 
present course, and we shall be spared the mortifica- 
tion of sending agents to Europe upon fruitless er- 
rands for money to aid the “Republic”, at least in 
times of profound peace, and agricultural abundance. 

We intended to have assigned further reasons for 
the opinion above expressed, but are admonished that 
our space is exhausted for the present, 

The following admirable article extracted from 
the New Orleans Bee is much in point on state 
credit: 


From the New Orleans Bee, 28th ult. 

We have been shown a letter written by a citizen 
of New Orleans, now travelling in Europe, to his 
brother, which presents a most mortifying and gloomy 
picture of the state of European feeling in regard to 
American credit and American character. The wri- 
ter, in remarking upon the annoyances to which our 
countrymen travelling in Europe are exposed, ob- 
serves: 

‘‘You have no conception, sir, of the degraded and 
wretched state of American credit in this country. 
The fact is also most painful and mortifying, but ne- 
vertheless true, that the feeling of disgust which 1s 
universal here against American securities and Ame- 
rican faith, is very largely transferred to the Ameri- 
can citizen, and thus the individual honest man must 
suffer in the worst possible manner—for it touches his 
honor—for the conduct of such degraded political 
mountebanks as governors Yell and McNutt. 

Instead of the American name being a passport 
and presumptive evidence of individual honor and 
honesty, it cannot be disguised that it is the very 
thing which marks him for suspicion, and to be 
avoided. ‘Talk to people here as we may, and pro- 
test and explain as much as we may, yet the sober, 
undisguised and unvarnished truth is, that we are 
looked upon as a nation of swindlers. They do not, 
cannot, will not, and, perhaps, ought not, to distin- 
guish between the individual members of the states. 
They know no geographical divisions. They say— 
and say with force—that we boast of being many in 
one; that the whole nation was ready to go to war for 
the purpose of sustaining the state of Maine in her in- 
dividual claims to soil, in which the other states had 
no interest; and if thus willing to stand by Maine 
with her force, she ought not to wish to separate 
from Mississippi in her dishonor. 

* ¥ ¥ * * * 

I had hoped that the distribution bill would have 
become a law, and thus have enabled the several in- 
debted states to pay their just and unjust debts; for 
I do sincerely believe that Mississippi has been most 
scandalously used and abused in regard to a part of 
her debt, and which she feels most sorely. 
however, is no excuse for her to violate her honor;— 
she should pay all debts, just or unjust, wherever her 
seal and name can be found.” 

The writer proceeds to remark, that the people 
of Europe concerned in American securities, do not 
expect all the states to pay their debts immediately, 
because they know that this is impossible; that they 
would be satisfied if such states as are in default 
would say in plain language, that “though we can- 
not pay you now, we will do so when we are able,” 
and accompany this declaration by the adoption of 
some system for the ultimate redemption of their 
bonds, even ata late day. This, he thinks, would 
have an immediate effect upon our credit in Europe, 
and remove the American name from the obloquy 
that now attaches to it. He recommends a conven- 
tion of the indebted states, to be composed of busi- 
ness men, who will make a full report of their debts 
and resources, as the best means of restoring confi- 
dence abroad—as such a report would exhibit a ge- 


ans. | 
This, 





neral amount of resources, present and prospective, 
abundantly adequate to the discharge of all their debts 
in time. 

There is some reason in all this, and perhaps a 
movement of the kind suggested, would tend mate- 
rially to assist our credit abroad; but we must confess 
that we have little faith in declarations, however so- 
lemnly put forth, unless backed by an earnest of ful- 
filment in the shape of comprehensive revenue laws, 
in as much as the legislative history of the United 
States, exhibits a growing disregard on the part of 
our law makers to the acts of their predecessors.— 
It would be frivolous in the legislature of an in- 
debted state to pass a naked law, declaring that she 
would pay her debts, for the sealing of bonds to 
that effect is as solemn a declaration as she could 
make—for a repudiating state to do so would be far- 
cical, in as much as she has before asserted the same 
thing with equal solemnity and afterwards discredit- 
ed her own act. We are always glad to see indebt- 
ed states adopt resolutions denunciatory of repu- 
diation as a principle, because it indicates a healthy 
tone of public opinion at the time being; but when 
the day of payment arrives, when money is to be 
paid instead of promises given, we must confess that 
such boastful outpourings sound in our ears like tink- 
ling brass. 

The mdignities to which American travellers are 
exposed, under the present state of things, are griev- 
ous enough, and the utter want of confidence in 
American securities is a source of mortification of a 
painful character; but these effects, irritating as they 
confessedly are, are not the most melancholy results 
of repudiation. We regard with more painful solici- 
tude the consequences wrought upon our own coun- 
trymen by this doctrine—the laxity of morals it en- 
genders at home. the disregard of obligations it coun- 
tenances in our midst and the contempt of plighted 
faith which it fosters in the bosom of society—than 
any injury it may do us as a people, in the estimation 
of foreigners. The American character can survive 
the jibes of princes and the subjects of princes, but it 
may not outlive a leprosy that will spread over the 
whole body politic unless resisted by some active and 
eflicient remedy. Repudiation as a relief from taxa- 
tion, is like taking opium to assuage the anguish of 
disease—temporary exemption from pain is secured 
at the expense of a vice, which must produce a pros- 
tration of the whole system and terminate in a mis- 
erable death. 

The lasting consequences of an act of national dis- 
honor should arouse the public energies in an extra- 
ordinary manner to escape its blight. A nation never 
dies. A few years may suffice to wipe away the 
memory of individual misdeeds, but the recollection 
of a national disgrace abideth always. The grave 
may hide the man that commits a crime, from the 
scorn of his fellows; but time himself can scarcely 
obliterate the evidences of national guilt. The ge- 
nerations of our day should take care that those that 
follow them may not look upon the begrimmed escut- 
cheon of the nation and curse them. The best le- 
gacy that can be left to posterity is agoodname. A 
parent may not be able to leave his children lands 
and hereditaments of price; but he is bound to leave 
them a character which will be to them more estima- 
ble than these. ‘lhe greatest burden that the people, 
who now have control of national affairs, can leave 
to their successors is a stained honor. This it will be 


more onerous to support than debt—more difficult to 
redeem than bonds. 





GENERAL JACKSON AND THE FINE. 
From the Nashville Union. 

The National Intilligencer manifests great joy at 
the opportune appearance of a pamphlet entitled 
‘Letters of a Kentuckian on Martial Law,” and lays 
before the country two columns of such extracts 
therefrom as are best calculated to affect public sen- 
timent at Washington, now that a motion is pending 
in congress to expunge from the record of final de- 
cisions the imputation upon the character of general 
Jackson. intended to be cast by the decision of Judge 
Hall at New Orleans in 1815. To give a clue to the 
matter, we clip a few short sentences from the ex- 
tracts selected by the Intelligencer: 

**He (gen. Jackson) proclaimed martial law, and 
caused it to be enforced upon the members of the 
legislature, by either thrusting them out, or keeping 
them out of their legislative halls, with an armed 
force.” 

*‘]t may well be said, therefore, that ‘Orleans was 
saved, not by reason of, but in despite of, martial 
law; for so gross an insult to themselves and their lo- 
cal authorities was well calculated to produce dissat- 
isfaction and disaffection.” 

‘After the decisive defeat of the enemy, his evacu- 
ation of the country, and the refutation by the people 





| of Louisiana of the calumny against them, it was due 














to them that there should have been an immedics, 
revocation of martial law, even though such a z . 
should have implied a magnanimous concession th 
it never had been needed. What was the ee 
for keeping it up afterwards, is left to conjectun. 
and even conjecture is at a loss to assign a oa 
al one.” os 

“The writ of habeas corpus was answered by an o 
der to a file of soldiers to arrest and imprison the dad 
Mr. Dick, the United States attorney, then obiained 
from Judge Lewis, of the Louisiana court a writ j 
behalf of Judge Hall; and this was answered by « 
order for the arrest and imprisonment ef both Lewis and 
Dick.” 

It was not until the eleventh, and not until 4, 
militia had been disbanded, that Judge Hall was r. 
leased from actual confinement.” 

‘In a publication made by Judge Hall at the time 
he says he asked general Jackson whether he shoyi4 
join any military corps, and he told him not to 4, 
$0,” 

The extracts, as reprinted at Washington, an 
from which the above paragraphs are taken, haya 
come under the observation of gen. Jackson, fr 
whom we have the pleasure to acknowledge the i 
lowing publication: 


GENERAL JACKSON’S LETTER. 
“Nelional Intelligencer—Extracts from the Letters of , 
Kentuckian on Martial Law.” 

Sir: I have just received from a friend, the Nation 
al Intelligencer of the 12th December, containing, 
lengthy publication under the above caption. Tha 
statement in that publication, so far as it regards my 
self, being a tissue of falsehoods and false coloriy, 
I have felt myself compelled to reply to it, Jest » 
silence should be construed into an acknowledgmey 
of its truth. I therefore request that you will givg 
place to the following statement in the Nashyilig 
Union. 

Ist. It is positively untrue that I either thrust the 
members of the legislature out of their hall, or tha 
I kept them out by an armed force. On the 8 
December 1814. when the troops under my comman 
were engaged with the enemy, and I was passing 
along the line to give orders, Mr. A. L. Duncan, ong 
of my voluntary aids-de-camp, came to me in grea 
haste, with a message from the governor that the le 
gislature were about to surrender that city,and that he 
waited my orders. | replied, ‘} cannot believe them 
guilty of so traitorous an act; but say to the governo 
‘examine striotly into the matter, and, if it is true 
blow them ap.’” The governor shut them owl. No 
such my orders would have been; and in conversatio 
with the governor afterwards, I remarked to him tha 
I would have shut them in, provided them all neces 
saries, and let them, if so disposed, legislate at thei 
Jeisure under the sound of the British cannon, while 
their patriotic colleagues were nobly battling will 
the enemy. 

2d. Louallier and Judge Hall were both arrestet 
onthe Sth of March. On the same day I was toll 
by the marshal that, in order hereafter to shew that 
had imprisoned the judge before he had _interiere 
with the police of my camp, the judge had sent fo 
the clerk, and had altered the record from the dth tt 
the 6th. I immediately sent for the clerk, majo 
Claiborne, and on the evening of the same day ol 
which Lauallier and Hall was arrested—viz: the oll 
of March—he produced the record, on which plait! 
appeared the alteration from the 5th to the 6th. Thi 
chive could only have been made for the base pur 
pose of showing, when he indicted jand sued me fot 
false imprisonment, that I had arrested him belor 
he had attempted judicially to interfere with the p 
lice of my camp. This learned “Kentuckian,” not 
withstanding his great anxiety to exonerate the judg¢ 
from any imputation of blame in this transaction, cal 
hardly have the effrontery to say that this was not 
forgery, and for the basest purpose. diy att 

1 would like to see the testimony by which th 
anonymous writer would prove that I ordered the a 
rest of Messrs. Lewis and Dick. Judge Lewis W 
a soldier ip capt. Beal’s company of riflemen, and 0 
all occasions, from the beginning of the seige to thd 
declaration of peace, was meeting or ready to a" 
the foe, and defend his country. Dick (if my re? 
lection does not fail me) was one of the troop 0! 
valry under command of capt. Peter Ogden. It! 
not to be supposed that either of them would attem) 
to interfere with, or resist, the order of his geuel@ 
Had such interference or resistance been attempte 
by them, they would certainly have been treatel 
similarly to Judge Hall. Neither Lewis nor Dic 
was arrested; nor did I ever before hear that eitve 
of them had interfered until after the order imposi 
martial law was revoked, and judge Hall had re 
turned. Then Dick and Hall commenced the nad 
cution against me, the judge presiding on Is a 
cause, imposing rules to appear and show cause Ww K 
an attachment should not issue, and then refusing 
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ear the cause tendered under his own rules, but 
condemning his own victim uvheard. Will this en- 
lightened “Kentuckian” determine whether or not| 
this was administering justice agreeably to the con- 
situtional rights of every American citizen? 

On the subject of Louallier’s arrest, it should be 
known that he secreted himself from the issuing of 
the order for his arrest until he had made arrange- 
ments with Judge Hall for the habeas corpus; and 
when arrested and delivered to the colonel of the 

rovost guard, being told that I had given directions | 
for his good treatment, he replied, with thanks, that | 
it was unnecessary, as he would be there but a short 
time. He was asked why? His reply was that 
Judge Hall had issued a writ of habeas corpus for, 
him, on which Colonel Arbuckle wrote to me asking 
advice. I directed him to keep the prisoner as long 
gs he could wield a bayonet, unless he was liberated 
by my order. Having made inquiry into the matter 
and found that Hall had so issued the writ, I forth- 
with gave orders for the arrestof Dominick A. Hall, 
and sent Captain Butler, of South Carolina, and Dr. 
Wm. Butler, with a file of men for that purpose. 

3d. It is positively false that Judge Hall was con-| 
fned until! the militia were discharged. The mo-| 
ment the official announcement of the ratification of, 
the treaty reached me, the order of martial law was’ 
revoked, and the militia discharged. 

Inever before heard of any publication made by 
Judge Hall, such as this veracious Kentuckian as-| 
serts was made; nor do | believe it to be the fact. | 
Certain | am that | have never seen or heard of it. 
before; and it would have been well for him to have 
stated where Hall’s publication could be found. It, 
is positively untrue that he ever made application to | 
meto join any corps. The city being under the 
command of my aid, Thomas L. Butler, a veteran. 
corps of ancients had been raised for its protection; | 
and among them Judge Hall might have enrolled. 
himself had he thought proper. Instead of doing 
this, he applied for a written exemption from the 
rule Jaid down in the details of the order promulgat- 
ing martial Jaw and. having obtained it from me, he 
thesame night, violating the confidence I had re-| 
posed in him by it, passed my guards and fled from | 
the city, to which he never returned until after the | 
battie of the 8th. His flight induced many to believe 
that ! was unable to defend the city, and, by creat-| 
ing despondency in them, did great injury, and oc- 
easioned applications from numerous individuals for | 
permission to remove their families. When the| 
Judge returned, after the 8th, he was met with great, 
coolness by the ladies and many of his old associ-j 
ates. ‘They reflected that he was a_ bachelor, had 
fed from their defence, and left them as a prey to, 
the brutality of an infuriated soldiery on the event, 
of the city being taken, whereas, had he remained, 
his presence might have stimulated them to a more 
energetic defence. And the conduct caused by these. 
reflections mortified him exceedingly, threw him 
into a state of dissipation, and into the arms of 
Blanc, Louallier & Co., whose tool he became, and | 
through whom he was induced to try and bring the, 
civil and military power into collision. The object, 
of this confederation was by this means either to| 
ruin my fame, by opening to the enemya safe ave-| 
hue to return, or, if this failed, they would cry out | 
“tyrant,” “‘military despot,” &c., and destroy me in 
that way. If unsuccessful in that, they would pun- 
ish me by fines imposed by an unjust judge, sitting | 
onhis own cause, and refusing to hear any defence; | 
believing, as they did, that the people would resist so | 
lyrannical a course, and this clique would then at- | 
lach to me the odium of instigating the resistance; | 
and thus they would be enabled to blacken my name, | 
and would have some cause to ery out that I had de- | 
Stroyed all civil liberty. But my influence prevail-| 
éd,and all their machinations were defeated, not- 
withstanding the aid of some of my officers of rank 
who were secretly combined with them. It 1s true 
that Judge Hall was not arrested until he gave evi- 
dence of his combination with those conspirators | 
who had excited mutiny in my camp, and of his un-| 
lon with those who were also endeavoring to bring 
the civil and military power into conflict. 
present when the necessity ofimposing martial law was 
discussed, and, on the morning it was promulgated, 
heard it read in my office, and immediately after- 
Wards, with uplifted hands, exclaimed, ‘‘Now the 
Country may be saved; without it, it was lost.” Yet 
this anonymous writer, who has no name, or is 
ashamed of it, declares that Judge Hall denied ever 
approving martial law. I say he did, and I call for 
the proof of his denial. 

The assertion, I have no doubt, had its origin in 
the fertile brain of the writer, and, together with 
the rest of his publication, was coined and brought 
forward at this particular time, when congress, at 

1€ instigation of several states, has the subject un- 
der consideration, for the purpose of casting a dark 
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dressed the troops and discharged them. 


| your obedient servant, 


He was | 


shade over my fame. The statement which he | 
gives on information which (he says) he received 
from General Adair, I pronounce positively false. I 
do not believe that General Adair could be guilty of 
making a statement so utterly devoid of truth. The 
moment I received official intelligence of peace, [ 
disannulled martial law, and onthe day after ad- 
This, I 
think, was on the 13th and 14thof March, but, as I[ 
write from memory,I will not be positive. I ob- 
tained from the bank $10,000 for their subsistence, 
&e., and the whole of the Kentucky militia immedi- 
ately Jeft the city for their homes. I never had an 
intecview with General Adair from the day I dis- 
charged the troops in New Orleans until I left it; 
and my belief is that he had left the city before the 
court had finally acted on the subject, which final 
action was on the 3lst of March, 1815. Officers of 
high rank had secretly joined this association to pro- 
duce mutiny and insubordination, because I would 
not bestow laurels on those who did not deserve 
them, and do injustice to those who did. Hence the 
secret workings with Judge Hall to annoy and injure 
me; but neither Judge Lewis nor the brave and pa- 
triotie Louisianians who nobly risked their lives in de- 
fence of New Orleans could be induced to unite 
with them. I deny positively that General Adair 
ever had any such conversation with me as the wrt- 
ter asserts; and I hope, if at any time hereafter the 
“Kentuckian” should undertake to expound martial 
law under his own proper name, he will be more 
careful of his facts, unless he desires the lasting in- 
famy of foul-mouthed slanderer attached to his name. 

But he complains of the treatment of the French. 
Will this well-read jurist point to another instance 
of so much forbearance to a foreign consul, as to 
permit him to remain in camp when besieged by the 
enemy? The moment New Orleans became my 
camp, delicacy ought to have induced him to leave it; 
but if he did not do so, I should have ordered him. 
i, however, suffered him to remain until his conduct 
became injurious and insulting, and then I directed 
him to leave the city; but none of those brave men 
who had faced the foe and fought at the lines were 
ordered away. I add, were Ito defend New Or- 
Jeans again under similar circumstances, I would a- 
dopt the same means; for they alone enabled me to 
defend it successfully. I am, very respectfully, 
ANDREW JACKSON, 

1842. 


Hermitage, December 23, 





MR. BRACKENRIDGE’S LETTER. 


jor faction. 





The National Intelligencer on inserting the above 


call them democratic, with the same propriety as the 
fanatic murderer burns a fellow being at the stake 
and calls it religion! Jf we would contemplate a 
spectacle of true sublimity, (but not likely to be the 
subject of flattery, for nothing can be gained by such 
flattery), let us place before us the moral, yes, the 
physical courage, too, of judge Hall, in arresting the 
conqueror, surrounded by people, by populace, and 
by soldiers delirious with the idolatry of the moment. 
We see the solitary judge, armed with no power but 
that of the law, ordering this conqueror to the bar, 
to answer for his violation of the sacred writ of ha- 
beas corpus, without which, personal liberty is not 
worth the dust under his feet; and let us ask whether 
it required no moral and personal courage to bring 
him there from the midst of his triumphs? Let us 
admit that stern necessity, which some say has no 
law, and others say is the tyrant’s plea, excused gen 
Jackson in proclaiming martial law, what excuse 
unless it be the fear of instant death, is there for any: 
judge holding his commission under the authority of 
the United States, for refusing to issue the writ for 
any citizen who may think proper to demand it?— 
Who ever supposed before the case of gen. Jackson, 
that any judge dare refuse to issue the writ of habeas 
corpus? Admit that itmay be argued that it does not 
run—that is, cannot be served in camps, or garri- 
sons, or on board ships of war—yet that is no excuse 
for the judge who would violate his oath, and sub- 
ject himself to punishment for refusing it, when he 
is commanded to give it of right, and not as a matter 
of favor or discretion. He can no more refuse to 
issue the writ of habeas corpus without guilt, than the 
sentinel can desert his post without disgrace. That 
writ is the very jewel of personal liberty, and it is 
priceless. In England it is called the second magna 
charta, and it is greater than the first. Admitting, 
for the sake of argument, that there was a plausible 
excuse on the part of general Jackson for no! obeying 
the writ, (and in reality there was none), what neces- 
sity, let me ask, was there forseizing the judge by a 
file of soldiers and exposing him in the streets as a 
malefactor, unless to show with what contempt he 
could treat the civil authority? Not satisfied with 
this, the reputation of the judge has been assailed in 
his grave by general Jackson and his friends I 
knew him well; he was a modest, single-hearted, re- 
tired student, deeply learned, of unsuspected integ- 
rity, and as innocent as a child of all party intrigue 
He thought only of the honest and faith- 
ful discharge of his duty. He had been taken by Mr. 
Jefferson from the bar of Charleston, and, excepting 
two maiden sisters whom he supported, he had no 


is . _ re a A . 
letter of gen. Jackson, adds as “pertinent thereto,” a | !amily or connexion. He was no combatant; his age 


letter, which they say “has been in our hands for 


some days, intended for publication, but which we | 


doubt whether we should have presented to our rea- 
ders but for the appearance of gen. Jackson’s letter, 
some points of which, judge Brackenridge has an- 
swered, as though he had, when writing, had it be- 
fore him in vision.” 

Mrssers. Epirors: The day has not yet arrived 
when one may venture to say that the political im- 
portance of the victory of New Orleans of the 8th 
of January has been greatly overrated. There is 
already a great falling off in the enthusiasm with 
which it is celebrated as a national event. At the 
very time of that victory the treaty of peace had 
been actually signed, providing for the restoration of 
conquered territory on either side. It is true, it 
served to heighten the feeling of national glory, and 
to raise our military reputation with foreign nations. 
To the war it was a glorious close, and if no circum- 
stance of a painful nature had attended the defence 
of Louisiana, the American patriot might dwell 
upon it as one of the brightest pages in the history 
of his country. As itis, it willbe connected with 
mortifying associations, and with a proportion of al- 
loy, such as has always accompanied the good ac- 
tions of general Jaekson, rendering it very ques- 
tionable whether the nation would not have been 
ultimately a gainer by a different result. 

The man who acquitted himself well in the situa- 
tion for which he was fitted, became unfortunately 
for us, invested with ideal attributes. He was per- 
mitted, like the rough soldier Marius, to do things 
that no other citizen would have dared to do, thus 
familiarizing us with the possibility of certain acts 
which our minds could not before have conceived, 
and more pernicious to the constitutional freedom of 
our country than the loss of a hundred battles. The 
awe, the veneration, in which legal rights were once 
held, has been impaired and broken down, and it re- 
mains to be seen whether the public mind can rise 
from the rude pressure so as to recover its former 
tone. Nothing can be accomplished towards this 
desirable end, by the flatterers of men in power, or of 
those who stil} stand high in public estimation. 

Such flatterers will applaud the most glaring acts 





of encroachment on the liberties of the people, and 


and situation excused him; it 1s questionable whether 
he ever fired a gun in his hfe. To those who knew 
him, the idea of his shouldering a musket and taking 
part in the defence is perfectly absurd. His conduct 
is easily vindicated from the imputation cast upon it 
by the general, but which, even if well founded, is 
no justification on his part. 

Gencral Eaton, in his biography of general Jack- 
son, takes it for granted that judge Hall was actuat- 
ed by personal malice, of which there is not the 
slightest evidence. That biographer makes the great 
merit of the general to consist in not permilting the 
judge lo be dragged from the bench by the mob and the 
soldiery, trampling in the mire that civil authority so 
precious to the citizen? This, it must be confessed, 
is but a negative kind of praise; for even general 
Jackson, violent and outrageous in his temper as he 
was, knew that he would be responsible for the act, 
and that it would be carrying the abuse of power 
further than would be borne even from him. He 
paid the fine, it is true, and repressed the violence of 
the soldiery; but denounced the judge as corrupt— 
the sentence as oppressive; and does so to this day. 
This is very different from the conduct of the king 
of England, whose son was imprisoned by the chief 
justice, as well as of that son, when he afterwards 
came to the throne. The one rejoiced that he had 
a judge who could thus fearlessly do his duty with- 
out respect of persons, and the other not only nobly 
laid aside all resentment, but gave just praise to the 
judge for his conduct. Nothing of this spirit has 
been manifested by general Jackson. When the 
writ of habeas corpus can be refused, and judicial au- 
thority shall cease to be respected, the very end and 
aim of our free government will be defeated; there 
is no longer any civil liberty to defend, and the vic- 
tories won by the national arms, whatever be the 
name or lifeless form of the government, possess no 
more of true dignity and value than those won by 
the abject slaves of the barbarian despot; the glory 
of the nation has departed; the people are lcst in 
base political servitude; and thus the influence and 
example of one bad man may be sufficient to over- 
turn those institutions which have been established 
by a long succession of wise and virtuous statesman 
and warriors. 
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If it was the imperative duty of Judge Hall to 
issue the habeas corpus, it was also his duty to en- 
force it, and to punish those who forcibly interrupt- 
ed its execution, or disobeyed it. The defence of 
New Orleans, by Jackson, was simply a portion of 
territory, which might be regained if lost, and the 
injuries sustained by the inhabitants repaired; the 
judge defended the great principle of personal li- 

rty, without which the territory was not worth 

ssing. Nothing so forcibly impressed itself on 
my mind, and on that of my colleague in the late 
commission for settling claims on Mexico, as the 
reckless disregard of personal liberty manifested by 
the Mexican authorities. It seemed that that which 
with us is the dearest thing on earth, in that country 
is the cheapest—almost every instance of outrage on 
American citizens being attended by imprisonment. 
In‘a conversation with Mr. John Quincy Adams last 
winter on this subject, he made what I considered 
the very just remark, that the citizens or subjects of 
no country could be said to enjoy personal freedom 
where the habeas corpus, or something equivalent, 
was unknown. The facts of the case of General 
Jackson and Judge Hal! are briefly these—if I am 
mistaken in any important particular, I will cheer- 
fully accept any correction from the friends of Ge- 
neral Jackson. 


After the signal defeat of the British, on the 8th 
of January, they determined to withdraw, and in 
about two weeks retired on board their ships. News 
of peace shortly after reached the city, but not offi- 
cially. It had also reached the enemy, as was as- 
certained by persons sent on board to effect an ex- 
change of prisoners. Jackson persisted, perhaps 
from excess of caution, to disregard the stall neues 
until it should be officially announced to him; and it 
seems that the messenger from Washington had been 
delayed by accident. He still continued martial 
law without relaxation, although no one doubted the 
fact of the treaty of peace. This very naturally 
created dissatisfaction among the volunteers on the 
line. One of them, Louallier, a member of the le- 
gislature, who had acted in a highly meritorious 
manner in the defence, setting an example to the na- 
tive citizens which had a great effect, (in fact he 
had more of the American feeling than any Louisia- 
nian [ had become acquainted with), conceived that 
the unbending military discipline of Jackson to- 
wards the citizens and volunteers was oppressive, 
and wrote an anonymous article on the subject, 
which was published in a New Orleans paper. “The 
editor of the paper was ordered to appear be- 
fore the general, escorted by a military guard, and, 
being threatened with punishment, gave up the au- 
thor. The displeasure of the general was now turn- 
ed againt Louallier, who was immediately put under | 
arrest, while an order was issued forbidding any fur- 
ther publications on these subjecis in the newspa- 
pers—thus silencing the press. Louallier was order- 
ed to be tried for treason by a court martial; and if 
the court had been sufficiently compliant, there is no 
doubt that he would have been shot; but fortunately 
Gen. Gaines, who presided, was the means of pre- 
venting soshocking a catastrophe. In the mean time, 
the friends of Louallier applied for a habeas corpus, 
which was issued by Judge Hall, after it had been 
refused by Judge Lewis. Jackson, notsatisfied with 
simply disregarding the writ, sent a file of men who 
seized the judge, carried him ten or twelve miles 
out of the city, and left him with orders not to 
return. The district attorney was served in the 
same way. I make no comment on these naked 
facts, which I presume will not be questioned, what- 
ever other matters may be alleged by way of pallia- 








tion or excuse. There was one idea suggested by | 


the friends of Gen. Jackson, of so preposterous a 
nature that | must just notice it. It was said by 
them that, by means of the habeas corpus, his whole 
force might have been withdrawn from the lines! 


This might excuse his disobedience of the writ, but | 
not the personal outrage offered to the district judge | 


and attorney. It was soon after the official announce- 


ment of peace, and the cessation of martial law, | 
that Judge Hall returned to New Orleans, and sum- | 


moned Jackson to appear before him and answer for 
his disobedience of the writ of habeas corpus. The 
proceedings before him were such as were usual and 
proper in similar cases, and such as would be pur- 
sued now, by any judge in the United States, where 
this great writ of right shall hare been disobeyed by the 
person to whom it shall have been directed. It may be 
proper to notice the fact, to show the effect of this 


conduct of General Jackson upon the legislature of | 


Louisiana, that when they met, a vote of thanks was 


passed by them, including the names of all who had | 


distinguished themselves excepting that of Gen. Jack- 
son, which was passed in silence, intended no doubt asa 


tacit censure on hisdisregard of the civil rights of the | Jackson, without impugning, but, on the contrary, 


citizen. It may also be proper to inquire why no| confessing the justice and propriety of the act of the 
attempt was made to refund the fine during the ad-i judge. The president says: 


ministration of Mr. Monroe, when the circumstan- 
ces of the case were still fresh in the memories of 
men, and when Judge Hall was alive to explain his 
conduct? What would the editor of the Richmond 
Enquirer have said to such a proposition? What 
part. would have been taken by hole leading politi- 
cians atthe south, then his enemies, although after- 
wards his friends? This will be worth inquiring in- 
to by him who may undertake to write our political 
history. 

1 have no objection to restoring the fine to Gen. 
Jackson, and I am perfectly satisfied with the ground 
on which it has been placed in the late message of 
Mr. Tyler. But I am much deceived if the general 
will be satisfied with it. Although he loves money 
as well as’ most men, that is not his strongest pas- 
sion; the gratification of vindictive feeling is his 
“ruling passion strong in death;” he will not be sa- 
tisfied without placing a stigma on the memory of 
Judge Hall. H. M. BRACKENRIDGE. 

Tarentum, (Pa.) 24, 1842. 


In the house of representatives January 6, Mr. Apams 
offered the following amendment to the amendment 
of Mr. Barnarp: 

“Strike out all after the word ‘resolved’ and in- 
sert: ‘That the committee on the judiciary, to whom 
has been referred that part of the message of the 
president of the United States at the commencement 
of the session which recommends the reimburse- 
ment of the fine imposed on Gen. Jackson by the 
district court of the United States at New Orleans, 
in March, 1815, be instructed to report, within — 
days, an amendment to be proposed to the bill, No. 
503, now in committee of the whole on the state of 
the Union, which shall make the bill conformable to 
the recommendation of the president, without design- 
ing any reflection on the judicial tribunal which imposed 
the fine. And that the said committee do further re- 
port their opinion whether the declaration of mar- 
tial law by Gen. Jackson at New Orleans was within 
the competency of his official power by the laws of 
war, without violation of the constitution of the U. 
States; and, if so, whether his imprisonment of Do- 
minick A. Hall, judge of the district court of the 
United States, and his arrest and subjection of Louis 
Louallier, a member of the legislature of the state 
of Louisiana, to a trial for his Jife by a court martial 
appointed by Gen. Jackson himself, were justifiable | 
acts of martial law, and not abusive exercises of | 
despctic and arbitrary power. And, also, their opin- 
ion whether, by the passage of this act, according to 
the recommendation in the message of the president, 
the sanction of congress will be given to the princi- 
ple that those acts of Gen. Jackson belong to the 
class of cases in which punishment may well be re- 
strained within that limit which asserts and main- 
tains the authority of the law and the subjection of 
the military to the civil power.” 

The Speaker intimated to Mr. Apams that the 
first question in order was the motion of the gentle- 
man from Tennessee (Mr. Arnoip) to commit. 

Mr. Arnoip withdrew his motion. 

Mr. Apams then offered his amendment to the 
amendment, and proceeded in his remarks. 

He said that the question was now on the amend- 
ment which he had offered. He had offered it in 
such a shape that, if this bill was to pass in any 
form whatsoever, it should pass in the manner re- 
commended by the message of the president of the 
United States. And he begged leave to call the at- 
tention of the house to that portion of the message 
of the president which referred to this subject. The 
| president says: 
| ‘] recommend to congress to take into considera- 





| tion the propriety of reimbursing a fine imposed on 
| Gen. Jackson at New Orleans, at the time of the 
attack and defence of that city, and paid by him. 
| Without designing any reflection on the judicial tri- 
| bunal which imposed the fine, the remission at this 
day may be regarded as not unjust or inexpedient.” 
The words of the president (said Mr. A.) were 

| adopted in the resolution which he had offered, that 
if this bill was to pass in any form, it should be 
‘without designing any reflection on the judicial tri- 
_bunal which imposed the fine.” This was the ground 
| on which the president of the United States recom- 
'mended to the consideration of congress the enact- 
ment of this law. And the president went on further 
in the same spirit, and (as Mr. A. understood it) on 
_the principle that the judge who imposed the fine 
| was executing faithfully the duties of his office; that 
| the imprisonment of him and the treatment of Lou- 
allier was a violation of the Jaws; and that at the 
| present time, after all the immediate consequences 
of that course of proceeding had happened, it was 
only an act of oblivion of the violation of the con- 
stitution and laws of the United States by General 





—_ 
‘Without designing any reflection on the judicia} 
tribunal which imposed thie fine, the remission at this 
day may be regarded as not unjust or inexpedient,» 

Observe (said Mr. A.) the caution of that phrase. 
ology. The president did not even say, as his own 
opinion, that at this time the remission of the fing 
might be regarded as not unjust or inexpedient, byt 
said it ‘‘may” so “‘be regarded,” without expressing 
an opinion himself. He proceeds: 

“Phe voice of the civil authority was heard amidst 
the glitter of arms, and obeyed by those who helq 
the sword, thereby giving additional Justre to a me. 
morable military achievement.” 

What was the meaning of that? (asked Mr. A. 
The decree of the judge, conformable to law, was 
heard by the military commander, and obeyed. What 
was that but an entire justification of that act on 
the part of the judge? And this was assigned by the 
president at this time as a motive for passing the bill, 
because, finally, Gen. Jackson did himself obey the 
lawful act of the judge. 

“If the laws were offended, their majesty was fy). 
ly vindicated, and, although the penalty incurred 
and paid is worthy of little regard in a pecuniar 
point of view, it can hardly be doubted that it would 
be gratifying to the war-worn veteran, now in retire. 
ment and in the winter of his days, to be relieved 
from the circumstances in which that judgment 
placed him.” 

“It would be gratifying to the war-worn veteran,” 
(continued Mr. A.) Certainly, so far as the payment 
of the money might be supposed to operate on the 
‘“‘war-worn veteran,” no doubt it would be gratify- 
ing. ‘Whether “the war-worn veteran” was will- 
ing to accept of a donation from the people of this 
Union on that principle was another question. But 
this message went on the principle that ‘the war. 
worn veteran” was wrong in every one of those acts 
for which he suffered the punishment inflicted upon 
him by the judge, and that now he is, by the grati- 
tude of his country for other services, relieved from 
the circumstances in which that lawful and righte- 
ous judgment placed him. ; 

The president next proceeded to lay down princi- 
ples of extreme importance on this question, and of 
more importance because they were laid down by 
the president of the United States in the discharge 
of his official duty, in recommending the passage of 
a law by the congress of the United States, and of 
course setting forth, under that high authority, pri- 
ciples which, if true, conferred on the very office 
which he held a power superior to the constitution 
and the Jaws. What did the president say? He 
says: 

<cThere are cases’’—and of course, said Mr. A., it 
must be implied that this principle laid down was 
laid down to cover the very case for which he re- 
commended the enactment of this law—‘in which 
public functionaries may be called on to weigh the 
public interest against their own personal hazards; 
and if the civil law be violated from praiseworthy 
motives, or an overruling sense of public danger and 
public necessity, punishment may well be restrained 
within that limit which asserts and maintains the au- 
thority of the law and the subjection of the military 
to the civil power.” 

“The punishment!” Sir, (continued Mr. A.) you 
are to relieve Gen. Jackson from punishment inilict- 
ed on him for a violation of the laws and the consti- 
tution. That was the recommendation of the presi- 
dent. It was punishment which was to be restrained 
for that which had already been done, and which as- 
serted the superiority of the civil over the military 
authority. 

“The defence of New Orleans, while it saved 4 
city from the hands of the enemy, placed the name 
of Gen. Jackson among those of the greatest cap- 
tains of the age, and illustrated one of the brightest 
pages of our history.” 

It was the defence of New Orleans—the victory 
of New Orleans—not the imprisonment of Judge 
Hall—not the subjecting of Mr. Louallier to trial by 
a court martial, appointed by Gen. Jackson himsell; 
that was not, in the estimation of the president, what 
gave illustration and glory to that time; but it was 
an argument and reason, which the president sub- 
mitted to the consideration of congress, whether, a 

consideration of this great and glorious service, the) 
might not now relieve Gen. Jackson from the rf 
cumstances in which the righteous judgment 0! 4 
judicial officer of the United States had placed him- 

Mr. A. further read from the president’s messag” 
as follows: nh 

“Now that the causes of excitement existing * 
that time had ceased to operate, it is ger ce 
the remission of this fine, and whatever of grat mal 
tion that remission might cause he a “or 
who incurred and paid it, would be :n accor 00 
with the general feeling and wishes of the Ameri 








people.” 
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That the American people wished that this snm of 
money might be repaid to Genera! Jackson, Mr. A. 
would not undertake todeny. It might beso. That 
at least @ portion of the American people, viz: that 
portion commonly called the democratic party, wish- 
ed the refunding of this fine, he had no doubt. As 
tothe mere act of refunding the fine and paying the 
money by the party in power, in the state legisia- 
tures, in this body, who had pushed on this measure 
with such extreme zeal and solicitude, tothe extent 
of starting the previous question for avoiding any 
discussion on it, they had an additional motive (as 
Mr. A. conjectured) besides that of relieving the 
“war-worn veteran” from the circumstances in which 
the righteous judgment of the judge had placed him. 

Mr. A. had heard a good deal within a few days 
past about setting up the presidency of the United 
States at auction, as the Praetorian guards once did 

the Roman empire. [Laughter.] He must say that, 
in the process of this auctioneering for the next pre- 
sidency, it seemed to him that this measure, originat- 
ing not from Anglo-Saxon or Anglo-Irish, but from 
French diplomacy, operating on the legislature of | 
the state of New York, was one of the best mea- 
sures that he had yet seen introduced into the presi- 
dential campaign. All this, both here and in the 
state legislatures, (who spoke the feelings of the 
American people, so anxious to relieve ‘the war. 
worn veteran)—all this was auctioneering for the 
presidency. The good will of Gen. Jackson, how 
was it courted by all the divisions of the democratic 
party? Mr. A. thought it not very difficult to trace 
every operation of this measure, from the first pro- 
position in the legislature of New York down to the 
last proposition in the legislature of South Carolina, 
“the land of the bloody bill”—to trace every ope- 
ration in all these causes to auctioneering for the 
presidency. 

There were rumors afloat—he did not wish to spe- 
cify them for he did not know what was their foun- 
dation—but he had heard it frequently repeated that | 
this great question of the divisions in the democratic | 
party was ultimately to be decided by Gen. Jack-, 
son himself; that he at last was to be the president | 
of a national democratic convention which was to 
nominate the president of the United States—(and | 
who knew what the result of that convention might 
be as to nominations?) These rumors were very | 
much afloat, and from what tney had seen it was ve-| 
ry clear, as had been already remarked, that all di- | 
visions of the democratic party were now humble} 
suitors at the feet of Gen. Jackson for his good will | 
or for his neutrality. Mr. A. did not expressly as-| 
sign this president’s message to that purpose. “The | 
president of the United States knew himself what) 
his motives were. Mr. A. did not say that this was | 
abid at the great auction; but he said if it was, it! 
was a pretty good one; and yet it seemed to him, | 
from what he had heard, that it was not enough; 
that the ‘‘war-worn veteran” would say, “that bid 
will not do, Mr. President.” Mr. A. thought he had 
said so already; and he wished to have the trial} 
made by putting the bill, if it passed, exactly in 
conformity with the message of the president, so 
that they might see whether the “‘war-worn veteran” 
would take the bid. Although there was one pas- 
sage of the resolution he had offered which pointed 
directly at this sentiment of the president of the 
United States as the ground on which this bill was 
to be passed, there was another which contained dif- 
ferent provisions, and which he would thank the 
clerk to read. 

The clerk read the closing paragraph of Mr. A.’s 
amendment as follows: 

“And also their opinion whether, by the passage 
of this act, according to the recommendation in the 
message of the president, the sanction of congress 
will be given to the principle that those acts of Gen. 
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part of the laws of this land that the commander in| more important labour, it is believed to be not unbe- 
chief of the army cf the United States had a discre-| coming for me to deciare that the time has arrived 
tionary power by law to declare martial law, and| when a decisive and distinct course ought to be adop- 
that all the rights of the citizen were to be prostrat-| ted and pursued, as being alike due to our common 
ed so long as it lasted, and so Jong as he chose to con-| constituency and their creditors. Coming as you do 
tinue it. There was no alternative; they must pass | from the bosom of the community; representing eve- 
this bill, if it passed at all, on the principle laid down | ry section of the state, enjoying its confidence, and 
in the message of the president of the United States, | familiar therefore, as you must be, with its wishes, 
recognising the violation of law by Gen, Jackson; | intentions and resources, you are qualified, and doubt- 
recognising the justice of the decree of the judge, | less prepared, to examine and dispose of every ques- 
the judicial officer who imposed the fine, and remit- | tion suggested by the condition of our public affairs, 
ting the fine as a restraint on the punishment, in con-| in a manner satisfactory to all parties interested. 
sequence of the length of time which had passed, [ Debt of the state and city of Baltimore. | 

and the removal of the excitement occasioned by| In estimating the extent of the obligations of the 
this violation of law; or they must in this bill sanc-| people ef Maryland, for which provision is now to 
tion the principle that the president of the United | be made, we must include a portion of the public 
States, the moment the country is invaded, has a debt of the city of Baltimore; because, to the extent 
discretionary power as commander-in-chief of all of the contribution of the people of that city to pay 
the armies of the United States, and that any com-| the interest on their own internal improvement debt, 
manding general under him has the power, by his! their means to meet the necessities of the state gov- 
own authority, without even instructions of his gov-| ernment are necessarily diminished. Of the whole 
ernment, to declare martial law, and to decide all debt of that city, $4,830,000 were borrowed by auth- 
the rights, all the privileges, all the rights of pro- | ority of the legislature, to prosecute the system of in- 
perty, of personal liberty, and of life, to every indi-| ternal improvement. This large sum being invested 
vidual included within the bounds over which mar-’ In stocks, yielding little or no dividend, the corporate 
tial law is declared. Let them sanction this princi-' authorities of Baltimore are compelled annually to 
ple, and they could not escape from it: this would , levy $270,000 to pay interest. In addition to this an 
be the law of the land in all future time, and they | annual tax is paid for municipal purposes, analagous 
their children, and the children of the whole people | to the contributions of the people of the several coun- 
of the United States through all time, as long as our | ties, for local objects. To decide rightly then, as to 
constitution should last—as long as we were an in-| the capacity of the people of the whole state to en- 
dependent nation—should be subject to that martial, dure the taxation necessary to maintain the public 
law, and to the fiat not only of the president of the | credit inviolate, we are to form an aggregate of this 
United States, but of the commander of any army. | internal improvement debt of our commercial empo- 
They must do ore thing or the other: they must re-| rium, and of the unproductive investments in road 
mit this fine as a restraint on the punishment then, and canal stocks, made by those who have acted dir- 





imposed, or they must grant it as Gen. Jackson de-| ectly under state authority. 


manded, (stigmatizing the character of a man (long | The public debt of the state is $15,211,393 94— 
since dead) who had the heroic courage—at least | deducting from this sum $3,200,000 for the bonds 
equal to that which won the battle of New Orleans; | issued to the Baltimore and Ohio railroad company, 
the heroic courage to dircharge his duty as an officer | and $1,000,000 for the subscriptions of the state in 
of the United States, as a judge, on the victor him- | the stock of the Baltimore and Ohio and Baltimore 
self at the moment of his victory. (and Washington railroad companies, and certain 

Mr. A. was not sure that he should vote for the other amounts, considered by the treasurer as not 
bill if it was put precisely in the form in which the now chargeable upon the treasury, and we have 
president of the Unitea States had recommended it, $10,000,000, of the state’s debt bearing an annual in- 
should be put, and on that principle, with a full and) terest of $600,000, for which we are to make pro- 
thorough understanding not only that the judge who vision. ‘To this is to be added, $4,830,000 for the 
imposed the fine acted faithfully to his duty—faith- internal improvement debt of Baltimore,* and there 
fully to his country—but that the remission of the 1s then ascertained, a public débt of $14,830,000, 
fine itselt en granted on the principle Of Somitiing > {* hat the worst aspect w tel could well be preseited 
pate yn sncate Sg Seg si pis ere peng |of the debts and difficulties under which Maryland is la- 


he ¢ : : Sant bouring has been exhibited by both the governor and the 
and said, in the language of an ancient triumphant) treasurer of the state, we observed when inserting tle 
victor, ‘Date obolum Belisario ” 


He felt that feel-| annual report of the latter in a late number of the Regis- 
ing, and it would go far towards removing his scru- | ter. The motive of the treasurer for exhibiting the worst 
ples, in order to show that this nation was willing— | of the case we supposed to be toinfluence the legislature 
Mr. Adams would like to have concluded his sentence | to the more earnest and effective measures for meeting 
and speech, but his hour having expired, Mr. Inger-| the difficulties. His whole language is in proof of this 
soll claimed the floor. | opinion. Weshould have attributed the same admissable 
| motive tothe governor, had he not himself deprived us oi 

—————_——_—————____ EEE = | such a conclusion by suggesting to the legislature the ex- 
MESSAGE OF THE GOVEROR OF MA~| pediency of deferring the only resource now lefi for sus- 
RYLAND. iaining the staie’s credit. As Marylanders we are 
| mortified at this; as well as at his de<cending to argue the 
Gentlemen of the senate and house of delegates: | subject of repudiation. We think the reflecting people 
That the legislature may have at an early stage of | uf the state did not expect or wish such suggestions from 
its session, a general view of the condition of the j such an auftnority. Nor can rig balieve that those Sug: 
public affairs of Maryland, custom has very properly | ee ee have been made if not induced by party 
imposed upon the chief magistrate, the duty of ma-\ ‘That the state accounts should be so kept as that the 
king an annual communication. — At this time, IS | gen: of the state should be quoted in all the publications 
candid and truthful discharge, (owing to the crippled | xp -oad, as being nearly one-third more than it virtually 
and disordered condition of the finances of the state) | js, one would think was of itself sufficiently onerous. 
devolved upon him a high and unusual responsibility, | In all the official reports, Maryland appears to be fif- 
and, if not a mortifying, certainly not an agreeable | teen millions of doliarsin debt, and yet both the govern- 
task. or and treasurer show in derail, that the actual debt is 
Highly influential citizens of the state, enjoying the scarcely ten millions of dollars. We may be said to be 
public confidence and filling stations giving to their honest overmuch in making tosuch an extent, the worst 
opinions undue authority, had united in inculcating | exhibit of our condition. But, as if this were not enough 























Jackson belong to the class of cases in which punish- 
ment may well be restrained within that limit which 
asserts and maintains the authority of the law and 
the subjection of the military to the civil power.” 
The committee (continued Mr. A.) were to report 
whether the acts of Gen. Jackson were in that class 
of cases where punishment might be restrained—the 
punishment having taken effect, and the consequence 
of it being now to be given back to the offender. 
The resolution he proposed was strictly in conformi- 
ty to the recommendation of the president of the 
United States, and, if the bill were to pass, he hoped 
it would pass in that form which the president of the 
United States had recommended; for this reason, not 
because General Jackson had in substance declared 
more than once that he would not receive one dollar 
on this principle, but because if it was on another 
principle, on which Gen. Jackson himself declared 
he would receive and no other, the money tendered 
to him—because if this bill passed on that principle, 
the principle of Jackson would be made the law of 
the land to all future time, and it would exist as a 


: “o ; NP ek, < ; ' to our disadvantage, Gov. Thomas has resorted to ile 
the belief, that public and private interests were to ' extraordinary expedient of adding the debt of the cor- 
be greatly benefitted by the policy which, for many | poration of Baltimore, to that of the state, ia order to en- 
years characterized our legislation. At length, how-| hance the apparent difficulties. What would the peo- 
ever, the enormous amount of our public debt, des-| ple of New York think of the governor of their siate, ad- 
troying altogether public credit, roused the whole ding the debt of the corporation of their principal city 
people to see and feel the reality of our situation.— | including its twelve and a half millions for the Croton 
The apprehensions, very naturally excited by the de- 2 ape to = a their ge Are Podge 
plorable condition in which the finances of the state oh a on NT Orienemladelad. both i eee deat, eset 
were found to be, were in some degree soothed by |e Clty MN: re wi et a geet eau thy; gga 


' 0 ke ee a le de- | 22 the other hand; whilst including corporation debts— 
the measures of your immediate predecessors, de-| Wy did Gov. Thomas omit the debt of the city of Fre- 


signed as they were, to furnish the means whereby | deyick, and the debt of the city of Annapolis? If the 
the faith of the State should be maintained, and its| stare debt is to be augmented by having corporation 
engagements promptly met, and fully discharged.— | debts added toit, we see no reason why the favor should 
But, it has now become my painful duty to announce | not be extended to individuals too. "We know of one at 
to you, that these measures have proved inadequate to least, that would be personally much relieved by such a 
the accomplishment of the object for which they sett aa 9 page staat: the state might be conside- 
. . : So ‘fo. | rably enhanced in , 
ah me Le duty : yapeeshant 908 apt These remarks are wneud from us most reluctantly, by 
ing as it is, imposes however, responsibilities ar shor’! no means in a spirit of hostility to the governor, but in 
of those devolved upon you, who are not only to as- vindication of what we conscienciously believe to be the 
certain and expose the extent of public embarrass- 


true character and real condition of the state of Mary- 
ments, but to devise and apply an appropriate reme- | |and—unfairly, as we think. represented from authority 


dy. But whilst the constitution assigns to you this] in high places.!--Ep. NAT. REG. 
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If it was the imperative duty of Judge Hall to| ministration of Mr. Monroe, when the circumstan- 

corpus, it was also his duty to en-| ces of the case were still fresh in the memories of 

force it, and to punish those who forcibly interrupt-| men, and when Judge Hall was alive to explain his 
ed its execution, or disobeyed it. The defence of| conduct? 

New Orleans, by Jackson, was simply a portion of| Enquirer have said to such a proposition? What 

ght be regained if lost, and the} part would have been taken by those leading politi- 

cians atthe south, then his enemies, although after- 

ju ge defended the great principle of personal li-| wards his friends? This will be worth inquiring in- 

rty, 


to by him who may undertake to write our political 
possessing. Nothing so forcibly impressed itself on | history. 


issue the habeas 


territory, which mi 
injuries sustained by the inhabitants repaired; the 


without which the territory was not worth 


my mind, and on that of my colleague in the late 


commission for settling claims on Mexico, as the| Jackson, and I am perfectly satisfied with the ground 
reckless disregard of personal liberty manifested by | on which it has been placed in the late message of 

It seemed that that which | Mr. Tyler. 
with us is the dearest thing on earth, in that country | will be satisfied with it. 
is the cheapest—almost every instance of outrage on| as well as most men, that is not his strongest pas- 
American citizens being attended by imprisonment. | sion; the gratification of vindictive feeling is his 
In‘a conversation with Mr. John Quincy Adams last| “‘ruling passion strong in death;” he will not be sa- 
winter on this subject, he made what I considered | tisfied without placing a stigma on the memory of 
the very just remark, that the citizens or subjects of | Judge Hall. 


the Mexican authorities. 


no country could be said to enjoy personal freedom 
where the habeas corpus, or something equivalent, 
was unknown. The facts of the case of General 
Jackson and Judge Hall are briefly these—if I am 
mistaken in any important particular, I will cheer- 
fully accept any correction from the friends of Ge- 
neral Jackson. 


cially. It had also reached the enemy, as was as- 


change of prisoners. Jackson persisted, 


delayed by accident. He still continued martial 
law without relaxation, although no one doubted the 
fact of the treaty of peace. This very naturally 
created dissatisfaction among the volunteers on the 
line. One of them, Louallier, a member of the le- 
gislature, who had acted in a_ highly meritorious 
manner in the defence, setting an example to the na- 
tive citizens which had a great effect, (in fact he 
had more of the American feeling than any Louisia- 
nian I had become acquainted with), conceived that 
the unbending military discipline of Jackson to- 
wards the citizens and volunteers was oppressive, 
and wrote an anonymous article on the subject, 
which was published in a New Orleans paper. The 
editor of the paper was ordered to appear be- 
fore the general, escorted by a military guard, and, 
being threatened with punishment, gave up the au- 
thor. The displeasure of the general was now turn- | 
ed againt Louallier, who was immediately put under 
arrest, while an order was issued forbidding any fur- 
ther publications on these subjecis in the newspa- 
pers—thus silencing the press. Louallier was order- 
ed to be tried for treason by a court martial; and if 
the court had been sufficiently compliant, there is no 
doubt that he would have been shot; but fortunately 
Gen. Gaines, who presided, was the means of pre- 
venting soshocking a catastrophe. In the mean time, 
the friends of Louallier applied for a habeas corpus, 
which was issued by Judge Hall, after it had been 











offered the following amendment to the amendment 
of Mr. Barnarp: 


sert: ‘That the committee on the judiciary, to whom 
has been referred that part of the message of the 
After the signal defeat of the British, on the 8th| president of the United States at the commencement 
of January, they determined to withdraw, and in|of the session which recommends the reimburse- 
about two weeks retired on board their ships. News| ment of the fine im 
of peace shortly after reached the city, but not offi- | district court of the Gnited States at New Orleans, 
f in March, 1815, be instructed to report, within — 
certained by persons sent on board to effect an ex-| days, an amendment to be proposed to the bill, No. 
erhaps | 503, now in committee of the whole on the state of 

from excess of caution, to disregard the intelligence | the Union, which shall make the bill conformable to 
until it should be officially announced to him; and it| the recommendation of the president, without design- 
seems that the messenger from Washington had been * _ reflection on the judicial tribunal which imposed 
the fine. 


port their opinion whether the declaration of mar- 
tial law by Gen. Jackson at New Orleans was within 
the competency of his official power by the laws of 
war, without violation of the constitution of the U. 
States; and, if so, whether his imprisonment of Do- 
minick A. Hall, judge of the district court of the 
United States, and his arrest and subjection of Louis 
Louallier, a member of the legislature of the state 
of Louisiana, to a trial for his life by a court martial | 
appointed by Gen. Jackson himself, were justifiable | 
acts of martial law, and not abusive exercises of 
despotic and arbitrary power. And, also, their opin- 
ion whether, by the passage of this act, according to 
the recommendation in the message of the president, 
the sanction of congress will be given to the princi- 
ple that those acts of Gen. Jackson belong to the 
class of cases in which punishment may well be re- 
strained within that limit which asserts and main- 
tains the authority of the law and the subjectidn of 
the military to the civil power.” 


ment which he had offered. 


What would the editor of the Richmond 


1 have no objection to restoring the fine to Gen. 


But I am much deceived if the general 
Although he loves money 


H. M. BRACKENRIDGE. 
Tarentum, ( Pa.) 24, 1842. 


In the house of representatives January 6, Mr. Apams 


“Strike out all after the word ‘resolved’ and in- 


osed on Gen. Jackson by the 


And that the said committee do further re- 





The Speaker intimated to Mr. Apams that the 


first question in order was the motion of the gentle- 
man from Tennessee (Mr. Arnoip) to commit. 


Mr. ArNoLp withdrew his motion. 
Mr. Apams then offered his amendment to the 


amendment, and proceeded in his remarks. 


He said that the question was now on the amend- 
He had offered it in 


refused by Judge Lewis. Jackson, notsatisfied with| such a shape that, if this bill was to pass in any 


simply disregarding the writ, sent a file of men who 
seized the judge, carried him ten or twelve miles 
out of the city, and left him with orders not to 
return. The district attorney was served in the 
same way. I make no comment on these naked 
facts, which I presume will not be questioned, what- 
ever other matters may be alleged by way of pallia- 
tion or excuse. There was one idea suggested by 
the friends of Gen. Jackson, of so preposterous a 
nature that [ must just notice it. It was said by 








form whatsoever, it should pass in the manner re- 
commended by the message of the president of the 
United States. 
tention of the house to that portion of the message 
of the president which referred to this subject. The 
president says: 


And he begged leave to call the at- 


“IT recommend to congress to take into considera- 


tion the propriety of reimbursing a fine imposed on 
|Gen. Jackson at New Orleans, at the time of the 
,attack and defence of that city, and paid by him. 


them that, by means of the habeas corpus, his whole | Without designing any reflection on the judicial tri- 
force might have been withdrawn from the lines! | bunal which imposed the fine, the remission at this 


This might excuse his disobedience of the writ, but 
not the personal outrage offered to the district judge 


day may be regarded as not unjust or inexpedient.” 


The words of the president (said Mr. A.) were 


and attorney. It was soon after the official announce-! adopted in the resolution which he had offered, that 
ment of peace, and the cessation of martial law,|if this bill was to pass in any form, it should be 


that Judge Hall returned to New Orleans, and sum- | 
moned Jackson to appear before him and answer for | 


his disobedience of the writ of habeas corpus. The 
proceedings before him were such as were usual and 
proper in similar cases, and such as would be pur- 


sued now, by any judge in the United States, where 
this great writ of right shall have been disobeyed by the | 


person to whom it shall have been directed. It may be 
proper to notice the fact, to show the effect of this 
conduct of General Jackson upon the legislature of 
Louisiana, that when they met, a vote of thanks was 
passed by them, including the names of all who had 
distinguished themselves excepting that of Gen. Jack- 
son, which was passed in silence, intended no doubt asa 


tacit censure on hisdisregard of the civil rights of the | 


citizen. It may also be proper to inquire why no| confessing the justice and propriety of the act of the 


attempt was made to refund the fine during the ad-: judge. The president says: 





‘‘without designing any reflection on the judicial tri- 
bunal which imposed the fine.” This was the ground 
on which the president of the United States recom- 
mended to the consideration of congress the enact- 
ment of this law. And the president went on further 
in the same spirit, and (as Mr. A. understood it) on 
the principle that the judge who imposed the fine 
was executing faithfully the duties of his office; that 
the imprisonment of him and the treatment of Lou- 
allier was a violation of the Jaws; and that at the 
present time, after all the immediate consequences 
of that course of proceeding had happened, it was 
only an act of oblivion of the violation of the con- 
stitution and laws of the United States by General 
Jackson, without impugning, but, on the contrary, 


———<—- 

‘Without designing any reflection on the judicia} 
tribunal which imposed the fine, the remission at this 
day may be regarded as not unjust or inexpedient,» 

Observe (said Mr. A.) the caution of that phrase- 
ology. The president did not even say, as his own 
opinion, that at this time the remission of the fing 
might be regarded as not unjust or inexpedient, but 
said it ‘*may” so “be regarded,” without expressing 
an rnin himself. He proceeds: 

‘The voice of the civil authority was heard amidst 
the glitter of arms, and obeyed by those who held 
the sword, thereby giving additional Justre toa me. 
morable military achievement.” 

What was the meaning of that? (asked Mr. A.) 
The decree of the judge, conformable to law, wag 
heard by the military commander, and obeyed. What 
was that but an entire justification of that act on 
the part of the judge? And this was assigned by the 
president at this time as a motive for passing the bill, 
because, finally, Gen. Jackson did himself obey the 
lawful act of the judge. 

“If the laws were offended, their majesty was ful. 
ly vindicated, and, although the penalty incurred 
and paid is worthy of little regard in a pecuniary 
point of view, it can hardly be doubted that it would 
be gratifying to the war-worn veteran, now in retire. 
ment and in the winter of his days, to be relieved 
from the circumstances in which that judgment 
placed him.” 

“ft would be gratifying to the war-worn veteran,” 
(continued Mr. A.) Certainly, so far as the payment 
of the money might be supposed to operate on the 
‘‘war-worn veteran,” no doubt it would be gratify- 
ing. ‘*Whether ‘‘the war-worn veteran” was will- 
ing to accept of a donation from the people of this 
Union on that principle was another question. But 
this message went on the principle that ‘the war. 
worn veteran” was wrong in every one of those acts 
for which he suffered the punishment inflicted upon 
him by the judge, and that now he is, by the grati- 
tude of his country for other services, relieved from 
the circumstances in which that lawful and righte- 
ous judgment placed him. 

The president next proceeded to lay down princi- 
ples of extreme importance on this question, and of 
more importance because they were laid down by 
the president of the United States in the discharge 
of his official duty, in recommending the passage of 
a law by the congress of the United States, and of 
course setting forth, under that high authority, prin- 
ciples which, if true, conferred on the very office 
which he held a power superior to the constitution 
and the laws. What did the president say? He 
says: 

““There are cases” —and of course, said Mr. A., it 
must be implied that this principle laid down was 
laid down to cover the very case for which he re- 
commended the enactment of this law—‘“‘in which 
public functionaries may be called on to weigh the 
public interest against their own personal hazards; 
and if the civil law be violated from praiseworthy 
motives, or an overruling sense of public danger and 
public necessity, punishment may well be restrained 
within that limit which asserts and maintains the au- 
thority of the law and the subjection of the military 
to the civil power.” 

“The punishment!” 


ed on him for a violation of the laws and the consti- 
tution. 


authority. 


pages of our history.” 


as follows: 








people.” 


at least 


Sir, (continued Mr. A.) you 
are to relieve Gen. Jackson from punishment inflict- 


That was the recommendation of the presi- 
dent. It was punishment which was to be restrained 
for that which had already been done, and which as- 
serted the superiority of the civil over the military 


“The defence of New Orleans, while it saved a 
city from the hands of the enemy, placed the name 
of Gen. Jackson among those of the greatest cap- 
tains of the age, and illustrated one of the brightest 


It was the defence of New Orleans—the victory 
of New Orleans—not the imprisonment of Judge 
Hall—not the subjecting of Mr. Louallier to trial by 
a court martial, appointed by Gen. Jackson himselt; 
that was not, in the estimation of the president, what 
gave illustration and glory to that time; but it was 
an argument and reason, which the president sub- 
mitted to the consideration of congress, whether, 10 
consideration of this great and glorious service, they 
might not now relieve Gen. Jackson from the cit 
cumstances in which the righteous judgment of a 
judicial officer of the United States had placed opal 

Mr. A. further read from the president’s messag’ 


‘‘Now that the causes of excitement existing, 9 
that time had ceased to operate, it is ger ocr 
the remission of this fine, and whatever of grat! maa 
tion that remission might cause cag Paper yO 
who incurred and paid it, would be in accor sa 
with the general feeling and wishes of the Americ 
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amnesia: Sa’ . rae . 

That the American people wished that this sum of 
money might be repaid to Genera! Jackson, Mr. A. 
would not undertake to deny. it might be so. That 
at least a portion of the American people, viz: that 

jon commonly called the democratic party, wish- 
ed the refunding of this fine, he had no doubt. As 
to the mere act of refunding the fine and paying the 
money by the party in power, in the state legisla- 
tures, in this body, who had pushed on this measure 
with such extreme zeal and solicitude, tothe extent 
of starting the previous question for avoiding any 
discussion on it, they had an additional motive (as 
Mr. A. conjectured) besides that of relieving the 
‘«‘war-worn veteran” from the circumstances in which 
the righteous judgment of the judge had placed him. 

Mr. A. had heard a good deal within a few days 
past about setting up the presidency of the United 
States at auction, as the Praetorian guards once did 
the Roman empire. [Laughter.] He must say that, 
in the process of this auctioneering for the next pre- 
sidency, it seemed to him that this measure, originat- 
ing not from Anglo-Saxon or Anglo-lrish, but from 
French diplomacy, operating on the legislature of | 
the state of New York, was one of the best mea- 
sures that he had yet seen introduced into the presi- 
dential campaign. All this, both here and in the 
state legislatures, (who spoke the feelings of the 
American people, so anxious to relieve “the war- 
worn veteran)—all this was auctioneering for the 
presidency. The good will of Gen. Jackson, how 
was it courted by all the divisions of the democratic 
party? Mr. A. thought it not very difficult to trace 
every operation of this measure, from the first pro- 
position in the legislature of New York down to the 
last proposition in the legislature of South Carolina, 
“the land of the bloody bill”—to trace every ope- 
ration in all these causes to auctioneering for the 
presidency. 

There were rumors afloat—he did not wish to spe- 
cify them for he did not know what was their foun- 
dation—but he had heard it frequently repeated that | 
this great question of the divisions in the democratic | 
party was ultimately to be decided by Gen. Jack- 
son himself; that he at last was to be the president 
of a national democratic convention which was to) 
nominate the president of the United States—(and | 
who knew what the result of that convention might 
be as to nominations?) These rumors were very | 
much afloat, and from what they had seen it was ve-) 
ry clear, as had been already remarked, that all di-| 
visions of the democratic party were now humble | 
suitors at the feet of Gen. Jackson for his good will | 
or for his neutrality. Mr. A. did not expressly as-| 
sign this president’s message to that purpose. The 
president of the United States knew himself what 
his motives were. Mr. A. did not say that this was | 
a bid at the great auction; but he said if it was, it | 
was a pretty good one; and yet it seemed to him, 
from what he had heard, that it was not enough; 
that the “‘war-worn veteran” would say, ‘that bid 
will not do, Mr. President.” Mr. A. thought he had 
said so already; and he wished to have the trial 
made by putting the bill, if it passed, exactly in 
conformity with the message of the president, so 
that they might see whether the “‘war-worn veteran” 
would take the bid. Although there was one pas- 
sage of the resolution he had offered which pointed 
directly at this sentiment of the president of the 
United States as the ground on which this bill was 
to be passed, there was another which contained dif- 
ferent provisions, and which he would thank the 
clerk to read. 

The clerk read the closing paragraph of Mr. A.’s 
amendment as follows: 

‘“‘And also their opinion whether, by the passage 
of this act, according to the recommendation in the 
message of the president, the sanction of congress 
will be given to the principle that those acts of Gen. 
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part of the laws of this land that the commander in 

chief of the army of the United States had a discre- | 
tionary power by law to declare martial law, and 
that all the rights of the citizen were to be prostrat- 
ed so Jong as it lasted, and so Jong as he chose to con- 
tinue it. There was no alternative; they must pass 
this bill, if it passed at all, on the principle laid down 
in the message of the president of the United States, 
recognising the violation of law by Gen, Jackson; 
recognising the justice of the decree of the judge, | 
the judicial officer who imposed the fine, and remit- | 
ting the fine as a restraint on the punishment, in con- 
sequence of the length of time which had passed, 
and the removal of the excitement occasioned by | 
this violation of law; or they must in this bill sanc-| 
tion the principle that the president of the United | 
States, the moment the country is invaded, has a 

discretionary power as commander-in-chief of all. 
the armies of the United States, and that any com-| 
manding general under him has the power, by his_ 
own authority, without even instructions of his gov- | 
ernment, to declare martial law, and to decide all 

the rights, all the privileges, all the rights of pro- 
perty, of personal liberty, and of life, to every indi- | 
vidual included within the bounds over which mar- | 
tial law isdeclared. Let them sanction this princi- | 
ple, and they could not escape from it: this would | 
be the law of the land in all future time, and they | 
their children, and the children of the whole people ' 
of the United States through all time, as long as our | 
constitution ‘should last—as long as we were an in- 

dependent nation—should be subject to that martial | 
law, and to the fiat not only of the president of the’ 
United States, but of the commander of any army. | 
They must do one thing or the other: they must re-| 
mit this fine as a restraint on the punishment then | 





imposed, or they must grant it as Gen. Jackson de-| 


manded, (stigmatizing the character of a man (long | 
since dead) who had the heroic courage—at least | 
equal to that which won the battle of New Orleans; | 
the heroic courage to dircharge his duty as an officer | 
of the United States, as a judge, on the victor him-, 
self at the moment of his victory. 
Mr. A. was not sure that he should vote for the 
bill if it was put precisely in the form in which the 
president of the Unitea States had recommended it 
should be put, and on that principle, with a fuil and 
thorough understanding not only that the judge who 
imposed the fine acted faithfully to his duty—faith- 
fully to his country—but that the remission of the 


fine itself was granted on the principle of remitting a) 


} 


punishment. He didnot know. The president of the 
United States brought Gen. Jackson into this Louse, 
and said, in the language of an ancient triumphant 
victor, ‘Date obolum Belisario” He felt that feel- 
ing, and it would go far towards removing his scru- 


Mr. Adams would like to have concluded his sentence 
and speech, but his hour having expired, Mr. Inger- 
soll claimed the floor. 
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MESSAGE OF THE GOVEROR OF MA- 
RYLAND. 





Gentlemen of the senate and house of delegates: 

That the legislature may have at an early stage of 
its session, a general view of the condition of the 
public affairs of Maryland, custom has very properly 


imposed upon the chief magistrate, the duty of ma-)} 
At this time, its | 


king an annual communication. 
candid and truthful discharge, (owing to the crippled 
and disordered condition of the finances of the state) 
devolved upon him a high and unusual responsibility, 


and, if not a mortifying, certainly not an agrecable | 


task. 
Highly influential citizens of the state, enjoying the 


public confidence and filling stations giving to their | 


opinions undue authority, had united in inculcating 





Jackson belong to the class of cases in which punish- 
ment may well be restrained within that limit which 
asseris and maintains the authority of the law and 
the subjection of the military to the civil power.” 
The committee (continued Mr. A.) were to report 
whether the acts of Gen. Jackson were in that class 
of cases where punishment might be restrained—the 
punishment having taken effect, and the consequence 
of it being now to be given back to the offender. 
The resolution he proposed was strictly in conformi- 
ty to the recommendation of the president of the 
United States, and, if the bill were to pass, he hoped 
it would pass in that form which the president of the 
United States had recommended; for this reason, not 
because General Jackson had in substance declared 
more than once that he would not receive one dollar 
on this principle, but because if it was on another 
principle, on which Gen. Jackson himself declared 
he would receive and no other, the moncy tendered 
to him—because if this bill passed on that principle, 
the principle of Jackson would be made the iaw of 
the land to all future time, and it would exist as a 


the belief, that public and private interests were to 
be greatly benefitted by the policy which, for many 
years characterized our Jegislation. At length, how- 
ever, the enormous amount of our public debt, des- 
troying altogether public credit, roused the whole 
people to see and feel the reality of our situation.— 
The apprehensions, very naturally excited by the de- 
plorable condition in which the finances of the state 
were found to be, were in some degree soothed by 
the measures of your immediate predecessors, de- 
signed as they were, to furnish the means whereby 
the faith of the State should be maintained, and its 


But, it has now become my painful duty to announce 
to you, that these measures have proved inadequate to 
the accomplishment of the object for which they 
were designed. This duty, unpleasant and mortify- 
ing as it is, imposes however, responsibilities far short 
of those devolved upon you, who are not only to as- 
certain and’ expose the extent of public embarrass- 
ments, but to devise and apply an appropriate reme- 
dy. But whilst the constitution assigns to you this 











eugagements promptly met, and fully discharged.— | 
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more important labour, it is believed to be not unbe- 
coming for me to deciare that the time has arrived 
when a decisive and distinct course ought to be adop- 
ted and pursued, as being alike due to our common 
constituency and their creditors. Coming as you do 
from the bosom of the community; representing eve- 
ry section of the state, enjoying its confidence, and 
familiar therefore, as you must be, with its wishes, 
intentions and resources, you are qualified, and doubt- 
less prepared, to examine and dispose of every ques- 
tion suggested by the condition of our public affairs, 
in a manner satisfactory to all parties interested. 
[ Debt of the state and city of Baltimore. | 

In estimating the extent of the obligations of the 
people of Maryland, for which provision is now to 
be made, we must include a portion of the public 
debt of the city of Baltimore; because, to the extent 
of the contribution of the people of that city to pay 
the interest on their own internal improvement debt, 
their means to meet the necessities of the state gov- 
ernment are necessarily diminished. Of the whole 
debt of that city, $4,830,000 were borrowed by auth- 
ority of the legislature, to prosecute the system of in- 
ternal improvement. This large sum being invested 
in stocks, yielding little or no dividend, the corporate 
authorities of Baltimore are compelled annually to 
levy $270,000 to pay interest. In addition to this an 
annual tax is paid for municipal purposes, analagous 
to the contributions of the people of the several coun- 
ties, for local objects. To decide rightly then, as to 
the capacity of the people of the whole state to en- 
dure the taxation necessary to maintain the public 
credit inviolate, we are to form an aggregate of this 
internal improvement debt of our commercial empo- 
rium, and of the unproductive investinents in road 
and canal stocks, made by those who have acted dir- 
ectly under state authority. 

The public debt of the state is $15,211,393 94— 
deducting from this sum $3,200,000 for the bonds 
issued to the Baltimore and Ohio railroad company, 
and $1,000,000 for the subscriptions of the state in 
the stock of the Baltimore and Ohio and Baltimore 
and Washington railroad companies, and certain 
other amounts, considered by the treasurer as not 
now chargeable upon the treasury, and we have 
$10,000,000. of the state’s debt bearing an annual in- 
terest of $600,000, for which we are to make pro- 
vision. ‘lo this is to be added, $4,830,000 for the 
internal improvement debt of Baltimore,* and there 
is then ascertained, a public debt of $14,830,000, 





[* That the worst aspect whch could well be preseuted 
of the debts and difficulties under which Maryland is Ja- 
bouring has been exhibited by both the governor and the 
treasurer of the state, we observed when inserting tle 


annual report of the latter in a late number of the Regis- 
ter. ‘The motive of the treasurer for exhibiting the worst 
ples, in order to show that this nation was willing— | 


of the case we supposed to be toinfluence the legislature 
to the more earnest and effective measures for meeting 
‘the difficulties. His whole language is in proof of this 
| opinion. Weshould have attributed the same admissable 
| motive tothe governor, had he not himself deprived us of 
such a conclusion by suggesting to the legislature the ex- 
pediency of deferring the only resource now lefi for sus- 
iaining the staie’s credit. As Marylanders we are 
mortified at this; as well as at his descending to argue the 
subject of repudiation. We think the reflecting people 
of the state did not expect or wish such suggestions from 
such an authority. Norcan we balieve that those sug- 
gestions would have been made if not induced by party 
considerations. 

‘That the state accounts should be so kept as that the 
del ot the state should be quoted in all the publications 
abroad, as being nearly one-third more than it virtually 
is, one would think was of itself sufficiently onerous. 
In all the official reports, Maryland appears to be fif- 
teen millions of dollarsin debt, and yet both the govern- 
or and treasurer show in derail, that the actual debt is 
| scarcely ten millions of dollars. We may be said to be 
honest overmuch in making tosuch an extent, the worst 
}exhibit of our condition. But, as if this were not enough 
to our disadvantage, Gov. Thomas has resorted to the 
extraordinary expedient of adding the debt of the cor- 
poration of Baltimore, to that of the state, in order to en- 
hance the apparent difficulties. What would the peo- 
ple of New York think of the governor of their state, ad- 
ding the debt of the corporation of their principal city 
including its twelve and a half millions for the Croton 
aqueduct, to the amount of their state debt? What 
would the people of Louisiana say-to having the debt of 
the city of N. Orleans added to their state debt?. Again, 
on the other hand; whilst including corporation debts— 
why did Gov. Thomas omit the debt of the city of Fre- 
derick, and the debt of the city of Annapolis? If the 
{state debt 1s to be augmented by having corporation 
debts added toit, we see no reascn why the favor should 
not be extended to individuals too. ‘We know of one at 
least, that would be personally much relieved by such a 
favor. The indebtedness of the state might be conside- 
rably enhanced in that way. 

These remarks are wrung from us most reluctantly, by 
no means in a spirit of hostility to the governor, but in 
vindication of what we conscienciously believe to be the 
true character and real condition of the state of Mary- 
land—unfairly, as we think, represented from authority 
in high places.]--ED. NAT. REG. 
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with an interest of $870,000, annually chargeable 
on the whole property of the state, assessed at 
$196,751,148 98, requiring a permanent tax of 7] 
cents in the hundred dollars for the city of Baltimore 
and of 31 cents on the hundred dollars for the resi- 
due of the state. 

Besides this amount of permanent debt, there is 
due to the banks of the state $128,203,—to Messrs, 
Baring of London $104,864, and to holders of the 
state bonds $262,589, making $859,656 payable on 
the first day of December 1842, for interest in arrear. 
[ Revenue for the past year, expedients for its deficiency. | 

The legislature at an extra session holden in April 
1841, authorised the levy of a direct annual tax of 
20 cents in the hundred dollars, and, at December 
session of the same year, authorized an additional tax 
of five cents in the hundred dollars, the whole for 
the years 1841-"42, amounting to $885,380, and made 
payable by instalments into the treasury by the first 
day of March 1843. Of this amount the treasurer 
has received the sum of $262,994.52; the city of 
Baltimore and each of the counties in the state ,sex- 
cept Worcester, Somerset and Calvert; having paid a 
portion of it. ‘The treasurer has paid this sum to 
the banks of the state on account of advances made 
by them to the treasurer, thus reducing their claims 
to $128,203, as before mentioned, and leaving a bal- 
ance of $622,386 due and payable to the treasury 
on or before the first day of March, 1843, and ap- 
plicable to the payment of the $858,659 for interest 
in arrear. 

In this aspect of the condition of the public finan- 
ces, all reference to the income of the state other 
than that to be derived from the direct tax, 1s pur- 
posely omitted, the treasurer being satisfied that the 
revenue from other sources will not exceed the 
amount required to defray the ordinary expenses. 

Taking this view of the debt and resources of state, 
the senate and house have the opportunity to deter- 
mine, whether the existing assessment laws require 
any modification; and whether an increase of the di- 
rect tax can be looked to as a means to maintain the 
public credit. [tis presumed, that it cannot be the 
purpose of the legislature to compel, by the policy of 
its enactments, the destruction or conversion of the 
capital of the tax payers, as that would inevitably 
and sooner exhaust the resources of reveuue. As- 
suming then, that the taxes are to be paid out of in- 
come and profits, it may be well consider, whether 
instead of adding to the direct tax, at this time, it 
would not be proper to extend indulgence, by pro- 
longing that time, within which, taxes now due, are 
made payable. 
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[Cireulating medium.] 

The general stagnation in business, the depression 
of prices, and diminution in the amount of the cur- 
rency, naturally lead us to inquire as to the policy of 
providing a medium, that would facilitate the pay- 
ment of the very large amount of taxes to come into 
the treasury within the present fiscal year. Neither 
inconvertible paper, nor an increase of the bank is- 
sues is to be thought of. But it may not be consi- 
dered inexpedient to authorise the tax collectors to 
take in payment of the public dues, the coupons of 
the state bonds, and certificates of the commissioner 
of loans for interest, which it is proposed to pay out 
of the revenue to be collected. These evidences of 
debt are now much below their nominal value.— 
They may be purchased by capitalists at present 
prices, and as the means for their ultimate payment 
are provided, the holders hereafter are to make a 
valuable speculation. If a certain portion of them 
were made serviceable in the payment of public 
dues, to be destroyed by the treasurer upon being re- 
ceived, every tax payer could become a purchaser, 
the price of them would be increased by competition 
in the market, and the burthen of the taxes would be 
diminished to the extent of the difference between 
tite sum paid to the holders of claims for interest, and 
the par value of such claims. In the event of such 
a policy being adopted, it would be necessary, of 
course, to classify these claims against the treasury, 
so as not to have those receivable in any one year to 
exceed the amount of revenue payable within the 
same period. 


The expediency of authorising the treasurer to use 
the bank stocks of the state by their transfer to its 
creditors, to meet the current demands upon the trea- 
sury, is entitled to consideration. Such a measure 
would effectually separate the state government from 
the banking corporations, and in dissolving that alli- 
ance be productive of much good; and to the amount 
of the bank stock relieve the people from heavy and 
burdensome taxation. It does not seem to be sound 
policy to lay taxes to pay interest while we hold per- 
ishable capital that may be rendered, by mismanage- 
ment hereafter, entirely unavailable. To guard 
against unnecessary sacrifice, a minimum price could 
be fixed upon the stock, 
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control of those holding opinions, which had been 
condemned by the judgment of the whole country. 
They refused to abandon altogether, an extravagant 
system of roads and canals that cannot be consum- 
mated in a country like the United States, where the 
population is scattered and sparse. Measures were 
taken to place Maryland in the van of those states 
ambitious of rivalling Great Britain, Holland, and 
other countries, where the population is crowded and 
dense, and where their vast numbers justify large 
expenditures to facilitate intercourse. In the short 
space of seven years succeeding the veto of the pre- 
sident, our state debt was augmented more than 
twelve millions of dollars. Within the same period, 
other roads and canals were projected, until, (it wil] 
seem incredible now when the public mind is per- 
fectly sobered,) we behold the little state of Mray- 
land, having ten thousand square miles of territory, 
and 318,194 white inhabitants, staggering along with 
undertakings that would task the financial resources 
of the whole kingdom of Great Britain, clothed as it 
is with power, by means of its standing armies to ex- 
tort for public purposes, from the hand of industry, 
every dollar it has earned. 

We were, at one and the same time, projecting or 
constructing a rail road to Annapolis, a rail road 
from Baltimore to Washington, a rail road from 
Baltimore to the Susquehanna, a rail r6ad on the 
Eastern Shore, a rail road from Baltimore to the 
Ohio, and a magnificent canal from tide water on the 
Potomac to the Onio river. If the people of the 
state had then comprehended, as they do now, the 
means by which this grand system was to be con- 
ducted, it is not to be doubted, but that they would 
have risen in their strength and have swept from 
power, everywhere, all its authors. Or, if the for- 
tunate purchasers of Maryland bonds had then under- 
stood, as most of them now understand, the financial 
measures devised to ensure the punctual payment of 
interest promised upon the face of them, speculators 
and their speculations must have been arrested, for 
no one would have been hardy enough to make in- 
vestments of his capital in securities, for the payment 
of the interest on which, no suitable means had been 
provided. 

There was a time when no statesman would have 
risked his reputation by proposing to contract a pub- 





[ Estimated revenue for current year.] 
{ have no means of ascertaining what revenue may | 
be expected for this year, (none having been receiv- | 
ed for the last,) under the various tax Jaws passed at | 
the last session. ‘To obtain the information, inquiries 
were addressed to the officers having charge of their 


P ° lawveenti ‘ heirr . aim easel i a steal 4 \ 
The payment into the treasury, as is now by law | execution, and their replies will be submitted for your 


required, of $622,389, between the first day of De- 
ceinber, 1842, and the first day of March, 1843, a 
period of 3 months, is equivalent to a tax made pay- 
able in twelve months, of one hundred and twenty 
four cents in the hundred dollars. Jf, in the exercise 
of a benignant indulgence that seems to be called for 
by the character of the times, the legislature should 
extend the period within which these large exactions 
for public purposes are to be raised, to the end of the 
present fiscal year, still, the incomes and proiits of the 
people of the state would be so much reduced as to 
make the strictest economy with all, and serious pri- 
vation with many, necessary and unavoidable. For 
it must be remembered that, in addition to the large 
sum due and payable on the first of March next, ex- 
isting Jaws and wants of the treasury demand, that 
a further sum of $491,877, shall be collected by the 
first of December, 1843. By adding this last amount 
being the tax of twenty-five cents in the hundred 
dollars, payable annually under acts of April and 
December sessions of the year 1841, tothe $622,389 
due on the first of March next in pursuance of the 
same laws. and $270,000 annual improvement tax 
of Baltimore city, we discover $1,354,266 is to paid 
within the year, equivalent to a levy of ninety seveii 
cents in the hundred dollars for Baltimore, and of fil- 
tv seven cents for the state at large. 
” From what has been said, it 1s apparent, that it 
was the desigo of the legislature to provide for the 
payment of the whole interest in arrear on or before 
the first of next March; and it is equally manifest, 
this object will not be accomplished. The interest in 
arrear is as already stated, $859,656, and the revenue 
intended for its payment being only $622,376, there 
will be a balance of $237,270 chargeable on the as- 
sessment of 1843. ‘To this we are to add $600,000, 
the anticipated deficit in the treasury for tie year 
1843, making $837,170, and from that sum to deduct 
$191,877 the revenue to be expected from the direct 
tax for the same year, and there will bea balance of 
$345,393 to be provided for. 
As the sinking fund may be looked to by some, as a 
source of supply to the treasury, it is proper to state, 
that of this fund $1,158,476 is.invested in tne bonds 


t 


could be made available. 





consideration. 

If the law requiring licenses to be taken out by 
brokers is to be persevered in as a means of rais- 
ing revenue, a modification of its requirements is 
indispensable, inasmuch as the sum demanded is 
so high as to preclude persons from applying for 
them. The income tax law needs, also, a declurato- 
ry statute to ensure to its provisions an uniform con- 
struction. 

[ Wonder and surprise at the enormous debt of the state.] 


It is impossible to contemplate this condition of 
affairs without wonder and surprise, that, a prudent 
and economical people, enjoying justly a high cha- 
racter for the punctilious performance of all en- 
gagements, public and private, should be involved 
in a few years, in debts so enormous. In 1830 the 
state was in full possession of the means from its 
ordinary revenue, to meet promptly all its liabili- 
ties. About that time, the policy of internal im- 
provement which promised to overwhelm the gene- 
ral government with debt and taxes, was undergo- 
ing a most strict and rigid examination. Public at- 
tention was directed intently, to the deliberations of 
congress on the subject, and a public opinion, deep, 
strong and resistless, formed against the whole system, 
as equally premature, unwise, inexpedient and un- 
constitutional. 
| Evtravagance and improvidence of the former rulers of 

the state. ] 

The veto of the then president on the Maysville 
and Rockville roads, and his triumphant re-election 
in 1832, were hailed as indications, that the day was 
yet distant when the people of the United States were 
to be made to feel, that no form of government can 
be considered a guaranty for the peaceful enjoyment 
of the rewards of industry. Those who were ad- 
ministering the government of the union, in all its 
departments, heeded the admonitions given by their 
constituents at the elections, and a course of mea- 
sures in accordance therewith, eventuated in the pay- 
ment of the whole national debt, in the reduction of 
taxes, and in the accumulation of a surplus of reve- 


;nue of $28,101,644 91 which was afterwards distri- 
of the state, and that the balance of $20,856 alone | buted to the states. 


Unfortunately for this ill-fated 


j state, every department of its government was under 


lic debt, without, at the same time levying a tax to 
pay the interest, and eventually to redeem the prin- 
cipal. It was considered but just fo levy the tax, 


| that those who were to pay the debt might have full 
5! and distinct warning as to the extent of the obliga- 
| tions they were entering into; and, it was esteemed 
' equally just to do so, that the public creditor might 
| make his investment ona sure foundation, and witha 


| perfect understanding of their character. This sa- 
| lutary rule was disregarded by those who had charge 
|of our public finances. They depended for the pay- 
ment of interest upon contracts, entered into with 
the various companies to which bonds had been is- 
sued, and those companies relied upon the remote 
and very contingent possibility that the works pro- 
jected, would, when completed, afford an income 
to pay interest on the cost of their construction.— 
[ drguments in favor of repudiation. | 
By this proceeding both the tax payers and the pub- 
lic creditors of Maryland have been misled; and 
now, the alternative is presented of repudiating our 
debt, or, of submitting to the exactions of the tax-ga- 
therer. 

Such was the indignation of many, when first 
awakened toa true conception of the whole subject,* 
that a strong disposition prevailed to deny all obli- 
gations to pay the debt, on account of the absence 
of constitutional power in the Jegislature to con- 
tract it. In support of this opinion, the thirteenth 
article of ovr bill of rights, (which is declared to be 
a part of our constitutjon,) is mainly relied upon.— 
It is not obvious that it will bear such a construction. 
And moreover, it is not clear that it would be right 
now to interpose such an objection to the payment 
of the debt, since the people of the state have year 
after year, from the various counties and cities, re- 
elected those who were fastening on us the policy, 
now so grievous in its consequences. 








*/ Without reference to the wisdom or the folly of the 
course adopted, it may certainly be assumed as true, that 
if ever the people of any state were deliberately consult- 
ed on ineurfing a public debt, the people of Marylan 
were so consulied. ‘The quesiion of commencing ant 
constructing the public improvements for which the state 
is now in debt was canvassed for many years. The mea- 
sure was faryfron: being a party measure, for the leaders 
of both parties united in support of it The governor 


the state by assuming so mucl surprise for them at as- 
certaining that they are in debt. Whoin Maryland was 
ignorant of the proposition to enact the eight million 
loan bill for instance, before it was enacied? Nore BY 
Ep. Rea.) 





scarcely does justice to the intelligence of the people of 
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The article of the bill of rights, alluded to, de-| 
elares that, ‘every person in the state ought to con-, 
tribute his proportion of the public taxes for the! 
support of government, according to its actual worth 
in real and personal property.” It is contended that 
taxes can be levied only, ‘‘for the support of govern- 
ment,” engaged in legitimate objects, and it is denied 
that the construction of roads and canals is one of the 

urposes for which the government was organized. 
Without intending to enter into the argument, it may 
not be amiss to remark, that one of the modes of 
ascertaining the true meaning of the bill of rights 
is to be found in the practice, purporting to be in 


was framed. Looking for that practice we find the 
statute books of Maryland are full of laws authoris- 
ing the opening and establishing of roads. And we 
find also there, numerous acts of assembly delegat- 
ing power, (and the legislature cannot delegate what 
it does net possess,) to the corporate authorities of 
cities, to open, pave, and otherwise improve streets, 
and to commissioners and other officers of coun- 
ties, to lay out and repair roads to build bridges, 
and to levy on the assessable property within their) 
respective jurisdictions, taxes to defray the expense | 
attendant upon the exercise of the powers thus | 
granted. | 


Whatever may be the contrariety of opinions, all | 
doubtless, honestly entertained, as to the constitu- | 
tional competency of the legislature, which contracte | 
ed our internal improvement debt, it would seem | 
there must be a concurrence of opinion, that the pre- | 
sent lamentable state of things demands some guran- 
ty to the rights of private property for the future.— | 
However the contest between those who deny, and | 
those who contend for the existence of this power 
in government may eventuate, it is easy to foresee 
the most lamentable consequences are inevitable to 
one or the other class, equaily innocent, of its unfor- 
tunate victims. If the debt could to repudiated, nu- 
merous bond holders are to be beggared; and if it is 
paid, the people of the state are to be oppressed, most | 
grievously, with taxation. Secing this, ought not all 
to unite in devising an effectual, complete and perfect 
guard against a possible recurrence of such painiul | 
alternatives. 

Experience proves that the vigilance of the people 
is not always a sufficient guard against improvident 
legislation. Occupied as they must be, by daily re-| 
turning toil, in pursuits intended to secure personal 
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unjustly and oppressively. the representatives of the 

majority of the people, the patriotic and glorious 

nineteen senatorial electors, in strict conformity with | 
the very language of the constitution, devised and 
executed a movement, intended and well designed to | 
force, if not an entire surrender of inalienable | 
rights, at least some compromise of conflicting | 
claims. The movement was succeeded by amend- | 
ments to the constitution, reorganizing the executive | 
and legislative departments of the government.—_ 
The people were authorised, by direct vote to electa 
chief magistrate, clothed with all the executive pow- 
ers which his predecessors had possessed. The 
house of delegates was newmodeled, so as to make 
it approximate more nearly than it had done, a body 
where the popular will could be reflected. The 
members were also reapportioned amongst the coun- 
ties and the city of Baltimore, but neither wealth | 
nor population was made the basis of representation. | 
An arbitrary rule was adopted under which, the. 
large counties and the city of Baltimore have five, 
and the smallest counties have three delegates. The 
senate was changed, so as to dispense with the agen- 
cy of electors, each county and the city of Baltimore 
having power to chose one member. And now, the 
senate is so constituted that the members in that bo- | 
dy, representing less than one-third of our population, 
can prevent the passage, or repeal of laws, against the | 
sense of the other members of that body, representing 

the other two-thirds of the population, and the entire 

house of delegates united. 


[Mode of appointing states’ agents in joint stock compa- | 
— nies objected to; executive formerly had that power. | 
At the time of the election of my predecessor, the 

agents and directors of the state in the several joint 


| 


ment, whilst but few of the recipients of its bounties 
have been enriched, caused a most unfortunate revo- 
lution in public feeling. if not in public opinion.— 
The possession of that fund, stimulating as it did the 
wildest public speculations, destroyed at once, all 
those salutary restraints founded in the habits of the 
people, and the condition and powers of their local 
governments. An inexhaustible fountain of wealth, 


it was believed, had been opened, which was to flow 


in perennial streams into the state treasuries. State 
legislators, it was thought, were no longer to be li- 
mited in their operations, or abridged in their ex- 
penditures, hy the amount of revenue they might be 
emboldened to take directly by taxes from the pock- 


ets of the people. A new source of supply was to 


come through the breach made in the federal consti- 
tution. Private property was to be obtained for pub- 
lic purposes, by a less perceptible, because more cir- 

uitous route. High tariffs were to be levied to 
supply, not only the demands of the national treasu- 


ry, but in conjunction with the land sales, to furnish 


a surplus for distribution, after that deposited was 
exhausted. Under the influence of these and simi- 
lar delusions, the large and oppressive debt of Ma- 


ryland has been contracted. And now, when the 


people are groaning under the weight of the taxes 
imposed, we have an exhibit of their share of the 
vast amounts expected from the national treasury, 
in a sum insufficient to pay the interest on a few 


bonds held in trust for tribes of Indians. This is 
‘the result of the land bill. It is as fruitless as 


ashes. ‘This melancholy and mortifying disappoint- 
ment to most buoyant hopes, should warn the tax 
payers not to be tantalized by specious devices.— 
Our public debt, if paid, must be paid out of our own 


. . 'iTpea ree YeayVv j 7c hLaraica Y ' 
stock companies were by law to be appointed by the | Tesources. Whoever thinks otherwise, follows a 


governor, subject to the confirmation or rejection of | 


phantom. 


the senate. ‘This mode of appointment had prevail-; The evil consequences, threatened by our state li- 


ed during the existence of the old constitution, while 





abilities to our institutions, are greater far in the 


the minority had uninterrupted sway. This power | measures they have prompted as a means to escape 


is now not only taken from the executive, but from | 


the house of delegates. The present agents and di- 
rectors of the state were appointed by this law at 
December session 1840, to continue in office until 
their successors should be chosen by concurrent vote 
of the twohouses. They have been continued in office 
since without reappointment, as the house of dele- 


‘gates and senate have never concurred in the election 


of their successors, and it is not probable they will 
speedily do so. 


comforts for themselves and their families, they [Public debt and derangement of currency attribuled tc 


have not an eye constanly fixed on the proceedings 
of their representatives. Intervals of a Jong series 
of years will occur, when public attention is divert- 
ed too much from the aetion of government, and at 
such times, mistakes and abuses, in the administra- 
tion of public affairs, gross and glaring, will be com- 
mitted necessarily. For these ordinarily, a remedy 
is to be found ina change of rulers. No such re- 
medy however can be applied where the public faith 
has been pledged under contracts, entered into by 
one generation, to be fulfilled by another. This be- 
ing the case, the instances in which, and the purposes 
for which a public debt may be contracted, ought to 
be pointed out as distinctly as possible, in the consti- 
tution. 


As necessarily connected with the subject of the| 
public debt and internal improvements of the state, | 


the attention of the legislature is invited to the 
law passed at December session, 1840, preserib- 
ing the mode in which all agents and directors, 
intended to represent the state in the joint stock 
companies, shall be appointed and continued in of: 
fice. ‘lo appreciate the purpose, intent and effect of 
this law, a few preliminary observations are indis- 
pensable. 
[ The ‘glorious nineteen.” | 
It is known every where, that prior to 1836 the 


governor of Maryland was elected by joint bailot of 


the two houses of the legislature. It is equally well, 


known, that at that time, such was the unjust prin- 
ciple of apportionment, adopted in the distribution 
of the members of the Jegislature to the several 
counties and cities, that a very smaJ] minority of the 
people had perfect control of both branches. ‘This 
took necessarily and entirely out of the hands of the 
majority, the whole executive and legislative power 
of the state. For a long series of tedious years, the 
majority continued to remonstrate against this anti- 
republican and tyrannical organization of the pow- 
ers of government. Their petitions were not heed- 
ed, although the legislature is especially clothed with 
power under the constitution toremode] and amend 


it, so as to adapt its provisions to changes, which its 


influence of corporations. } 
The interest of the state is very large in the com- 
| panies incorporated to make roads and canals. The 
| power of these companies is very great to effect the 
| well being, the happiness and prosperity of the peo- 
|ple. ‘Through their influence over the legislature, 
|}an enofmous public debt has been contracted. In 
| the exercise of their authority, the whole currency 
| of the state has been repeatedly deranged. Their 
income and disbursements exceed largely the ore1- 
nary revenue and expenditures of the state, and in 
fact they constitute an imperium in imperio, sufficient- 
ly powerful to justify a people jealous of their rights, 
in insisting upon the subordination of their govern- 
ments to the only sovereign power in the state, the 
popular will signified through its immediate repre- 
'sentatives. It is most’respectfully submitted for your 
consideration to determine, whether this law of De- 
cember session 1840, ought not to be repealed, or at 
least remodeled so that the authority which the se- 





delegates, or in the legislature, to be exercised on 
joint ballot, to guard against its employment for any 
other purposes than those promotive of the great 
public interests involved. It cannot be expected 
that all parties, and all classes can be harmoniz- 
ed in support of any system of taxation that may 
be devised, if the whole people are to pay, and the 
| minority alone, to manage and expend all the public 
revenue. 
{ Distribution act—arguments against it.] 
Letters will be communicated which have been 
received from the treasury department of the United 
States, giving information as to the distributive share 
| of this state of the proceeds of the sales of the public 
jjands. From them it will appear, that the distribu- 
tive share of Maryland is $15,187 S4, and that the 
claim of the United States on account of interest due 
on Maryland bonds held in trust for certain Indiana, 





tled demand for $4,296 29. 


framers foresaw, when they were fashioning it more| volved, than the delusive expectations re-kindled 


than half a century ago, would take place in the dis- 
tribution of the wealth and population of the state. 





nate is now clothed, may be placed in the house of | 


is $19,483 81, and that the treasurer of the U. States | 
has retained the whole fund, and still has an unset- | for state bonds, has as yet but few public advocates. 


their direct payment, than their effects as invasions 
of the rights of private property. There is an ener- 
gy and elasticity in the American character, that will 
soon cause the whole country to recover from its 
present depression, without governmental aid in any 
form. There is cause to fear that errors of opinion, 
growing out of our pecuniary difficulties, as to the 
nature of our complex and beautiful system of goy- 
ernment, may not so soon be eradicated. Unlimitesl 
authority to dispose of the publie lands, was not se- 
riously and generally claimed for the government of 
the Union, until after the power to consummate a 
grand system of roads and canals was denied to be in 
congress. After that, the deeds of cession for that 
part of the national domain lying east of the Missis- 
sippi and north of Florida, were so construed as to 
make language, declaring expressly that the Jand 
ceded to the United States “should be considered a 
common fund,” for the use and benefit of the United 
States, mean that the grantee in the deed should dis- 
pose of them, and make separate funds for each of 
the states in the confederacy; and the stipulations in 
the same deeds that the Jands should be used for the 
benefit of the United States according to their usual 
“respective portions in the general charge and ex- 
penditure,” was made tosignify, that congress should 
have power to distribute to the several states the mo- 
ney arising from land sales, not according to their 
respective portions in the general charge and expen- 
diture, but to an arbitrary rule of distribution, to be 
found in the land bill. As to the vast domain pur- 
chased by money out of the common treasury, no 
power to distribute the proceeds of its sales being 
found in the several treaties, authority for that pur- 
pose was derived from thatarticle of the constitution 
intended only to clothe congress with power to sell 
| the lands, or dispose of them in the same manner as 
‘the other property of the United States may be, for 
'the purpose of the general government. 

The land bill, the creature of those constitutional 
| doctrines, has had its day. It has most signally fail- 
ed to answer the purpose of its authors, and we are 
|now to encounter, in another form, a temptation to 
| give such an enlargement to the powers of the gene- 
|ral government, as would ultimately consolidate un- 
der one head all those now possessed and exercised 
by the several states, 

| [2rgument against the issue of general government stock 
| Sor state debts] 

| ‘The proposition to issue a government stock of se- 
veral hundred millions of dollars, to be exchanged 

















[t is, however, sufficiently countenanced to justify 


Nothing has influenced more fatally the evil coun- | serious consideration. It is not designed to relieve 
cils by which so many of the states have become in- the people of their obligation to pay annually the in- 


terest of their public debts, but to have the taxes 


constantly as fast as they are quenched, of the pecu-| for that purpose levied by our representatives in 
niary largesses from the national treasury for the | congress instead of by the members of the state le- 


Wearied at last with merely petitioning fora surren-| state purposes. The distribution law, (miscalled the ; gislature. And it is intended to have the necessary 


der of usurped power, exerc ised as it often was most 


'deposite act,) which beggared the general govern-: taxes imposed on our wearing apparels, on our su- 
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gar, cofice and salt, instead of our jands and personal 


on f 
Su 


prope riy. 


There is no power in congress to levy, taxes, du-| 
ties, imposts or excises wiiica shall not be uniiorm | 


throughout the Union. There is now no surplus in 
the national treasury. It is then obvious, if the states’ 
debts are to be assumed, that it will become neces- 
sary for congress to Jevy heavy taxes, not only on 
the people of the indebted states, but upon those of 
the whole Union. How the states involved would 
be relieved by this process, is not perceivable. The 
tax gatherers, it is true, would be placed out of 
sight, but their exactions would not be, on that ac- 
count, the less exorbitant. And our constituents, 
without experiencing any alleviation of their own 
burthens, would have only such consolation as might 
be derived from the conviction that they had assisted 
to extort from their fellow-citizens in other states 
large amounts of their means, not needed for the 
purposes of their governments, and therefore desti- 
ned to be wasted in extravagant projects of improve- 
ment, or objects even less advantageous. Besides, 
no article of the federal constitution, even by the 
most forced construction, can be called in aid of this 
bold undertaking. In all the precedents relied upon 
to justify such a measure, it will be found that con- 
gress required that the debts of the states to be as- 
sumed should have been contracted in the discharge 
of such duties as the general government is autho- 
rised to perform for the whole Union. Such was 
the basis and character of the actof 1790. 

If congress will assume the payment of state debts, 
without regard to the purposes for which they were 
contracted, there will then be no limits to the power 
of the general government worth preserving, except 
those to be found in the state constitutions. In such 
an event, we would be already under a consolidated 
government, and the present generation would, in all 
probability, witness a division of the Union into as 
many separate republics as there are contrarient and 
antagonist interests, now moving in perfect harmony 
around acommon centre. If you concur with me 
that consequences like these may possibly grow out 
of the proposed measure, it cannot be doubted but 
that your deliberations will result in its prompt re- 
jection. 

[Chesapeake and Ohio Canal. ] 

The annual communication of the Chesapeake and 
Ohio canal company has been received, and will be 
laid before you. - It makes an exhibit of its affairs 
by no means encouraging. The debt of this compa- 
ny to the state for interest, was on the lst Decem- 
ber, $1,104,368. ‘Their debts to other parties on the 
same day, amount to $886,677. They require to 











are denied an opportunity to enforce a compli- 
, ance with contracts, entered into with officers of the 
company acting under authority derived from the 
state itself. It will not be anticipated, that as a 
/means of saving the stockholders of the company 
from pecuniary sacrifices, these claims are to be pre- 
termitted in the seizure of the fruits of the labor of 
the parties to whom they are justly due. 
[Irredeemable issues discountenanced. Internal improve- 
ment companies have ruined thousands thereby. Policy 
of issue of preferred stock suggested. 

It is much more easy to decide, as to the impolicy 
of measures proposed to complete the canal, than to 
| devise suitable and efficient means to consummate so 

desirable an object. All will admit that no measure 

would be salutary, analogous to those, the evil con- 
sequences of which we have so recently experienced. 
The grievous consequences to the whole state, and 
the cruel wrongs inflicted, by that derangement of 
our currency, from the effects of which we are now 
only recovering, should warn us against adopting 
any measure, that may again flood the state with a 
paper not redeemable in gold and silver. Unless the 
past be forgotten, it would seem, that no measure, 
clothing with power the directors of the Canal com- 
pany, to circulate anything but money, would be for 
a moment entertained. To authorise their medium 
of payment, to be either, in scrip of small denomi- 
tions, or in bonds of the company fluctuating in va- 
lue, would cause the whole community, where their 
| work is to be prosecuted, and the state at large, ina 
great degree, again to become a theatre for the most 
ruinous and demoralizing speculations. 


The legislature at its last session, in compelling 
resumption of specie payments by the banks, respon- 
| ded to the well ascertained public wish in favor of 
/a sound currency, redeemable on demand in gold 
and silver. That action was forced upon the state 
by dearly bought experience. The directors of the 


Various companies engaged in internal improvements, 


td 





|in the exercise of an acknowledged power, and re- 
sponsive to the ascertained will of the legislature, 
-had, in unison with the banks, put in circulation a 
quantity of irredeemable paper, far beyond the wants 
of the public. When that reflux of the tide to which 
|all paper currency is exposed, swept over us, hun- 
dreds and thousands, incapable of resistance, were 
borne upon it to irretrievable ruin. Notwithstand- 


ing this very recent calamity, there are those now, | 


such is their zeal in behalf of those interests, sup- 
posed to be identified with the canal, who are ready 
and willing to adopt a policy like that we are consi- 
dering, They are prepared to clothe the canal di- 
rectors with express authority to issue, and circu- 








complete the Canal to Cumberland, $1,545,000. This | late, bonds, scrip, and other evidences of debt, hav- 
bankrupt condition of the Canal company, and the, ing no other basis to rest upon but that to be found 
deep embarrassment of the state, may be, in acon. | in the remote contingency of a large and liberal in- 
siderable degree, traced to the rejection, at Decem- | come from the canal, when finished, three years 
ber session 1839, of the bill, intended and calculated | hence. Such a circulation must. even if it accom- 
to alford the means to the company to proceed with- | plished the purposes of the stockholders, disturb 


out interruption, in the work then in progress. While | again the interests of society, and ultimate, as the 
























we are prepared to point to the calamitous conse- 
quences of that act, the motives tor it are not so pal- 
pable. Charity would teach us to trace it to most 
erroneous opinions of public policy. 

That the canal ought to be completed to Cumber- 
land is generally acceded. The work was originally 
undertaken, mainly, in the expectation that the 
transportion of coal, lying beyond and in the vicini- 
ty of Cumberland, would remunerate the stockhol- 
ders, and greatly benefit the state, by developing its 
mineral resources. Under these impressions, one- 
half of our whole internal improvemeni debt was 
contracted, to prosecute the undertaking, and that 
amount is now an unprofitable investment, and will 
continue so, until the canal constitutes a line of com- 
munication between the coal fields, the iron ore 
banks, and lumber regions of Allegany and tide wa- 
ter in the Potomac. The sum now required to com- 
plete this line, is estimated by the chief engineer of 
the company, as above stated, at $1.545,000. This 
estimate is believed to be correct. How this money 
can be procured is a question entitled to your most 
serious consideration. Upon its solution depends, in 
a great degree, the efficacy of all other measures 
devised to maintain the public credit. Taxation will 
be submitted to, more cheerfully, if a day, not too 
distant, can be distinguished, when the income on 
the canal will diminish, if it did not remove alto- 
gether, the public burthens. But, if that work is to 
continue as it is now, entirely unproductive, there is 
cause to apprehend that public patience and endur- 
ance may be exhausted. In addition to the amount 


required to finish the canal, a further sum is necessa- | 


ry to liquidate the claims of its meritorious credi- 
tors. They have faithfully given their labor to the 
construction of that part of the canal now to be com- 


pleted. In so doing, they have given value to the | 


amount of their claims, to the property on which the 
state holdyya mortgage; while, by reason of this lien, 


like currency formerly did, in the beggary and bank- 
/ruptcy of whoever may trust in its delusive promises. 
To the senate and the house, the public look for a 
| guaranty against any such disastrous proceedings. 
To them belongs the responsibility to decide, as to 
the extent of the powers which the officers of this 
corporation shall exert. Should the law even per- 
mit the circulation of irredeemable paper, the com- 
| pany may be justified in exercising any authority it 
/may possess. Nothing but an express prohibition, 


| to its issue in any law that may be designed for re-| 


lief, will afford effectual protection to all interests 
‘involved. 

| The policy of amending the canal charter, so as 
to authorize an issue of a preferred stock, to an a- 
mount sufficient to complete the canal and pay its 
debts, may be entitled to some consideration. When 
the canal is completed to Cumberland, we may safe- 
ly anticipate a trade sufficient to keep the work in 


repair, and yield an amount of tolls, not less than | 


two hundred thousand dollars annually, to be divid- 
ed amongs the stockholders. Assuming that this 
/anticipation may be realized, we should have in the 
tolls of the company, a fund, abundantly adequate, 
to ensure a prompt payment of a dividend of six per 
/cent per annum, on at least, three millions of dollars; 
| a Sum more than may be required to accomplish the 
| purposes we so much desire to attain. The state 
|could, out of its annual income, set apart in the 
hands of commissioners, a sum sufficient to pay the 
interest on such stock until the Canal could be fin- 
ished. 
With the certainty of such an interest, on prefer- 
red stock under charter stipulations, which could 
not be disturbed, either by the directors of the com- 
pany, or by the state, it does not seem very unrea- 
sonable to expect that capitalists may be found, will. 
ing to pay money for an amount sufficient to finish 
‘the canal. The creditors of the company would 





eee maT ee _atetemmnes 


certainly find such certificates of stock more ayaila- 
‘ble than the evidence of debt they now hold, Ap 
| issue of state bonds is considered by all out of the 
question. 
[The judiciary system. } 
Your attention is respectfully invited to the consi- 
deration of the judiciary system of Maryland.* The 





*(There are throughout history, so many evidences of 
the propensity of chief executive officers to invade the 
independence and reduce the respectability and talents 
of so troublesome a co-ordinate as that of an indepen- 
dent judiciary, that we have been schooled to look at 
any suggestions from that direction to invade existing 
regulations, with serieus scrutiny. ‘The assault made by 
Gov. ‘Thomas in his message upon the judiciary of Ma- 
ryland, is calculated we fear, to mislead, rather than tru- 
ly inform on some of the points he alludes to. Of the 
purity and independence of the courts of justice of this 
state, we have some reason as Marvianders to be proud, 
and though in the difficulties of the times we think that, 
they as well as all public cfficers ought to coutribute 
from their ineome to the support of government, in pro- 
portion with others, yet that they should be deprived of 
any of their independence—last of all, that they should 
be made dependent upon the vacillation of parties, or of 
popular executive or legislative impulses, we most so- 
a ce deprecate. ‘The people of the state, we are con- 
fident, are better satisfied with the present position of 
the judiciary of the state, than with any expedient that 
has been as yet, or can easily be suggested as improve- 
“ments of the system. There will be objections to any 
|system. ‘T'’o support and administer the laws, must be 
| more or less expensive, if laws are to be entorced. That 
judges might be obtained for half or quarter of the 
| amount paid as salaries to those who for forty odd years 
| have administered the laws of Maryland, we admit; but, 
| what kind of judges would we have? Can we expect men 
‘of the first talents and legal acquirements to devote their 
lives to public duties, withouta reasonable living? The 
chief justice of the supreme court of this state. as an in- 

stance, has a salary of $2,200. This officer has been oblig- 
|ed to be by necessity, more than half his ume, for the last 
thirty years, from home on expenses, performing the du- 
ities of his office,—besides, attending indefatigably to 
| those duties when at home. Each of the chief justices 
ihave been nearly, and some of them quite as much de- 
‘voted to their duties. ‘That an officer of very superior 
talent can be expected to leave the bar, forbear the emo- 
luinents of practice, and devote his life to the public ser- 
vice, for less than this,is hardly to be expected. Be it 
remembered too, that the judiciary officers of Maryland 
derive no other emoluments for services than their sala- 
ries. In other states referred to by Gov. Thomas, this 
is not the case, judiciary officers have perquisites which 
make their income larger than that of the Maryland 
judges. ‘That an executive officer who is in the enjoy- 
ment of very nearly double the salary above mentiened, 
a salary larger than that of any other governor of this 
Union, with the exception of N. York and Louisiana, and 
double as much as that of the governors of more than half 
the states of the Union, a salary for performing duties 
by no means as absorbing us those of judges, should aim 
at retrenchment by so formidable a domonstration a- 
giinst the one department, without noticing what eould, 
with at least equal plausibility, be stated of the other, is 
worthy Of special notice. Again, if Judges are to be fre- 
quently re-appointed, the governur’s power is apt to be 
accumulated thereby, his patronage enhanced, his pow- 
(er feared. The governor roundly asserts, that in the for- 
tv years since Our preseiit judiciary system was estab- 
i lished, more than five hundred thousand dollars have 
‘been wasted on the judges’ salaries. We have, he says, 
21 judges and a chancellor, at an annual expense of 
$36,500—thu! is, a fraction over an average of sixteen 
hundred dollars a vear to each. Make the deduction 
whic! the governor suggests, and the Judges would have 
slim salaries. Butit this argument of the governor be 
| true of the judiciary, suppose we apply his rule to the 
execulive, and see how much we have “wasted,” and 
low much might be saved, that his exceilency has re- 
membered to forget in bis recommendations. Within 
the last forty years more than $120,000 have been paid 
in salaries to the governors of Maryland, besides pro- 
viding them with « splendid residence, amply furnished. 
Until the late reform in the constition the salary was 
| $3,333 33 per annum. ‘This was not considered ade- 
| quate however, when the recent “reform,” in which 
| Gov. Thomas was so distinguished an actor, was intro- 





|duced. The duties of the governor were, as we think, 
decidedly diminished by the charge. All canvass, and 
advisement, fur instance, which had heretofore occupied 
most of each governoi’s time and talents, was by the 
refurm, removed from the council chamber to the senate 
chamber. The executive became ‘fa unit”—and this in- 
creased power, (not increased services) was the pretext 
fur increasing his salary to $4,200 per annum. Sup- 
pose we assume what will scarcely be denied by a single 
individual in the state, that the chief justice of the su- 
preme court of the State, performs more duties, as highly 
responsible duties,—is required to be a man of as much 
integrity and talents, and is as dese: ving of as generous @ 
compensation as the governor himself—and that if he can 
be called upon to devote his services to the public for 
$2,200, the sum he receives, the governor's services 
might be performed for the same, especially, as he has a 
residence in the bargain. If so, according to the gov- 
ernor’s argument, in forty years exactly, EIGHTY THOU- 
SAND DOLLARS will be “wasted” if this refarm in the go- 
vernor’s salary be omitted. But the governor thinks the 





judges too well paid by one-third.]—xp. NaT. REG. 
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basis of the grossest inequality. For instance, in the, 


sixth district there is a population of upwards of one. tion to the Santa Fe traders; and preamble and resolu- | 


hundred and fifty-one thousand, whilst in the first, | 
there is but a population of forty-eight thousand se- 
yen hundred and eighty-six. When it is remember- 
ed that all the people contribute alike in proportion | 
to their property. to the wants of government, there | 
eught be no such gross inequality in the distribution 
of the fund intended to secure a prompt and efficient | 
administration of the laws. 


We have in commission twenty-one common law 
judges and a chancellor, at an expense for their sal-| 
aries of $36,500 per annum. There can be no ques- | 
tion but that many of these officers are supernumera-_ 
ries. We are now surrounded by states, in no one 
of which is to be found such an extravagant and ill 
organized judiciary system as ours, and in all of 
which the laws are still faithfully executed without | 
complaint from the public as to their delay, and ab-, 
sence of all protest by the judges in commission, 
against the imposition of duties too onerous to be 
easily performed. Indeed, there is not a state in the 
whole Union, notwithstanding the populationof se- 
veral of them is quadruple that of ours, where the’ 
number of law judges, and the amount of their sal-. 
aries, are less than those of Maryland. New York, 
Pennsylvania, Virginia, and Ohio having, three of 
them, a population four times greater, and one of 
them a population more than three times greater 
than ours, pay respectively a less sum in the annual 
salaries of their judges than that with which our 
treasury is charged. ‘The same states have each a 
superficies over which their laws are extended, more | 
than four times as great as that of Maryland, and 
nevertheless have in commission a Jess number of 
judges. In the payment of unnecessary salaries to | 
judges, since our system was framed, more than five | 

undred thousand dojlars have been wasted. With 
these illustrations before us, of the effects to be ex- 
pected from a re-organization of the system so as to 
diminish sensibly its cost, we ought not to pause in 
the discharge of a high public duty, from any appre- 
hensions as to the effect of such a proceeding on the 
interests and well being of society. 


Besides these objections to the system, another will | 
be found in the fact, that no effectual means are pro-. 
vided in the constitution, to get rid of judges once 
commissioned, as promptly as the public interests! 
may sometimes demand. The tenure during good 
behaviour is found in practice to be tantamount to a| 
term for life. A judiciary independent of all the 
evil passions that may influence, at intervals, the 
mass of the community, is certainly desirable. But, 
it does not appear, that a tenure for life will in itself, 
exempt the occupant of a seat on the bench from the | 
possibility of feeling in a greater or less degree, a 
sympathy in the passions, that sometimes sway to. 
and fro our popular assemblies. Observation com- 
pels us all to contest such a conclusion. A tenure’ 
for life is, and ought to be, a popular doctrine in| 
Great Britain. Such a tenure there, may afford a 
safeguard te the people against the influence of the | 
crown. The commissions of the judges being grant- | 
ed by the king, a period:cal re-appointmeut would | 
give to the sovereign a most dangerous power in the 
opportunity to dismiss all who were not willing to 
prostitute their offices to subserve his purposes, how- 
ever, tyrannical and unwarrantable. Here, we have 
no permanent or hereditary executive to dread. All 
our public functionaries, but the judges return at 
stated periods, to their separate stations in private 
life, to give place to successors qualified to rule, by 
having been taught to obey. 


It is believed that there can be found neither in|! 


state is divided into six judicial districts, but upon a_ the last session: resolutions in relation to the increase 


conversing with the prisoner. 





of the navy of the United states; resolutions in rela- 


tions in’ relation to the District of Columbia. 


Agreeable to direction of resolution No. 31,of the 
last session, orders were given for the manufacture of 
a sword to be presented to capt. John A. Webster, as 
provided for in resolution No. 3, of December session, 


1835. Although no time was lost in giving the neces- | 


5 
sary order, the sword has not as yet been prepared. 


So soon as it is received, it will be presented. 


The repairs authorized to be made to tobacco ware- 
houses No. 1 aad 3, in the city of Baltimore, by re- 
solution No. 28, of last session, have been made.— 
Those made to warehouses No. 1, amount to $1.356,- 
794, and those to warehouse No. 3, to $478,2U. 


By the act of 1827, chap. 140, the sum of $3,500 is 


annually appropriated for the education of the indigent | 
‘deaf and dumb of this state; and by the act of 1837, 
chap. 173, the’sum of $1,000 is annually appropriated 


for the education of the indigent blind. The act of 
1839 chap. 28, provides that in case there shall be re- 
commended to the governor by the trustees of the 
poor of the diffirent counties, more indigent blind 


children than can be educated under the provisions of 
the act of 1837, chap. 173, any surplus which may an- | 


nually remain in the treasuary of the sum of $3,500 


appropriated for the education of the deafand dumb, | 
shall be applied to the education of the indigent blind. | 
In pursuance of the provisions of these acts, the sum | 
of $2,068;94 was expended during the last year for | 
the education of the deaf and dumb, and the sum of | 


$1,610 for the education of the blind; leaving in ‘the 
treasury, of the joint fund, unapplied, the sum of 
$821,06. 


In the month of April, 1840 a murder was commit- | 


ed in Frederick eounty, by Frederick Fritz; alias Ja- 
cob Brucker, who was, at the following April term of 
Carroll county court, tried, convicted and sentenced 
to be hung. My immediate predecessor signed the 
warrant for his execution, butafterwards granted a re- 
spite at the request of a number of respectable per- 
sons who suggested doubts of his sanity. 


respecting his previous history, which, it seemed, had 
not been made a subject of inquiry at histrial. Many 


depositions and communications were received by my 


predecessor, stating particulars which in his judgment 


if truly set forth, were sufficient to shew that Fritz | 
had been subject to fits of insanity for many years, | 


and that he was completely deranged when last seen 


_in the city of Washington, a few days before the com- | 


mission of{thecrime. Statements were also received 


_of the opinion of respectable and intelligent citizens 


of Westminster; who had opportunity of seeing and 
Their opinion was, 


that he was in full possesion of his reason, and sub- | 
ject to no disorder of mind except such as was occa- 


sionally produced by a violent and ungovernable tem- 
per. 


The conflicting character of these statements as to | 
the sanity of thejprisoner, determined my predecessor, | 


(after consulting with Judge Brewer, who sat upon 
| his trial, and who thought afurther investigation ought 


| to be made as to the condition of his mind,) to suggest | 


'to the legislature the propriety of authorizing the 
{ 


| court of Carroll county to examine witnesses at its 


|next term on the subject. In conformity with this | 


| suggestion, a bill was introduced into the Senate, and 
of delegates. because, it is presumend of the shortness 
of the time which remained of the session after it was 
| received in the house. In consideration of these cir- 
cumstances, it was deemed proper to withhold the 


| passed by that body, but was not acted on in the house | 


our experience, where the life tenure of judges pre-| warrant for the execution of the prisoner so as to en- 


vails, nor in the experience of several of the states| able the legislature to act definately upon the sugges- | 


of the union, where all such distrusts of popular in-| tion of my predecessor, which is now respectfully 
telligence and integrity have disappeared, any good | renewed. 
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| SENATE. 

| January 5. Mr. Tallmadge presented two remon- 
‘strances from New York, against the repeal of the 
bankrupt law. 

[Mr. Benton on yesterday had called the attention 
of the senator from Virginia, (Mr. Rives,) to a state- 
_ment delivered in secret session in his speech upon 
| the treaty. It appears that while the treaty of Wash- 
ington was before the senate, there was communica- 

ted to the committee on foreign relations from the 
state department, a letter of Mr. Jared Sparks, giv- 
ing information that he had discovered in the for- 
eign office at Paris a map which had been sent to the 
count de Vergennes, by Dr. Franklin, on which the 
Doctor had ‘‘marked (to use his own words) the 
limits of the United States as settled in the prelimi- 
-naries between the British and American plenipoten- 
tiaries.””. This curious old map was copied by Mr. 
Sparks, and the iine drawn by Dr. Franklin was ex- 
actly the one contended for by Great Britain, except 
that it concedes more that Great Britain claimed.— 
Mr. Benton produced, during the debates in secret 
session, another old map of Mr. Jefferson’s; and Mr. 
Rives alluded to him in the following sentence of his 
' published speech: 

‘‘A map has been vauntingly paraded here, from 
Mr. Jefferson’s collection, in the zeal of opposition, 


(without taking time to see what it was,) to confront 
and invalidate the map found by Mr. Sparks in the 
foreign office at Paris; but the moment it is examined 
it is found to sustain, by the most precise and remark- 
able correspondence im every feature, the map com- 
municated by Mr. Sparks. The senator who produc- 
ed it, could see nothing in the microscopic dotted 
line running off in a northeasterly direction; but the 
/moment other eyes were applied to it, there was 
found in bold relief, a strong red line, indicating the 
limits of the United States, according to the treaty 


‘of peace, and coinciding, minutely and exactly, with 
the boundary traced on the map of Mr. Sparks.” 

This was | 
done to give an opportunity of collecting information 'son’s map for the purpose of controverting the map 
found by Mr. Sparks. 


Mr. Benton denied having introduced Mr. Jeffer- 


Mr. Rives declared that he so 
understood Mr. Benton when the map was presented; 
and Mr. Calhoun said his understanding of the mat- 
ter was the same—that it was brought in for the 
purpose of rebutting the inference from the map 
-communieated to the count de Vergennes by Dr. 
Franklin. } 

The question of fact raised by Mr. Benton in refer- 

ence to the remarks of Mr. Rives as to the maps pro- 

duced in secret session, pending the consideration of 
the treaty, was renewed and became the subject of 
debate between Messrs. Walker, Benton, Rives and 
Tappan. Mr. Walker having yesterday been alluded 
to, and, not having been present then, now brought 
‘the subject to the attention of the senate. The de- 
| bate was continued for an hourand more. Mr. Wal- 
‘ker rose to vindicate Dr. Franklin—to . re-argue the 
question of the treaty so far as it was connected with 
the north eastern boundary—and to place himself 
right on the matter. When he concluded. 

Mr. Tappan of Ohio rose and stated very briefly 
that his recollection as to the facts of the case was in 
harmony with the opinion expressed by the senator 
from Missouri. 


Mr. Rives said the recollection of Mr. Tappan was 
‘singular. He was the only senator who had confirm- 
ed the recollection of the senator from Missouri, and 
_he would appeal to other senators to sustain him— 
yes to the whole body who recollected the occur- 
_rences. 

| Mr. Benton reiterated the untruth of the assertions 
‘of the senator from Virginia, and having been called 
to order, the president put a period to the contro- 
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reason for adherence to a doctrine becoming daily | 
more and more obsolete. There was a time when | 
improvements in government were hard to make. 


Those who were interested in existing abuses. | 
could arrest innovations and changes by magnifying | 
and misrepresenting the effects of a proposed reform. 
But it is time that such artifices should Jose all influ- 
ence on our deliberations. In the hope that full jus- 
tice will be done to all the deep interest involved, the 
whole subject without further remark is submitted to 
the senate and house, who are empowered to make 
such alterations in the fundamental law of the state, 
as may be required. 

[ Conclusion. | 


Several communications from the internal improve 
ment companions and other sources, have been receiv- 
ed and will be laid before you. 

In conformity with the request of the legislature, 
copies were forwarded of the following resolutions of 


versy. 

Believing that the affairs of Maryland, at this time, | A resolution submitted by Mr. Rives calling for the 
should first command yourconsideration, allusion has | publication of all the correspondence (which has 
been purposely avoided to many matters of great na- | not yet been published) in reiation to the destruction 
tional importance. Jn the hope that this course will of the steamer Caroline, was taken up and read.— 
be equally agreeable to the senate and house, I beg | Mr. Rives said that extracts had appeared from the 
leave to express the belief, that by wholesome legis- | correspondence, but not the whole correspondence. 
lation and judicious reforms, the evils under which | There was no reason why it should not appear. and 
the state now labors, will at no very distant day, be re- | as a matter of justice the administration he asked for 


moved. In the character of our state, of which every 


cultural, mineral and commercial] resources, the un- 
tiring energy and proverbial patriotism of its people, 
we should all find the hope and consolation, that great 
as are its present embarrassments, they can, and will 
be ere long, surmounted. Invoking then, at this 
crisis, the exercise of your highest intelligence in 
behalf of our state, its affairs are submitted tor your 
legislative disposition. FRANCIS THOMAS. 
Annapolis, December 27, 1842. 





Marylander has just cause to be proud, in its agri- 


its publication. The resolution was then adopted. 
| The bill making provision for the occupation and 
settlement of the territory of Oregon coming up in 
order upon its third reading. 

Mr. Culhown said he was not prepared to vote at 
present. He wished to inquire more into the char- 
acter of the pending negotiations, and wished for 
time also to read the correspondence which had ap- 
peared upon the subject. 

Mr. Linn consented that the bill should ve post- 
poned until Monday, and the senate so ordered. 
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Mr. Bayard moved an exccutive session, after which 
the senate adjourned. 
January 6. Mr. Bayard, on leave given, introdu- 


ced a bill to regulate the enlistments in the army, | 


navy, and marine corps. 

The following resolution introduced by Mr. Hun- 
tington, was taken up for consideration: 

Resolved, That the committee on the post office 
and post roads be instructed to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of so modifying the existing laws as that 
each assistant postmaster general shall be appointed 
by the president, by and with the advice and consent 
of the senate. ’ 

Also, whether it be expedient to repeal or modify 
the law which prohibits contractors for the convey- 
ance of the mail from carrying without the consent 
of the postmaster general newspapers other than 
those carried in the mail. 

Mr. Huntington addressed the senate at some 
length, explaining the object of the resolution. 

The senate then proceeded to consider the bill for 
the relief of certain persons residing within the re- 
puted limits of the states of Arkansas and Louisiana 
and beyond the boundary line between the United 
States and the republic of Texas. 

This bill led to considerable discussion, in which 
Messrs. Fulton, Sevier, Berrien, Archer, Crittenden, 
and Woodbury participated; after which the bill was 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

The senate then adjourned to Monday next. 

January 9. Mr. Huntington presented a memo- 
rial from steamboat captains and owners, asking for 
a repeal of the proviso of the act of 1338 requiring 
steering ropes to be entirely of iron. ‘The memort- 
alists make mention of the inconveniences of the 
present law—its want of safety, &c. and they ask 
for a change of the Jaw, at least so far as to allow 
the use of hemp and leather ropes near the wheel 
and rudder. 

The memorialists state also that many cases are 
pending in court growing out of violations of the law 
which it was impossible to execute. These cases 
have been postponed until the end of the session in 
the expectation that the law may be changed, and 
the suits discontinued. 

Mr. Crafts presented the resolutions of the legisla- 
ture of Vermont upon the subject of the bankrupt 
law and in favor-of repeal. Also, the resolutions of 
the same legislature against the extended system of 
the franking privilege, and in favor of the reduction 
of letter postage. Also, the resolutions of the same 
legislature, asking for the continuance ot the pen- 
sion act of 1808, granting a pension to widows mar- 
ried before 1794. Also, resolutions in favor of the 
abolition of slavery in the district and territories, 
and against the annexation of Texas. — 

The resolutions were sent to the chair to be read. 

Mr. King moved that the motion to receive the re- 
solution in relation to slavery be laid upon the table. 

And the motion to lay the motion to receive upon 
the table, was carried affirmatively. 

Various memorials for and against repeal of the 

bankrupt law were presented and referred to the 
judiciary committee. 
ivpbe al to grant $7,900 the balance in the treasu- 
ry of the indemnity provided by the British govern- 
ment for the slaves lost from the Encomium and 
Comet, to their owners, was ‘passed. 

The bill for the settlement and possession of the 
Oregon territory was taken up. 

Mr. Calhoun addressed a few remarks In opposi- 
tion to it. a ee 

inn rejoined in iavor. ; 

rH Toate " aotight as did Mr. Calhoun, that its 
provisious conflicted with the conventions of 1817 and 
1827. Mr. McRoberts and Mr. Henderson supported 
the bill. Mr. Bayard offered an amendment, and the 
senate adjourned. 


_ Mr. Walker, one of the same committee, submit- 





ted a counter report of some length, maintaining that 

| the original bill censures no one; that the present 
bill and report does arraign Gen. Jackson’s conduct 
as subversive of the constitution, that the original 
bill leaves all these subjects untouched, and to de- 
pend on the judgment of the present age and of pos- 
terity. It is not a bill for relief but for indemnity, 
not a payment for services but a restoration of mo- 
ney withheld, and in no other view can it receive 
his support. Mr. W’s report was lengthened out in- 
to an eulogy on Gen. Jackson’s course and the ne- 
cessity and duty of his proceedings. 

The usual numbers of copies of both reports were 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Linn moved that 10,000 extra copies of the 
minority report be printed which motion lies over 
till to-morrow. 

The consideration of the Oregon bill was then re- 
sumed, and many senators being absent, and Messrs. 
Lenton and Calhoun wishing to express some views 
on it previous to taking the question, it was postpon- 
ed till to-morrow. Mr. Bayard remarked that he 
shotid oppose it unless certain clauses which he be- 
lieved to conflict with treaty stipulations, should be 
struck out. 

The bill for ascertaining and disposing at $5 per 
acre, of the lead mineral lands in Illinois, Arkansas, 
Wiskonsan, and Iowa, was passed to an engrossment, 
and the senate adjourned. 


January 11. ‘The president presented a message 
from the president of the U. States in compliance 
with the resolution of Dec. 27th, calling for various 
information in respect to the passages in his annual 
message on the subjects of the quintuple treaty, 
slave trade, &c. The president gives the senate pret- 
ty much to understand that they are already possess- 
ed of all the information that he has to communicate 
on the subject, and he believes some of the enquiries 
have been without precedent in the relations that 





have heretofore maintained between the senate and 
executive. 

The resolution offered on yesterday by Mr. Linn | 
for printing 10,000 extra copies of the report of the | 
minority of the judiciary committee (Mr. Walker,) 
on the subject of Gen. Jackson’s fine was then, re- 
jected, by nays 23, to yeas 17. 

After passing various private bills and postponing 
the Oregon bill, the senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Tuurspay, Jan. 5. Mr. Campbell, of South Caro- 
lina, introduced a bill to suspend the second section 
of the bill for the apportionment of representatives 
among the several states, according to the sixth cen- 
sus, so far as the same may affect the elections of 
any persons who have been or may be elected repre- 
sentatives of the 28th congress. 

On motion of Mr. Barnard, the bill was referred to 
the committee of elections. 

Mr. Halstead introduced a bill to regulate the tak- 
ing of testimony in cases of contested elections, and 
for other purposes; which was referred to the com-| 
mittee of the whole. 

Mr. Stratton submitted a resolution, which was 
adopted, instructing the committee on naval affairs 


suppress the crime of duelling in the navy of the 
United States. 

On motion of Mr. Irwin, of Pa. a resolution was 
adopted, instructing the committee on the judiciary 
to inquire into the expediency of providing for a more 
extensive publication of the laws of the United States 
both in English and German. 

The resolution of Mr. Bowne, instructing the com- 
mittee on the judiciary to report on Thursday a bill 
to refund the fine, with costs, imposed on General 
Jackson in 1815, was taken up for consideration. 





January 10. Mr. Berrien from the committee on 
the judiciary, to whom was referred the “bill to in- | 
demnify Gen. Andrew Jackson for damage sustained | 
by him in the discharge of his official duty, submitted | 
a report with amendments, “placing the restoration 
of the fine imposed by Judge Hall on Gen. Jackson, | 
on grounds which do not involve any censure of 
cither of the parties in that transaction, nor in any | 
degree arraigu the conduct of the patriotic citizens | 
of New Orleans, but simply to protect the senate | 
from the possible inference that in passing this bill | 
it has acknowledged the Jegal authority of a military | 
officer to establish martial law within the limits of 
this free republic.” The first amendment was a sub- 
stitute for the original bill and would enact, “‘that in 
consideration for his services, the desire of sundry 
citizens and legislatures of this Union, &c. the fine 
be restored, and the secretary of the treasury be di- 
rected to pay him $1,000 with interest at 6 per cent 
from the day of its payment. The second amend- | 
ment was to strike out the title and insert ‘a bill | 
jor the relicf of Maj. Gen. Andrew Jackson. 





Mr. Gwinn, of Mississippi, delivered a few remarks 
to show that a recent pamphlet, written by a Ken- 
tuckian, and laid upon the tables of members this 
morning was erroneous im many particulars, and to 
remove any prejudices which might have resulted 
from this publication. 

Mr. Cushing said that they were now on the eve 
of the anniversary of the battle of New Orleans, one 
of the greatest events in the history of our country, 
and whatever may be the differences of opinion with 
regard to General Jackson’s conduct in political life, 
no one could deny that this victory covered our coun- 
try with imperishable glory. He desired that the 
bill should be passed by the 8th of January, so as to 
make the anniversary of the victory of New Orleans 
a day to be sanctified in the action of the house by 
the restoration of the fine imposed upon General 
Jackson. 

Mr. C, then moved to amend the resolution of Mr. 
Bowne, so that the debate may be terminated to-mor- 
row by two o'clock; and he moved the previous 





question. 





ipioibiibibuintiitecolae toro nae ne a Srditcdnsuactntecaen ae aes 


Mr. Christopher H. Williams addressed the speaker 
as follows: 

“Mr. speaker, I only desire to remark that more 
than twenty years have elapsed since the battle of 
New Orleans, and, inasmuch as the gentleman from 
Massachusetts has never, until now, found an Op- 
portunity to eulogise the hero of that day, I submit 
it as a point of order that the gentleman is now bar- 
red by the slatute of limitations,” 

Mr. dams had no idea of having the gag applied 
tohim. He wanted to debate this subject thorough- 
ly: it was important to the country. If Gen. Jack- 
son was poor, he would be willing to contribute his 
portion to relieve his necessities; but he could not 
consent to bestow a pension upon the old man, in his 
latter day, by voting for this bill. Ifthe bill should 
be passed, it would be equivalent to sanctioning de- 
spotic power exercised by General Jackson over our 
own citizens. There was, at that time. no necessity 
for the declaration of martial law. The morning 
hour having expired, Mr. Adams said that he would 
conclude his observations to-morrow. 


The bill to repeal the bankrupt law was then ta- 
ken up. 


Mr. Gordon spoke for one hour in a strain of vitu- 
peration of Mr. Webster and against his colleague, 
(Mr. Browne). Mr. B. rejoined for five minutes and 
said that his colleague had entirely perverted his re- 
marks. Mr. G. again rejoined and having concluded, 

Mr. McKeon followed in a political speech and hay- 
ing concluded, the house adjourned. 


F'ripay, Jan. 6. The house resumed the conside- 
ration of the resolution offered by Mr. Bowne, in- 
structing the judiciary committee to report on Thurs- 
day next, the bill, indicated by him, to refund gen. 
Jackson’s fine. 

Mr. Barnard had moved to amend the resolution of 
Mr. Bowne as follows: 

‘“To report to this house, with all convenient des- 
patch, the principal and material facts in relation to 
the fine imposed on gen. Jackson at New Orleans, by 
judge Hall, and the opinion of said committee upon 
the material questions of law involved in the imposi- 
tion of such fine, and the acts leading thereto.” 

Mr. .4dams now arose and offered an amendment, 
and followed in an address in its support. [See 
page 312,] until the hour expired. 

Mr. C. J. Ingersoll then occupied the floor, [in re- 
ply to Mr. A.] until the morning hour expired. 

The house then, after considering and passing va- 
rious private bills, adjourned. : 


Sarurpay, Jan. 7. Mr. Arnold made an ineffec- 
tual effort to have the bill for reducing the compen- 
sation of members of congress, taken up for conside- 
ration. 

The consideration of the questions on the bill to 
refund the fine of gen. Jackson was resumed. 

Mr. C. J. Ingersoll addressed the house in reply to 
the gentleman from Massachusetts, (Mr. dams), 
and the morning hour then expired. 

The bill to divide the state of Kentucky into two 
judicial districts was read a third time and passed, 
and after passing to private orders of the day, the 
house adjourned. 


to inquire into-the expediency of reporting a bill to x Monpay Jan. 9. Mr. Botts, gave notice that he 


would to-morrow present, for consideration, the 
charges which he proposed to prefer, upon which he 
would endeavor to found an impeachment against the 
president of the United States. 

Mr. Fillmore, from the committee of ways and 
meuns, said that he had been unanimously instructed 
by the committee to report the following resolutions, 
accompanied by a report, viz: 

Resolved, ‘That the plan of the exchequer, present- 
ed by the secretary of the treasury at the last session, 
ought not tobe adopted. 


Mr. Jtherton, of the minority, submitted an amend- 
ment, to the effect that the committee of ways and 
means be instructed to reporta plan for the collection, 
safe-keeping, transfer, and disbursement of the public 
moneys; and as far as possible, to substitute a provision 
of law to take the public money from executive dis- 
cretion, and prevent it from being used for private 
speculation and emoluments, and rendering the go- 
vernment free from the influence of banking corpora- 
tions. 

Mr. Fillmore, asked the printing of ten thousand 
extra copies of the reports of the majority and mino- 
rity of the committee, and that the consideration of 
the resolution and amendment be postponed to two 
weeks from to-day, and made the special order of that 
day. i 

Mr. Cushing moved that the reports of the commit- 
tee and the resolution and the amendment, be re- 
ferred to the committee of the whole on the state of 
the union, where there was already a bill on this sub- 
ect. 

; Mr. Johnson of Md. asked the gentleman from New 


York (Mi 
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York (Mr. Fillmore) whether the committee intend- 

to bring in any plan during this session on the sub- 
‘ect of the currency? He understood that the resolu- 
tion Was a negative proposition, and that they will 
not recommend the plan of the secretary of the trea- 
sury to congress. 

Mr. Fillmore said that he was not aware that the 
committee would take any further action on the sub- 
ject, unless especially instructed by the house. 

Mr. Cushing then spoke against the course pursued 
by the committee, contending that they had not per- 
formed their duty; the course proposed by the gen- 
tleman from New York would preclude discussion, 
put his (Mr. Cushing’s) would open the entire sub- 
ject to debate. 

Mr, Arnold remarked that they had had the report, 


and bill of the gentlemen from Massachusetts for | 
twelve months; and before they entered into a dis-| abuse of the power of appointment to and removal 





dent of the U. States. After some discussion, Mr. | and to report to this house the testimony taken to es- 
Botts from his seat, read the specifications, as fol- tablish said charges, together with their opinion whe- 
lows: ther the said John Tyler hath so acted in bis official 
“TI do impeach Joun Tver, vice president. acting capacity as to require the interposition of the house. 
as president of the United States, of the following! Some confusion prevailed, and various remarks 
high crimes and misdemeanors: were made as the precedent in former cases of im- 
“Ist. I charge him with gross usurpation of power peachment. 
and violation of Jaw in attempting to exercise acon-| Mr. Cave Joshnson moved to lay the whole subject 
trolling influence over the accounting officers of the on the table. By 101, nays 109, it did not prevail.— 
treasury department, by ordering the payment of ac- The main question was then ordered by a vote of 
counts of long standing that had heen by them re- 122 yeas to 90 nays. 
jected for want of legal authority to pay, andthreat-| Mr. Granger asked to be excused from voting, be- 
ening them with expulsion from office unless his or- cause, he said one of the articles related to the ca- 


ders were obeyed; by virtue of which threat thou- binet; and there was a time when he, (Mr. G ) was’ 


sands were drawn from the public treasury without an active accessory of the president in political in- 


the authority of law. nocence. ‘The gentleman from N. York was excus- 
“2d. I charge him with a wicked and corrupt ed—yeas 11], nays 91. 


The question was then taken on the adoption of 


cussion these reports presented to-day ought to be | from office: First, in displacing those who were com- the resolution, and it was decided the negative— 


rinted that members might have an opportunity of 
reading them. 
Mr. Johnson of Md. was in favor of referring the 


reports to the committee of the whole where there is | bestowing them on creatures of his own will, alike 


a bill relative to the subject. 
tleman might propose his own plan. 
put his duty in the hands of the committee of ways 
and means, but he would trust itto the house itself; 


and he would, with great cheerfulness, vote on any | 


specific proposition which shall be presented. Jfnone 
should be submitted, he would himself bring one for- 
ward. 

Mr. Botts would have preferred that the committee 
had recommended a bank of the United States; and 


he was in favor of having the reports printed and their | ly executed; from which nothing but disorder, con- | 


consideration postponed until some future day. 
Mr. Fillmore replied to Mr Cushing in defence of 


the report of the majority of the committee of ways! misdemeanor in retaining men in office for months 


and means. 


Mr. Wise, in defence of the exchequer, asked Mr. | worthy, incompetent, and unfaithful, with an utter 
Fillmore why, if the committee did not approve of the | defiance of the public will, and total indifference to 


plan, they did not report a better? 

Mr. Fillmore said that two plans had heretofore 
been presented, but they had been vetoed by the pre- 
sident. 


| 


| 





| 


Mr. Wise remarked that the gentleman meant the | 


bank bills. 
cry that the whigs wanted a bank or nothing. 

Mr. Granger declared here, as he had often done 
elsewhere before, that he did not believe that there 
is any member of congress who would record his vote 
in favor of this plan. It was enough for him to say 
at this time that the exchequer was a monstrous long 


shoot of a government bank, engrafted on the main! 


stalk of the sub-treasury. In the course of his re- 
marks, Mr. G. said that this litthe lamb, which the 
gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. Wise,) said had been 
committed to the wolf (the committee of ways and 
means,) had been so bobbed in the tail by Mr. Cush- 
ing, and its ears pierced, that if it was Jet out to run 
in the executive mansion, the president himself would 
not be able to recognise the pet. The gentleman 
from Massachusetts, too, had endeavored to throw 
the wool in the eyes of the members of the house. 

Mr. J. R. Ingersoll said that, in his opinion, the 
country was not ready to pass on the plan. It was 
premature, and not suited to our commercial transac- 
tions. 

Mr. T. F. Marshall said, with reference to the ex- 
chequer, that he would take the law of ’89 or the suv- 
treasury, rather than a machine of this description. 
Ina review of the administration, he remembered 
that he had heard it stated out of doors that the admin- 
istration was a parenthesis; and any body, by examin- 
ing the grammar books, would perceive that a paren- 
thesis was something that could be left out without 
injuring the sentence. Mr. M. went generally into 
the history of political parties; attempting to show 
that gentlemen of the ‘strict construction school” 
put more reliance in a word or scrp of Jefferson’s 
Writing, than they did in the constitution of the United 
States. 

Mr. Profit obtained the floor; and the house ad- 
journed, after ordering the usual number of the re- 
ports to be printed. 


Tvuespay, Jan. 10. Mr. Fillmore, from the com- 
mittee of ways and means, reported a bill making 
appropriation for the naval service; a bill making 
appropriation for fulfilling treaty stipulations with 
certain Indian tribes; and a bill making appropria- 
lion for pensions; each for the half calendar year, 
beginning on the Ist of January, 1843, and ending on 
the 30th day of June, 1843, and for the fisdal year 
beginning on the Ist day of July, 1843,, and ending 
on the 30th day of June, 1844. Referred to the 
committee of the whole. 

Mr. Botts, in pursuance to his motion on yesterday 
arose to a privileged question, desiring “to present 
tothe consideration of the house the charges which 

€ proposed to prefer and upon which he eXpected 
to found an impeachment against the acting presi- 


Well, he would go to the people with the | 


petent and faithful in the discharge of their public yeas 83,;nays 127. So the resolution was not adopted. 
duties, only because they were supposed to entertain Reports from committees were called for, and 
a political preference for another; and, secondly, in were presented. 


The house proceeded to the consideration of the 


In that event, any gen-/ regardless of the public welfare and his duty to the resolution reported by the committee of ways and 
He would not | country. 


means yesterday, declaring that the plan of the ex- 
“3d. I charge him with the high crime and mis- chequer ought not to be adopted. 

demeanor of aiding to excitea disorganizing and re- Mr. Proffit addressed the committee for an hour 
volutionary spirit in the country, by placing on the in defence of the administration and in opposition to 
records of the state department his objections to a the resolution, in a speech which manifested no par- 
law as carrying no constitutional obligation with it; ticular friendliness to the opposition party. Mr. 
whereby the several states of this uniou were invit- Profit ‘ventured the prediction that the next con- 
ed to disregard and disobey a law of congress which gress would do nothing for the currency,and nothing 
he himself had sanctioned and sworn to see faithful- at all beyond the passage of the appropriation bills. 
Mr. Underwood next obtained the floor, and the 
house adjourned. 


Wepnespay, Jan. 11. A resolution was adopted 
setting apart the three Jast days of January, and two 
first of February, for the consideration of business 
relating tu the territories. 
or _ ‘The. subject of General Jackson’s fine was then 
the public interests. ; : resumed, and Mr. Butler, of Kentucky, who was 

“Sth. J charge him with the high crime and misde- | one of Gen. Jackson’s staff in 1814 and 1815, repli- 
meanor of withholding his assent to laws indispensa- ed to the remarks of Mr. Adams, delivered on a fore 
ble to the just operations of government which in- mer day; and said that the friends of the old chief 
volved no constitutional difficulty on his part, of de- did pot insist that he hada right to abolish the civil 
priving the government of all legal means of reve- Jaw and establish military rule, but that Gen. Jack- 
nue, and of assuming to himself the whole power of son found a defence in the circumstances by which 
taxation, and of collecting duties of the people with- he was surrounded. Mr. B. having finally concluded, 
out the authority or sanction of law. ’ Mr. Hunt followed, but the morning hour having 

“6th. I charge him with an arbitary, despotic, and then expired, 
corrupt abuse of the veto power, to gratify his per- The resolution from the committee of wavs and 
sonal and political resentments against the senate of means, that the exchequer plan of the secretary of 
the United States fora constitutional exercise of their the treasury presented at the last session of congress 
prerogative in the rejection of his nominees to office, «ought notto be adopted,” was taken up, with Mr. 
with such evident marks of inconsistency and dupli- Athastons proposed amendments; and Mr. Cushing’s 
city as leave no room to doubt his disregard of the in- notion to refer the subject to the committtee of the 
terests of the people and his duty to the country. whole, being now before the house. 

‘e7th. I charge him with gross official misconduct, Mr. Underwood occupied the floor. Mr. U. took 
in having been guilty of a shameless duplicity, equi- o¢casion in his speech to reply to Mr. Profit with re- 
vocation, and falsehood with his late cabinet and con- ference to a card which appeared in the Intelligen- 
gress, which led to idle legislation and useless public cer of the city this morning, signed by the gentle- 
expense, and by which he has brought such dishonor man from Indiana, and which was published to make 
on himself as to disqualify him from administering gy, impression on the public and to show the influence 
the government with advantage, honor, or virtue, ) of Mr, Clay on the transactions of the Bank of the 
and for which alone he would deserve to be removed {Jnited States.. Mr. U. showed that Mr. P. had ta- 
from office. ken a page from Peters’s Reports, and had changed 

“8th. I charge him with an illegal and unconstitu- the nature of the facts materially by the substitution 
tional exercise of power in instituting a commission of a period for a comma. However, Mr. U. was 
to investigate past transactions under a former admin- glad that the gentleman had said one thing, and that 
istration of the custom-house in New York, under was that Mr. Clay was very ready to serve his 
the pretence of seeing the laws faithfully executed; friends when they acted honestly. He then spoke of 
with having arrested the investigation at a moment the exchequer as taking the subject of the currency 
when the inquiry was to be made as to the manner from the hands of private individuals, from the corpo- 
in which those laws were executed under his own rate funds like the Bank of the United States, which 
administration; with having directed or sanctioned | was controlled by individuals, and giving it to the 
the appropriation of large sums of the public revenue government, enlarging thereby its power and patron- 
to the compensation of officers of his own creation, age, and affording an influence which ought never to 
without the authority of law; which, if sanctioned, be conceded toit. Mr. U. said that if the exche- 
would place the entire revenues of the country at his quer plan wasconceived by Mr. Tyler, to conciliate 
disposal. both the democratic and whig parties, and build upa 

“9th I charge him with the high misdemeanor of third party, he was glad that it was likely to fail 
having withheld from the representatives of the peo- | most signaily; and it was his opinion that they would 
ple infermation called for and declared to be necessa- | never have a good currency until a national Bank 
ry to the investigation of stupendous frauds and abuses | was incorporated. 
alleged to have been committed by agents of the go- Mr. Everett, after a few remarks in opposition to 
vernment, both upon individuals and the government | the scheme of the exchequer, which he regarded as 
itself, whereby he himself becomes accessary to these | nothing more than the sub-treasury, moved the pre- 
frauds.” vious question, and a callof the house, but then 

Mr. Botts proceeded to say: I wish to connect no man | withdrew his call for the previous question, to offer 
nor any set of men, with my vote on this resolution. | an amendment by striking out the word “not” in the 
I have said to the house that,’ after the most mature | resolution—so that it wouldread “that the exche- 
deliberation, I am prepared to establish every charge | quer ought to be adopted.” 
by proof the most irrefragable, and to risk my char-| [Mr. Johnson presented a memorial from Erie coun- 
acter-—— ty, Penn. in favor of the issuing of governmentstock 

Mr. Wise rose and called for the readiug of the re- | based on the public lands. } 
solution. Mr. Cushing moved that the house resolve itself 

Mr. Botts, read as follows: into a committee of the whole on the state of the 

Resolved, That a committee of ——— members be ‘union, to have a fair diseussion, instead of precluding 
appointed with instructions diligently to inquire into | debate by the previous question after one side only 


fusion, and anarchy can follow. 
‘4th. | charge him with being guilty of a high 


after they have been rejected by the senate as un- 











the truth of the charges preferred against John Tyler, | had been heard. And the house adjourned. 
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CHRONICLE. 





FF Posrscrirr. London dates to the 8th ult. were 
received by the packet ship England, at New York.— 
The North American reached Liverpool on the 7:h.— 
Ainerican flour sold for export at 21s., cotton remained 
firm at previous prices. No news of importance. 


Aericu,turaL Statistics. Table showing some of 
the principal agricultural products of the United States, 
taken from the statistical returns accompanying the sixth 
census, 1840. 


Bushels. 

Wheat, 84,823,272 
Corn, ‘ 377,531 875 
Rye, 18,645,567 
Oats, 123,071,341 
parley. 4,161,504 

uck wheat, 7,291,743 
Potatoes, 108,298,060 

A BLAcK LAWyER. A colored man was recently 


called to the bar of the Middle Temple, London. His 

father is one of the senators of Jamaica, and possessed 

di a very large fortune, the bulk of which he entailed on 
is son. 


ANOTHER “LAST OF THE CREW OF THE Pau Jonegs.” 
Mr. George Raymond who is at present living iu the ci- 
ty of Brooklyn, (N. Y.) was sailing-master on board the 
Bon-homme Richard at the time of the encounter with 
the Serapis. He is still in the enjovment of all his facul- 
ties except sight, having been blind for several years.— 
He isin his 88th year, and has for several years enjoyed 
a pension from the government. Until the year 1816 he 
was a shipmaster belonging to the port of New York. 


A MONSTER SKELETON. The Ozark Standard (Spring- 
field, Mo.) says, **We have now in our office a jaw 
tooth of an animal, dug up near Warsaw, in Benton 
county, that weighs fourteen pounds anda half. ‘The 
tusks found at the same place, and supposed to belong 
to the sane monster, are about thirteen feet long. Ac- 
cording to the best calculation that can be made, the 
skeleton, when completed, will be forty feet in length 
and twenty-eight feet high. We understand that it is 
the intention of the proprietors to send the skeleton to 


N. Orleans.” 


Bank Items. The legislature of Georgia before ad- 
journing, passed a resolution authorising the specie pay- 
ing banks of that state to issue small notes. 

U. S. Bank Notes. The amount of notes, certificates 
of deposit, &c., of the bank, now outstanding, is stated 
to be $2,530,000. 

The stockholders of the bank of Virginia have elected 
col. James W. Pegram, president of that institution in 
place of Mr. Brockenbrough. The vote stood, Pegram 
2337, Brockenbrough 1788; majority 549. 


Boston. Mr. Brimmer, now mayor, delivered tothe 
municpal government an inaugural address on the 2d 
instant. 

The amount of city debt is $1,484,267 77. Expenses of 
the public schools during the year, $120,488. There are 
104 primary sehools, 6,541 pupils—and 13 grammar 
schools, with 6,608 pupils. 

Coat mined and transported to market from the coal 
mines of Eastern Virginia during the year 1842— 


Bushels. 
From Chesterfield mines 1,005,671 
* Tuckahoc Valley mines 539,736 


“© Deep Run mines 180.267 
Total 1,725,674 
Corton. The information by the Britannia, created 
quite a sensation at Mobile and New Orleans. Heavy 


sales were effected at prices advanced } to § cent. 


CHINESE INDEMNITY. A letter from Mr. Gutzlaff. Chi- 
nese interpreter, written at Nankin on the 24th of Au- 
gust, to the secretary of the Glasgow Hast India associ- 
ation, states that of the twenty-one million of dollars to 
be paid by the Chinese, three millions are Hong mer- 
chants’ debts, six millions for the opium, and the remain- 
ing twelve millions for the expenses of the war. 

it is hinted, we know not on what authority, that the 
celestial emperor intended to indemnify himself of Eng- 
land, by an additional duty on tea exported from his 
empire. 

Twe Creote case. The action brought before the 
Commercial court of New Orleans by Thomas McCar- 
go against the New Orleans Insurance company, to re- 
cover the sum of $20,000 insurance on the slaves who 
some time ago committed mutiny and insurrection on 
board the schooner Creole while on her way from Rich- 
mond to New Orleans, was brought toa close on the 
29th ultimo by the jury returning a verdict of $18,000 
for the plaintiff. Itis stated thatthe cause will be car- 
ried to the supreme court on appeal. 


Deatus during the last week in New York 142, of 
which 24 were by consumption, and six by small pox. 

In Philadelphia 99, of which 27 were under one year 
of age; 12 died of consumption. 

In Baltimore 48, of which 10 were under one year of 
age, 6 were colored, all free. 

Francis Key, esq. late U.S. Attorney for the District 
of Columbia, died suddenly whilst on a visit to his son- 
in-law, Mr. Howard, of Baltimore, on the 12th instant. 
He was a man of a very high order of talent, of ardent 
feelings, and benevolent mind; the friend and influen 
tial closet counsellor of John Randolph, of Roanoke, in 
his last days; and of Gen. Jackson during his presidency. 





He was author of ihe deservedly popular national song, 
“The Star Spangled Banner’—and every banner waved 
yesterday half mast, in mourning, at the announcement 
of hisdeath. ‘The supreme court of the United States 
‘at Washington, and bar of the city of Baltimore met, 
and appropriately expressed their sympathy. Mr. K. 
was one of the chief pioneers of the African coloniza- 
tion plan. 

Ex-Governor Mason, of Michigan, died‘at the city of 
New York on the 4th inst. aged 31 years. 


Distress 1n Puitapentraia. The evidences of ex- 
treme poverty and acute distress (says the Spirit of the 
fala us terribly every day in the face. — Yester- 
day several persons begged one of our magistrates to send 
them to prison to save them from the pangs of hunger, 
and on Tuesday we saw a very handsome woman coax 
the mayor to commit her to Moyamensing for the same 
reason. 


Deratcations. The New York Express gives the fol- 
lowing statement of the discovered plunderings of men 
holding high stations in that city, during the last twelve 
months. It forms quite a pretty account— 

Cashier of the Commercial Bank, say $50,000 
Thos, Lloyd, collector city revenue 100,000 
James T. Schermerhorn, secretary of Ocean 


Insurance company 150,000 
John Ahern, mayor’s clerk 50 000 
James Ward, first marshal 50,000 
Pollock, clerk in the Bank of America 20,000 





KE. A. Nicoll, secretary of the New York Life 


and ‘T'rust company 250,000 


$670,000 | 


Earruquake. Shocks of an earthquake were felt at 
Cincinnati on January 4th, at a few minutes past 9, P. 
M., and at the same time at Columbia, S. C.; Augusta, 
, Georgia, Columbus, Ohio, Vevay, Indiana, &c. 

Frour. The receipts of flour at Boston during the | 
year 1842 consisted of 149,539 barrels from New York, | 
90,248 from Albany 100.000 by the Western rail road, | 
jand 278,473 from southern ports. Grand total 619,460_ 

barrels. 


| Fires, There were eighty-six fires in Boston last year 
which destroyed property to the amount of $107,694. 
Hemp. A convention of hemp growers of Mason co. 
was held at Maysville, Ky. on the 17th ult. at which F. | 
T. Hord, esq. presided. A committee reported that in 
the year 1841, there was 3,000 tuns of hemp raised in 
Mason and Fleming counties; that,in 1842, there was | 
was 1,200 tons manutactured in Mason co., and 1,800 
tons sent to other ports, and 100 tons water rotted hemp. 
| The convention appointed a committee to memorialize 
‘congress to appoint an agent in Kentucky, to inspect and 
purchase hemp for the use of the government. 


Ice curren. <A machine for cutting ice is now in ope- 
‘ration at Philadelphia, which the Inquirer says ‘ploughs 
‘itup.” Itis described as an immense structure. The | 
| proprietors have just built an ice house capable of hold- 
| oes 
‘ing 6,000 or 7,000 tons. 


| Important Orinion. The New York American of, 
| Wednesday, says—Judge Betts, of the district court of 
| this district, on an application from the widow of Crom 

| well, for a warrant to arrest Messrs. McKenzie and 
_Ganzevoort, on a charge of murder--delivered an opin- 
ion this morning, declining to grant the warrant, upon 
the ground that interference at present would be higlily 
improper. He moreover expressed strong doubts whe- 
ther the civil courts had any jurisdiction in the case. 


LARD OIL AND caNpDLES. A company of citizens of 
Cleveland, Ohio, has gone extensively in the manufac- 
| ture of lard oil and candles. Machinery is now erect- 
jing at Canton, (east of Baltimore) for carrying on a simi- 
lar manufacture, on a large scale. 

LOvISIANA LEGISLATURE. T'he legislature of Louisiana | 
met at New Orleans, on the 2d ult. In the senate, Felix 
Garcia was elected president, and in the house, Mr. De- 
bigny, speaker. 

Mivirary ricuts. James Henry, of the Boston Lan: 
cers, was recently tried in that city for striking one 
Stanley severely with the flat of his sword in clearing a 
parade-ground on which the Lancers were exercising— 
Henry beinga sentinel. Judge Thatcher charged that a 
military corps who stake off their ground for a parade, 
and give fair notice thereof, have a right to keep it clear | 
of intruders, even by force. ‘The jury thereupon found | 
a verdict of not guilty. 

NavaL. The court of inquiry in the case of the So- 
mers mutiny, are still occupied in examining the wit- | 
nesses. Their testiinony generally confirms the official | 
report of commander McKenzie. 

Oi. The importations of sperm and whale oil, into | 
the United States during the year 1842, amounts to 163,-_ 
697 bbls. sperm. and 163,816 do. whale. In 1841, the) 
unportations were 160,5<4 bbls. sperm, and 205,671 do. 
whale. 

Pusiic Printing. The Madisonian says that Blair | 
and Rives, of the Globe, have drawa from the U.S. trea- | 
sury, the following sums: 














1832-33 $47,083 37 
1334-35 40,635 80) 
1836-37 130,017 62) 
1533-39 35,663 11) 
1840-41 195.944 51 | 
1842—~Arrears of senate printing 27,282 68 
1842—~Printing ihe sixth censts | 137,316 14 
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_'To which is to be added $98,335 86 appro vats 
deficiency last winter. ‘The Madisonian cave ho fora 
‘salted some down” $300,000 in six per cent. treasury 
nutes. 


Punisument. A Grand Jury in New Orleans recent 
ly reported that in their opinion, the whipping, accord. 
ing to law, of white females is a barbarous mode of treat. 
ment. It is thought so generally. i 


Rait Roap Irems. The Massachusetts rail roads are 
more completely completed, that is, more effectually buil, 
and therefore requiring less repairs—and they are far 
more rigidly and economically managed, than those of 
other parts of the union. The consequence is that the 
become immediately more profitable, as is evinced } 
the following statement of dividends declared for the last 
six months. 








Rate of Amount July Diy 

Capital. Dwvidend, Dividend, ~ Rate 

Worcester, $2,700,000 3 $81,000 4 
Lowell, 1,000,000 4 72,000 4 
Eastern, 2,000,000 3 60,000 3 
Maine, 910,000 3 27,300 3 
Taunton, 250,000 4 10,000 4 
Nashua, 380,000 4 15,200 4 

$8,040,00 $265,000 


Average 33 per cent. 


Stave cases. A Uniontown Pa. paper says that a 
black man named Jolin, residing at Brownsville, in that 


county, was recently arrested and claimed as a slave, by 


one Cresap, of Allegany county, Md., who alledged that 
said slave left his services some 15 vears ago. He was 
identified by several of Mr. C’s neighbors, who swore 
that he was the same John formerly owned by Mr. C, 
On the other hand, John proved by several witnesses 
that he lived in another county, in the service of ano. 
ther master, at the very time it was alleged he left Mr. 
C. He also produced his freedom papers from the Jat. 
ter mentioned owner. Judge Ewing accordingly dis. 
charged him. 

Virginia and Massachusetts. Mr. E. Guy, police offi- 
cer, of the borough of Norfolk, Va., who was despatched 
to Boston witha requisition from the executive of Vir- 
ginia upon the governor of Massachusetts, to surrender 
to him a fugitive from justice, (George Latimer), return- 
ed on Dee. 28th, to Nortolk, without accomplishing the 
object of his mission. An adjourned meeting of the ci- 
tizens of Norfolk, and the surrounding country conven- 


-ed atthe town hall on the 3lst inst., to receive the re- 


port of a committee of 24, whom they had appointed 
for that purpose at a previous meeting on the 6th inst,, 
Miles King, esq., the mayor, presiding. The meeting 
adopted a resolution requesting all the papers of the un- 
ion to publish their proceedings, with the report of the 
committee. Governor Davis has transmitted to the go- 
vernor of Virginia an official document givirg his rea- 
sons for the refusal of the warrant. 


Sante Fe. Capt. Kendall, in describing Santa Fe, 
says it is a little mud-built city, that stands between civ- 
ilization and the jumping off place. 


Sporting Excursion. After the conelusion of the 
treaty with the Chippewas, on Lake Superior, a tempe 
rance meetting was held, speeches made by the govern- 
meut agent Mr. Stuart, Wm. Brewster, agent of the A- 
merican Fur Co. by Mr. Platt, Attorney General of Mi- 
chigan, and by a large number of warriors. A great 
many signed the pledge, and Mr. Brewster pledged ‘hose 
present that the American Fur Co. would send no more 
whiskey in tothe Indian country. ‘Temperance has thus 
outstripped civilization. 

Snaver carrurep. A Portuguese schooner with al- 
most 500 slaves on board was captured and carried into 
Sierra Leone, Nov. 3d, by a British cruizer. 

Steamers. ‘he number of steamboats belonging to 
the district of Pittsburg, Pa. for the year 1842, amount 
to 93, with an aggregate tonnage of 10,017 tons, all built 


'atand owned at Pittsburg—36 of them were built in 


1542. 

Specie. During the year 1842 there was imported in- 
to the district of Boston and Charleston, specie to the 
amount of $1,110,115 in gold and $278,448 in silver, and 
there were exported during the same period $110,543 in 
gold and $649,263 in silver. 


TEMPERANCE REFORM. Members of the several legis: 


‘latures of Missouri, Virginia and Muryland, have formed 
' themselves into te-total associarions—ex-Gov. Boggs, 1s 


elected president of the former. 

Gen. T'homas Thumb, the veritable hero of the nurse- 
ry tales, has arrived in New York. The papers there 
speak of him as rather the greatest dwarf ever known. 
He is an English bov 11 years of age, only 22 inches 
high, and weighs only 15 pounds 2 ounces, but is lively 
and active. 


THE Gotp comnacE at Dahlonega (Georgia) will this 
year exceed $300,000, 

Tue Prespyrertans. (old school.) We learn from 
the Presbyterian Almanac for 1843, that there are attach- 
ed to this branch of the Presbyterians, 1399 ministers, 
140,463 communicants (exclusive of 4 Presbyteries not 
reported,) and 2025 churches. 


Wnuater. The ship Bowditch of Providence, Rhode 
Island, sailed on a whaling voyage in July, 1841, and i 
thirteen months from the titne of her sailing, she took on 
board 3500 bbls, of oil, and bone to the amount of anew 
$10,000, and “put away forhome.” The whole is vai 


$613,943 23 | ued at the present prices, at $50,000. 
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